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PREFACE. 



** Faith and its Effects," reprinted from the 
twenty-second American edition, and now for 
the first time issued from the English press, will 
not need, I am persuaded, to be recommended 
to persons who have had the opportunity of 
perusing Mrs. Palmer's former work, " The 
Way of Holiness." 

Both volumes express the same pure aim, the 
same profound regard to the written word, and 
the same jealous sense of the rights of God, 
combined with tender, discriminating solicitude 
for souls ; while the latter perhaps excels in 
uniform clearness of expression and variety of 
detail. It was well judged, after writing so 
excellently on " Holiness," to give a more ample 
account of the " Faith " by which alone we are 
justified, sanctified, and kept unto eternal 
salvation. 

" Faith and its Effects " stron^y marks out 
the difference between the faith that a man may 
have in common with devils, and that " precious 
faith" that bows the will in entire and per- 
petual surrender to God ; a difference not ^\35£l- 
ciently apprehended^ though vast indeed. ISjex^^ 
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for instance, is a beleaguered city, hard pressed 
by the foe, preyed upon within by famine and 
disease, its inhabitants without hope of succour, 
shut up to death or submission. In this dis- 
tress, its authorities go out to the chief of the 
besieging army, who grants them honourable 
terms. Confiding in his word, they instantly 
/surrender, and the city is spared, — saved by 
. their faith. Their nQtions respecting the general, 
however just, would not have saved the city ; 
neither will mere notions save the soul. This 
volume lucidly explains and powerfully insists 
.upon the exercise of that self-surrendering faith 
which is a real transaction with God, and which, 
;in yielding all, obtains all. 

" Faith and its Effects " takes the right 
ground, also, in dealing with unbelief. Many 
larger volumes ably demonstrate the unsound- 
ness of infidel theories ; and this is well. But 
ve know the tone of rebuke and denunciation 
with which the Bible, the New Testament 
especially, reprehends unbelief. And we know 
that the Holy Spirit, through the truth, reproves 
the world of sin, because they believe not on 
the Lord Jesus. Our author is a feUow-helper 
to the truth in this respect. Her warfare is 
with the "evil heart of unbelief." When the 
whole church will come altogether to the Lord's 
side in tliis controversy, what great results will 
follow ! 

One word more. The iesthmmy which believers 
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ought to bear for Grod, is judiciously recom- 
mended, as well as beautifully exemplified, 
throughout this book. Much good may be done 
in this way both by word and correspondence. 
" Give unto the Lord the glory due to His name." 
(Psalm xxix. 2.) Christians render unto all 
their dues. Hence they are very ciEireful in 
putting down exactly to a farthing the parti* 
culars of every business transaction. And the 
conscientious endeavour to render unto the Lord 
His due in testimony, — as well as doing good 
to others, — -would lead to a more strict and 
happy walk with God, and to the keeping a more 
ample and accurate record of His benefits. I 
am 80 assured that all those who aspire to the 
communings of the council-chamber of the 
Divine Majesty, and long to participate in the 
things that pass within the recesses of His 
palace, will read this book with interest and 
advantage, that I shall greatly rejoice if my 
earnest recommendation of it may contribute eX 
all to its wider circulation. 

Thomas Collins. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



What is faith ? This is a question which 
by the pious of all ages has been regarded 
as pre-eminently important. And surely the 
magnitude of the inquiry cannot be estimated 
beyond what its merit demands. What question 
can be more momentous to one^ who would 
secure the divine approval, since without faith 
it is impossible to please God ? Yet the subject 
of faith has been so ably discussed by theo- 
logians of deep piety, that the author of this 
work has no intention of entering upon this 
ground as the revealer of any new theory. She 
may not speak of a higher anticipation than 
that of bringing forth truths as old as the Bible, 
with the humble hope that the Holy Spirit may 
cause them to be presented to the reader with 
vitality and freshness. 

And why write a book, if nothing new to com- 
municate ? We answer. With the hope that some 
sincere inquirer, who may have been long look- 
ing for some new revelation, or that some great 
thing be wrought, may cease the vain endeavour, 
and in lowliness of mind ask for the old paths. 

Few, perhaps, have been more perplexed in 
relation to faith than the writer was in early life. 
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She has since discovered that the religion of the 
Bible does not require great powers of mind to 
reach it, but deep humility of spirit to come 
down to its simplicity. That the Bible is the 
word of God, is a truth with which from 
infancy she had been familiar ; yet from a want 
of a proper realization of this fact her difficulties 
mainly arose. For years past she has in expe- 
rimental verity apprehended the Divinity of 
the WoED, and consequently her difficulties 
about faith have all vanished. 

Meeting with many who inquire the heavenly 
way, and yet have been hindered by similar 
perplexitite, the author, in her frequent com- 
munications with such, has in her directions 
pointed to the law and the testimony, as an 
infallible guide, and a sufficient rule for faith 
and practice. Her endeavour has been to meet 
these diversified cases (which have ranged from 
the imawakened sinner to the traveller in the 
way of holiness) on the ground of Bible truth ; 
and it is hoped that something which has been 
presented may instruct and interest a few in 
each class of experience. If the work may be 
in any degree instrumental in the awakening 
and ultimate salvation of souls, the author's 
highest ambition will have been reached, and 
the glory shall be ascribed to the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. 
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FAITH AND ITS EFFECTS: 

OE, 

FRAGMENTS FROM MY PORTFOLIO. 



LETTER I. TO MR. M- 



My deab Me. M , you acknowledge 

yourself unawakened, but in this I think you are 
in part mistaken. In view of your inquiries 
after the way of life, I would hardly dare pro- 
nounce you wholly unawakened. You would 
not, with so much sincerity, desire instruction 
relative to that faith without which it is impos- 
sible to please God, unless you were in a degree 
aroused to an interest about your spiritual state. 

By your inquiry, "What is faith?" I am 
reminded of an interesting incident in my reli- 
gious history, which, in all its bearings, is to 
my mind signally illustrative of faith and its 
effects. As you have been religiously trained, 
and are not imused to rehearsals of Christian 
experience, you will know how to appreciate 
such intermixtures of my own experience as will 
be helpful toward illustrating the subject. 

Some time since I invited a Hicksite friend to 
accompany me to meeting. You know oJ ^\^% 
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Hicks, of bis rejection of the atonement, the 
only foundation of the Christian's hope, and 
also of his light estimate of the Scriptures, 
designating them as the dead letter, &c. So 
you will not be astonished when I say that I 
could not think of my friend as a follower of 
Christ. Knowing that she regarded herself as a 
professor of religion, and that any approach to 
her which failed to recognise her as such might 
wound her feelings, I knew not in what form 
of expression to give vent to my unutterable 
yearnings for her. At length, after a little sus- 
pense, I said, — 

" Mrs. i do you not sometimes feel that 

you would love to forsake all, and follow Christ ? " 

She gave an evasiye answer, and by her man- 
ner most clearly indicated that she was dis« 
pleased. Finding her thus guarded by a religious 
profemoHy which, if touched, gave displeasure, I 
ceased to approach her on the subject of her 
salvation. 

About ten months after, in admonishing the 
members of my class, I said, '* Too many mis- 
take the mark, by absorbing themselves in their 
own experience, whereas the design of God in 
redeeming us unto Himself seems to be this : — 
That we give ourselves at once wholly and for 
ever away to His service, in order that we may 
be unto Him a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works, not living to ourselves, as we should do 
were we ever absorbing ourselves in perplexities 
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about oar own experience. Who wonld not 
dismiss a servant that was ever saying, *I 
have about as much as I can do to serve 
myself?'" Several members resolved to aim 
at entire consecration, that is, to serve Christ 
wholly: we then covenanted together to begin 
at once to work for Gad, I suggested to them 
to single out some individual, not the most 
H^ely, by way of being religiously influenced, 
but the most unliJtely, and to interest them- 
selves, even as for their own souls, in the expe- 
rience of such, until we should meet again on 
the coming week. 

Pursuant to the advice I had given, I began 
to think. Whom shall I take to labour for to 
absorbingly during the week? — ^when it was 
suggested, " You had better inquire of God." I 
did so. To my astonishment, the individual 
referred to, with whom my former efforts had 
seemin^y been so fruitless, was presented. For 
a moment, I turned away with dismay. My 
thoughts ran thus : — Were the most vile, reck- 
less sinner suggested, or even 2^ professed infidel, 
I might in some way know how to approach 
him with hope of success ; but here is one whom 
I cannot meet with the Bible, for she regards 
it only as secondary authority ; neither can I 
approach her as an acknowledged sinner, for she 
is wrapped in the cloak of a profession. An 
'^ unlikely" case indeed, my heart responded. 
But this current of thought was arrested \)i^ \!&a 

B 2 
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chidings of the Spirit. The unbelieving lord of 
Samaria was brought to my remembrance, and I 
at once said, "Lord, I will not say, If Thou 
shouldst open windows in heaven, then might 
such a thing be, as that this person should be 
powerfiilly awakened to a sense of her condition 
as a sinner. But I will say, * All things are 
possible with Thee, and all things are possible 
to him that believeth* Only teach me how to 
approach her, and, * behold, here am I.' " 

It was suggested in return, "All you are at 
present required to do, is to keep her con- 
tinually before God in prayer." I did so, and 
most strikingly did God take the work into His 
own hands. He did not send me to her, but 
He sent her to me. An account of our inter- 
view will answer your question. 

With a countenance which bespoke docility, 
such as I had never before witnessed in her, she 
entered my room one morning, and said, — 

"Mrs. P , I have heard you speak of 

faithj and I should like to have you explain 
it to me." 

In return, I said, — 

"I am speaking to you, Mrs. W , and 

you believe me." She nodded assent. "God 
hath spoken, and the Bible is His word ; just 
as truly so, as though you heard Him audibly 
speaking from heaven, in the voice of mighty 
thunderings, as from Mount Sinai. God hath 
said, *The soul that sinneth, it shall die.'" 
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Now, if the sinner should Tesllj believe Grod, 
he would see himself already condemned; not to 
mere temporal death; this were in comparison 
a light matter; but the condemnation passed 
upon the sinner extends to soul and body, to all 

eternity. You remember the culprit C . 

He had violated the laws of his cotmtry, and in 
obedience to those laws the sentence of death 
was passed upon him by a fellow-man. 

How awful were his feelings while lying under 
condemnation 1 How were the sympathies of the 
public enlisted in his behalf ! How energetic and 
ceaseless the efforts of his friends for the removal 
of this condemnation ! But what is all the un* 
told agony occasioned by this sentence, compared 
with what the distress of the sinner would be, if 
he only had as much faith in the word of God as 
this culprit had in the word of his fellow-man ? 
He would see himself lying under a sentence 
which might be executed, not two or three 
months hence, but at any moment, " in such an 
hour as he thinks not," — a sentence which ex- 
tends not only to the poor perishing body, but 
to the immorl^ spirit, which, after thousands on 
thousands of ages have passed, will yet have not 
one day less to exist, where the worm dieth not, 
and the fire is not quenched. 

I think, my dear Mr. M , you may now ap- 
prehend the kind of faith which the unawakened 
sinner is required to exercise. You have been in 
the habit of thinking that you believe t\ie ^ord. 

B 3 
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of God. Should I tell you that you but par- 
tially believe it, and that you are in part infidel 
in principle, you would with abhorrence start 
from the suggestion, and doubtless would think 
me unkind. But you say you are unatoakened. 
Could you remain so, if you verily believed that 
the sentence of eternal death had abeady been 
passed upon you, — a sentence which may be 
executed even before you lay this paper from 
your hand ? 

Other inquiries connected with the awakening 
of my Hicksite friend were equally interesting 
and profitable ; but my mind at present is so 
concerned about your perishing condition, that 
I cannot consent to say more, until you assure 
me that you are indeed aroused to a convic- 
tion of the wrath that abideth upon the sinner. 
" God out of Christ is a consuming fire." You 
are out of Christ ! Do you imagine that your 
condition may not be so awful, so hazardous, as 
the foregoing conclusions imply ? Ah, my dear 

Mr. M , the Bible is the book from which, 

on examination, you will find these conclusions 
have been legitimately drawn. You say you 
believe the Bible. How can you believe it, 
and yet regard your condition as one of less 
peril than the Bible declares it to be ? 

And now, my dear friend, my feelings for you 
are those of indescribable solicitude. Shall I 
apologize for this inexpressible concern ? No ! 
As well might the friends of the poor culprit 
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- have ceremoniously accosted him thus: 



" Pardon the interest manifested by us in endea- 
vouring to free you from the sentence which has 
been passed upon you by the laws of your 
counti-y ; this sentence we know must inevitably 
and speedily be executed, only faint hopes are 
left that the strength of our influence and most 
energetic efforts may posnbly prevail." But you 
will remember, that neither the respectability nor 
most energetic efforts of his friends prevailed in 
his behalf; they only seemed to increase public 
indignation. *'One with such»a training, and 
such associations, ought to have known better," 
was the response of the popular voice. Just so, 

I fear, with you, dear Mr. M . If the 

prayerful sympathies and energetic efforts of 
your deeply pious friends could have been instru- 
mental in the removal of the awful condemna- 
tion which now rests upon you, long since would 
it have been removed. Will the fact of your 
advantages for religious improvement stand in 
mitigation, when at the last it shall be asked, 
why sentence should not be executed ? 

O my dear friend, though circumstances forbid 
my further pleading with you at this time, it 
relieves my oppressed heart to know that I may 
go to my closet, and plead with God for the 
continued influences of that Spirit which, alas ! 
you have so much grieved by your delays. 
With yet another word of admonition, which 
I hope you will now take to your cloael, \ 
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must leave you for the present. You have said, 
" The time does not seem to have come for me 
to begin in earnest to seek the Lord." If God 
should speak audibly from heaven to you, say- 
ing, " Now is the accepted time ; behold, noto is 
the day of salvation : " " To-day if ye will hear 
My voice, harden not your heart ; " would you 
not conclude that the time had indeed come for 
you to begin in earnest ? What is the reason 
that the voice of God, as sounding through the 
Bible, has not the same effect which you imagine 
a voice pealing from the heavens would produce ? 
Is it not because you do not in heart receive the 
Bihle as the word of God ? 

From what has been said, I think you now 
apprehend something more about " faith and its 
effects." 

Yours, with most prayerful solicitude. 



LETTEK II. TO MK. M- 



To Mb. M. . It gives me much satisfac- 
tion, my dear friend, to be permitted to address 
you as one inquiring the way to life. In your 
letter of inquiry, the effect of your faith in God 
is indeed most evident. 

Though you have not yet exercised that faith 
through which the unpardoned sinner is justi- 
fied, yet you must not yield to the suggestion. 
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that you have no faith. Though small in its 
beginning as a grain of mustard-seed, yet let 
me for your encouragement say, that clearer de- 
monstration could not be asked than that which 
your inquiries present, of the existence and 
workings of faith in your heai-t. You say, " I 
see my perilous state as a sinner already con- 
demned, but I do not realize my undone condi- 
tion. I hear others cry out from disquietude of 
soul ; yet with an unmoved heart, and with tear- 
less eyes, I am myself brooding over my hard- 
ness and impenitence." 

Now, my friend, would you be disposed to 
bemoan your condition thus, were it not that 
you believe God will verily execute the sentence 
which He hath pronounced upon you? Here, 
then, is the effect of faith thus far. Now this is 
but the first step, the beginning of a life of faith ; 
and if you do not go on, you will surely perish. 
But there are other truths, which are in imme- 
diate connexion with those which you have 
already believed. As you have now begun to 
believe God, O may you, without lingering, take 
the next step, which I will now endeavour to 
present to you ! 

Listen ! Your Eedeemer and your Saviour is 
now saying unto you, " Him that cometh unto 
Me I will in nowise cast out." " But," say you, 
" have I not just been telling you of my hard- 
ness and impenitence, and can I expect the Sa- 
viour to receive me in such an emotionless con- 
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dition?" You mistake, in speaking of your 
heart as impenitent. Impenitence implies ab- 
sence of contrition, or sorrow for sin. • If you 
are not soiTy for sin, why do you so earnestly 
inquire the way to the Saviour? Why do 
you want salvation from sin ? Is it not because 
you hate the sins which made you mourn ? 

Then say no more that you are impenitent. 
It is indeed sinful to have a hard heart ; but you 
are not required to save yourself from any of 
your sins. Christ alone can save you ; and He 
now says, "Come unto Me." Will you come 
now ? or will you wait till you have made your- 
self worthy, by a longer continuance in groan- 
ing and lamentation ? 

Do you not perceive that you are by this 
course endeavouring to mve yourself in part, 
before coming to Christ? O cease these vain 
endeavours ! Now come to Jesus : — 

" If you tarry till you *re better. 
You will never come at all." 

" Him that cometh unto Me I will in nowise 
cast out." Will you not now comply with the 
condition, and come to the Saviour just as you 
are ? He will not cast you out. The reasons 
yoQ urge why you may be rejected, are the very 
reasons why you should come to the Saviour, 
and why He desires to save you. He came to 
save you from your sins ; and is not this state 
of feeling, which you urge as a reason why you 
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nay not come just now to Christ, siftfid ? Can 
^ou be saved from this sin till you trust .Christ 
o save you ? It is tin^fvl to stay away from the 
kyiour ; and unless you intend to defer coming 
o Him until you are yet more unworthy, you 
rill come believingly now, assured that He will 
a nowise oast you out. 

I have concluded to give you the reading of a 
etter which was addressed to one whose state 
•f mind was very similar to your own ; and may 
le who hath not said to the seed of Jacob, 
^ Seek ye My face in vain," say to you speedily, 
' Lo, I am thy salvation 1 " 

TO A SINCERE IN(^UIRER. 

My dear Friend, — ^You asked me to re- 
ember you in prayer. I have indeed been 
uiding for you, and am fully assured of the 
lingness of God to bless you with a know- 
^ of forgiveness and acceptance. Yet I see 
culties in the way of your receiving the de- 
of your heart. Not that I do not believe 
are most earnestly and sincerely seeking 
tion ; not that you are unwilling to give 
he world and its vanities, and to take 
you the cross of Christ, and come out as a. 
mying follower of the Lord Jesus ; or 
tm are not truly penitent. These difficul- 
the way of your salvation I believe are 
i. 
I know you are longing to lineat NvViaV. 
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I 

difficulties I would suggest. Yet I cannot hope 
to do much good by stating them, unless you 
consent to promise before God, that wherein 
you may see your error, you will in the strength 
of Jesus exercise that holy violence which the 
kingdom of heaven suffereth, relative to the re- 
moval of these difficulties. 

First. You say you cannot feel that you have 
repentance, and you give this as one reason why 
you cannot now come to Christ. What does 
this turning away from the vanities of the world 
mean ? What this resolute looking Zion-ward ? 
this coming out as a seeker of salvation? &c. 
Does not all this show fruit meet for repent- 
ance ? Unless repentance were imparted, could 
you thus produce its fruits ? You can no longer 
doubt, then, that you have repentance, without 
denying the work of the Spirit ; for you coidd 
not have had this grace unless the Spirit liad 
wrought it in your heart. Now, unless you 
acknowledge this to the praise of God, you will 
add to your former transgressions the sin of 
ingratitude. 

You are called "to the acknowledgment of 
every good thing which is in you by Christ 
Jesus;" and, unless you are thankful for this 
gift, God may take away even that which you 
have. O ! bow just now before Him who is 
exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give 
repentance unto Israel and remission of sin. 
Thank Him that He has given you the gift of 
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repentance, and, through grace, promise no 
longer to grieve the Spirit by denying that this 
work hath been wrought in you. Make confes- 
sion before Gx)d of this your error, and then it 
is your duty to expect that forgiveness will tU 
once follow confession. " If we confess our sins, 
He is faithful and just to forgive." 

Next you say, " I see other convicted persons 
manifest much more feeling than myself." But 
this should not influence your conclusions rela- 
tive to your state. Difference in constitutional 
temperament has much to do with the exhibi- 
tion of the heart's internal movements. There 
is a diversity of operations, and it is not wise to 
measure yourself by others, or to mark out a 
way for God, as though He were to come to a 
standard which you have raised. Were it for 
the best, God could give you such a view of 
yourself out of Christ, as to sink your soul at 
once into eternal despair. In mercy to you, 
this view is withheld; but He gives you just 
such perceptions of your state as are appropriate 
to the end designed. That is. He gives you such 
perceptions of your condition as influence you to 
turn heartily away from the world and its vani- 
ties, to loathe sin in every form, and also to 
beget in you an ardent desire for salvation. 

Shall I repeat what the Spirit hath often told 
you?— 

■ " All the fitness He requireth 

Is to feel your need of Him." 

c 
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But there are yet other difficulties. You say 
your heart is hard. Have you a right to expect 
other than a heart of stone, until you give your- 
self to the Saviour ? He hath promised to take 
away the heart of stone, and give you a heart of 
flesh. But you prevent Him from doing this 
for you, because you do not resign yourself tp' - 
Him. You do not imagine that the Saviour 
needs your help in fitting that heart for His. re- 
ception. Then why longer withhold, as though 
you were acting on this principle ? He says, " I 
will take away the heart of stone, and give you a 
heart of flesh." Do not let Him say of you, " Ye 
will not come unto Me, that ye may have life." 

I knew a person who for hours continued in 
lamentation, (though without tears,) crying out, 
" O my hard heart, my hard heart ! " It was 
said to her, " Why not give that hard heart to 
the Saviour? He has promised to give you a 
new heart, — a heart of flesh." Up to this mo- 
ment she, instead of looking unto Jesus, had 
been looking at hene^f, — brooding over her hard 
heart. Consequently, instead of rising, she had 
been sinking lower, and yet lower, in despair. 
But she now said, '* I will give this heart, which 
wiU not break, to Jesus." At once the Saviour, 
true to His promise, gave her a new spirit. He 
took away the stony heart, and gave her indeed 
a heart of flesh. And with tears of joy she now 
proclaimed His love. Will you not now "go 
and do likewise ? " 
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As you do not expect that salvation will in 
any degree come from mthiuy cease to look for 
any good thing from yourself. " Look unto Me 
and be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth." Keep 
steadily looking unto Jesus ; if you take your 
eye oflF from this one point of attraction, you sink. 
You acknowledge yourself lost. Then you are 
precisely the character whom Jesus came to save : 
** Eor the Son of man came to seek and to save 
that which was lost.** Would you ever have set 
out to seek Him, had He not first sought you ? 
Yes, you are now the sought out of the Lord, 
and your precious Saviour will not upbraid you 
if you now rejoicingly sing, — 

" Jesos sought me when a stranger. 
Wandering from the fold of God : 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed His precious blood." 

Do I not hear you with gladness of heart say- 
ing, " Saviour of sinners. Thou art my Saviottr ? *' 
Yes ! Hallelujah to Jesus 1 '* Gome and let us 
exalt His name together." 

Your devoted friend. 



LETTER III. TO MR. M- 



To MT SIN-SICK Friend, Mr. M- 



"But," you ask, "does not the Lord in H\a 
sovereignty at times withhold the po^wex \a 

o 2 
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exercise faith from the seeking soul?" And 
further, " How is it that some for weeks and 
months, with so much sincerity and earnestness, 
go about as mourners in Zion, while others, 
perhaps, only in a few hours go through the 
process of awakening and conversion?" 

I do not think we have any Scripture ground 
for the supposition, that God ever withholds the 
power to exercise faith from the sincere inquirer. 
It is true that there may be difficulties in the 
way of exercising faith with some who desire 
salvation. I once knelt beside a mourner, and 
said, — 

" How long since you first began to seek the 
Lord ? " 

" Four years." 

"Four years!" I exclaimed: "what! seek- 
ing the Lord four years, and say that you have 
not yet found Him 1 Surely this must be a mis- 
take. God hath said, 'And ye shall seek Me 
and . find Me, when ye shaU search for Me with 
all your heart.' God cannot be unfaithful, and 
there must have been some mistake in your 
manner of seeking Him." 

I then began to inquire whether there had 
not been some reservation in her mind, relative 
to sacrificing all for Christ. " Perhaps," said 
I, "you may have had your eye upon some 
worldly-minded professor, and thought, 'If I 
could get religion, and be or do like such a one, 
how gladly would I enjoy it 1 ' Your mind may 
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have been so enlightened as to see these things 
inconsistent with an entire surrender; but still 
you have persevered in endeavouring to bring 
GK)d to your terms, instead of coming yourself 
bo His." 

She frankly acknowledged that this had indeed 
been precisely her case. I assured her that she 
might just as well give up all hope at once of 
3ver being saved, as continue to seek Gk>d with 
these reservations. 

" Though you might go on years longer as a 
professed seeker, you would come no nearer the 
point. But there is no probability that the 
Spirit of the Lord would strive with you thus 
long. What a mercy that your Saviour, grieved 
ind insulted by your oflFers of half-hearted ser- 
rice, has not ceased to tender you His grace, 
md left you to utter hardness and impenitence ! 
But you may be now receiving the last urgings 
)f the Spirit; yet let me tell you, if you will 
low make confession of your sin, in not being 
villing to give up all for Christ, and will come, 
'enouncing yourself and sin, He will now receive 
fou." She made the resolve that she would 
rield; and the more powerful influences of the 
Spirit were immediately given to help her infirmi- 
ies ; and in perhaps less than five minutes she 
vas filled with the joys of salvation. 

In like manner is the faithfulness of God to 
he seeker ever exhibited. Though not often &o 
;lea;]^ perceivable to the eye of man, as ia ^ke 

c 8 
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case just stated, yet in the eye of Omniscience 
every case is undoubtedly equally marked. I 
cannot believe that there is any lingering on the 
part of God in fulfilling His promises to the 
seeking soul. When we come to Him in the 
way of His requirements, we are met with His 
blessing; when unwilling to comply with the 
conditions upon which salvation is offered, we 
are rejected. God is not man that He should 
change, neither is He a respecter of persons. 
With Israel on Mount Ebal, and on Mount 
Gerizim, we pronounce our own blessings and 
curses; for, alike with them, the course which 
we pursue will draw down just such results as 
God hath pronounced on the characters we 
sustain. 

But God is love; and it is my desire to 
encourage you in the assurance, that there will 
be no delay on His part in meeting you on the 
ground of the promises. Within a few days I 
have seen this exemplified in the experience 
of five persons, in whose awakening and conver- 
sion I have been most deeply interested. Nei- 
ther of the five, I have reason to believe, were 
really awakened until the day on which I ad- 
dressed them personally relative to their danger 
out of Christ. On the same day on which they 
were convicted they were converted. I believe 
one had previously attended church occasionally, 
but the others were habitual neglecters of Grod's 
house and worship. They were convinced of 
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the necessity of seeking God with all the heart, 
if they would find Him ; and of the uselessness 
of expecting to find Him, unless they came to 
this decision. I placed this view of the subject 
prominently before them, when they first pro- 
mised to seek the Lord. "If you knew you 
were to die before twelve o'clock to-night, you 
would be very much in earnest, and feel that 
you had no time to lose," said I to one. " Yes," 
was the reply. I said, " You would not, in that 
case, seek God with mare than all your heart; 
and unless you seek Him just as earnestly now, 
you will not find ; for He has not promised to 
be found of you until you seek Him with all 
your heart." The same evening on which this 
3onversation occurred she was converted. 

I knew an individual who, for years, felt the 
leed of salvation to a degree that embittered all 
iarthly enjoyments. He was not only willing to 
x>me out from the world, but gave most unequi- 
vocal demonstration of his unwiUingness to be 
x)nformed to its spirit. It was cause of much 
prayerful concern with me, that one so sincere, 
md in earnest, should so long remain in this 
state ; and I sent for him to come and spend an 
jvening with me, hoping that the hindrance 
night, in some way, be ascertained. Nothing 
seemed to throw light on the subject, until, at 

;he close of the interview, I said, " Mr. S , 

lave you never felt it to be your duty to join 
he church ? " With a decision of maniveT w\i\cV\. 
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told just where his will was strongly fixed, he 
replied, " That I will never do, until I know I 
have religion ; for there are backsliders enough 
in the church now." 

" This," said I, " is just what I believe you 
wiU have to do, before you get the witness of 
your acceptance. Yes, you will have to do it ; 
and then trust the Lord to keep you. To do 
otherwise implies a distrustfulness, which must 
be displeasing to God," I added. 

The next night he came out under circum- 
stances of unusual pubUdty, and said, " Such 
and such were my views, but now I have made 
up my mind to unite with the church." This 
was on Saturday night, and on Sunday morning 
Jesus, the Eesurrection and the Life, raised his 
soul to the most joyfiil assurance of renovated 
nature, even the enjoyment of a life of faith on 
the Son of God. 

A variety of cases might be given, illustrative 
of the faithfulness of God, and of the effects re- 
sulting from faith and obedience; but I must 
close with the relation of one which, I hope, 
may be suited to your case. 

An individual, after various expedients in 
reading, fasting, and praying, at length came to 
the conclusion that it was too late for him to 
seek salvation, — that he had sinned beyond the 
limits of mercy. While in heaviness he was 
thus reflecting upon his sins, the text, " My son, 
give Me thine heart," came to his mind. " Can 
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it be," thought he, " that God makes such a requi- 
sition of me as this ? He knows what a heart I 
have, how hard, how polluted, how unfit for life 
or for death ; and yet He says, * Give Me thine 
heart.' What can He want of my heart ? He 
wants to make it good; to create it anew; to 
wash it in the blood of Jesus, and to make it a 
temple meet for the residence of His Spirit.'* " I 
dropped my flail," said he, (for he was in his 
barn at work,) "and, prostrating myself upon 
the straw, I said, * O Lord, if Thou canst accept 
of such a heart as mine, here it is. I give my- 
self to Thee just as I am, a poor, vile sinner.' " 
Instantly he was saved; and so wonderful did 
the plan of salvation now appear to him, — so 
new, so suited to the condition of the lost, — 
that it seemed as if all his life had been spent in 
the dark ; and he was affected to tears, that no 
one had ever thus explained to him the way of 
salvation. 

Yours, in Christian love. 



LETTER IV. TO MR. M 



To MY Friend, Mr. M.- 



(( 



By faith I lay my hand 
On that dear head of Thine, 

"While like the penitent I stand. 
And there confess my sin.'* 
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O that you might thus see all your sins on 
Jesus laid ! It does seem to me, that all you 
now need is the exercise of simple faith; that 
faith which appropriates the merits of your Sa- 
viour to your own case. If sincerity, earnest- 
ness, or a willingness to come out and confess 
Christ before men, were sufl&cient to bring you 
into the enjoyment of the favour of God, wiihoui 
appropriating faith, such had been your happi- 
ness now. Though, without these, your efforts 
to exercise faith would be unavailing, yet these, 
though most ftilly developed, would utterly fail 
in securing the object without faith. But you 
ask, " Is not faith the gift of God ? and can I 
have it, unless it be given me from above?" 
No! "Every good and perfect gift cometh 
down from the Father of lights." But does not 
God give you the faith now required? He is 
not a hard master. The command, ."Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved," would be unreasonable, unless the power 
to be obedient were given with the command. 

Imagine that you were embarrassed with pecu- 
niary liabilities, hopelessly beyond your resources. 
Now suppose you have a friend of unbounded 
reputation and wealth. His name commands 
universal confidence ; his uniform bearing toward 
you has been that of benevolence and love ; he 
hears of your distress, and writes you word, " I 
have taken your liabilities upon myself. I knew 
of your inability to pay ; I have therefore paid 
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le debts contracted : and now I am not merely 
illing that you should reckon yourself free, but 

is my pleasure that you should do so now. 
[y name has already gone forth in promise to 
iUeve aU those alike distressed with yourself, 
ho may apply to me ; and the honour of my 
ime requires that your acknowledgment of my 
ithMness in fulfilling my word be at once 
lade before the world." 

I need not make the application ; you cannot 
Lshonour your Saviour more than by doubting 
hether He will ftdfil His promises. His name 
( Faithful and Tbub. O how sinful must a 
istrustfulness, whether He will now fulfil His 
romises, appear in His sight, when He hath 
lid, "Now is the accepted time; behold, now 
; the day of salvation !" For all the promises of 
rod " in Him are yea, and amen, unto the glory 
F Ghod." The Saviour is now looking upon you 
ith an eye of infinite love, longing to fulfil His 
romises to you; but He cannot bless you in 
3ur unbelief. It is inconsistent with the prin- 
[ples upon which the government of His king- 
om is established : unbelief is a sin, and you 
lust renounce it ; for the Saviour came to save 
ovifrotn your sins, not in your sins. 

Tlie best way to show fruits meet for repent- 
ace, is to pursue a course directly opposed to 
lat which is now lamented. I have known 
ersons to mourn over the sin of unbelief most 
iteously for months^ and even years, and ^et 
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not renounce it. Does this exhibit to the eye of 
God fruit meet for repentance ? To the eye of 
man, this course may indicate repentance, and 
his petitions to God in behalf of the suppliant 
may be drawn from conclusions thus begotten. 
Thus it is that we not unfrequently hear peti- 
tions iramed in words which imply that the 
delay is on the part of God, as though the sin- 
ner were all ready for the reception of the bless- 
ing, and only waiting for God to become willing 
to bestow it. Approaching God thus in behalf 
of the awakened sinner, I conceive to be an 
error of great magnitude. Its effect on the mind 
of that sinner is necessarily disastrous, inasmuch 
as it removes the cause of delay from himself, 
and casts it upon God: and how insulting is 
such a petition to that God who ever stands, 
with extended arms, calling upon the sinner, 
saying, " Come : for all things are now read]^! " 

I remember, my dear Mr. M , once to 

have met an illustration of faith, which I think 
may be helpful to you. The relater gives it 
thus : "I once saw a lad on the roof of a very 
high building, where several men were at work. 
He was gazing about with apparent unconcern, 
when suddenly his foot slipped, and he fell. In 
falling he .caught by a rope, and hung suspended 
in mid air, where he could neither get up nor 
down, and where it was evident he could sustain 
himself but a short time. He perfectly knew his 
situation, and expected in a few minutes to be 
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dashed on the rocks below. At this moment a 
kind and powerful man rushed out of the house, 
and, standing beneath him with extended arms, 
called out, 'Let go of the rope; I will receive 
you. I can do it. Let go of the rope, and I 
promise you shall escape unharmed.' The boy 
hesitated for a moment, and then, quitting his 
hold, dropped easily and safely into the arms of 

, his deliverer." Here is an illustration of faith : 
here is a simple act of faith. The poor boy 

. knew his danger; he saw his deHverer, and 
heard his voice. He believed in him, — trusted 
him, — and, letting go every other dependence 
and. hxyfky he dropped into his arms. 

Do you feel that you have done all you can ? 
Let me take the language of another, and say, 
" Just stop doing, and begin to trust Christ to 
do all for you, and you are safe. A man is 
rowing a boat on a river, just above a dreadful 
cataract ; the current begins to bear him down- 
ward; the spectators give him up for lost. 
*He is gone,' they exclaim; but in another 
moment a rope is thrown toward the wretched 
man; it strikes the water near the boat: now 
how does the case stand ? Do all the spectators 
call upon him to row ? to try harder to reach 
the shore, when, with every stroke of his arm, 
the boat is evidently /nearing the falls? O no ! 
the eager and united cry is, ' Drop your oars ! 
give up your desperate attempt 1 take Jiold of the 
ropeT But he chooses to row, and in ^ fe^ 

D 
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moments he disappears, and perishes. All his 
hope lay, not in rowing, but in laying hold 
of the rope ; for while he was rowing, he could 
not grasp the rope. So the sinner's hope lies 
not in struggling to save himself, but in ceasing 
to struggle ; for while he expects to accomplish 
the work of salvation himself, he will not look 
to Christ to do it for him." 

But some abuse this doctrine of unmerited 
gi'ace, and say, " K all I have to do is to cease 
from attempting to save myself, and to be 
willing that Christ should do the work of my 
salvation, why urge me to become a Christian, 
or to do anything? Why not let me sit still, 
and wait till Christ shall come and pardon me ? " 

And what if the man in the boat had dropped 
his oars, and then folded his hands, and waited 
for the rope to save him? Ue might as well 
have died rowing as sitting still ; and would as 
certainly have died in the latter as in the former 
case. But he must gra^ the rope. So the sin- 
ner must lay hold of the hope set before him; 
not by waiting till he is better, but by first con- 
cluding that he never shall be any better in the 
way he is going on, and then looking to Christ. 
May I not believe that you are now trusting 
your all in the hands of your Saviour? I do 
not say that I hope you were doing it a few 
moments since, but that you are now doing it. 
O that this may be the work of every succeeding 
moment, imtil I hear from you 1 
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" Venture oh Him, ▼entnre freely. 
Let no other trust intrude ; 
None but Jesus 

Can do helpless sinners good." 

Your much interested friend. 



LETTER V. TO ME. M- 



To MY HAPPY Brother in Christ, Mr. 

M . "Why did I not before venture on 

the Saviour?" you exclaim. Just so hundreds 
have with amazement asked before you. But 
the unrenewed mind cannot form proper per- 
ceptions of the power of faith. In reference to 
every stage of experience it may be said, "If 
any man will do His will, he shall know of the 
doctrine." In complying with the condition, 
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
aihalt be saved," you have been brought to a 
blessed knowledge of the doctrine of justifica- 
tion by faith. Such effects must of necessity 
follow such acts of obedience and faith. I say, 
must of necessity follow, because the principles 
by which the kingdom of grace is governed are 
unchangeable. 

The reason why you were not before blessed, 
you now perceive, was not because God was \m- 
willing to meet you, but whoUy from delay on 
your part in complying with the conditioTi^u^OTv. 

D 2 
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wliicb Tou were to be leccived. The wwrneni 

m 

YOU complied with tbese, you found the Lord. 
Thus it is that the Sariour ever stands waiting 
to save the sinner, and from no cause will He 
ever withhold salvation one moment after the 
sinner has complied with the conditions of 
salvation. 

I have known some instances peculiarly illus- 
trative of the fact, that God ever meets us thus, 
on the ground of His word. One is that of 
a ladv, whose soliditv of Christian character is 
weU known and appreciated. For one whose 
birth had been in a Christian land, she was 
surprisingly ignorant of her accountability to 
God. She had not been in the habit of reading 
the Bible, or attending public worship ; neither 
had she mingled with pious associates ; and thus 
all her early years were spent, having no hope, 
and without Grod in the world. She feU in the 
way of a devoted Christian, who told her of the 
claims of her Eedeemer. Her heart seemed at 
once won with a view of His great love in dying 
to save her, and she quickly renounced the 
world, and gave her heart to Grod. Imme- 
diately she was made happy in the enjoyment of 
the Saviour's love. This sudden transition asto- 
nished her friends, as they had beard so little 
about her convictions for sin. But the fruits of 
conversion were so evident, that tlie most scep- 
tical could not doubt the reality of the change. 

In relating her experience some time after- 
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ward, she informed me, that she in reality had 
few of those deeply distressing perceptions of 
guilt spoken of by many previom to her con- 
version. She felt, indeed, that she needed a 
Saviour, and was told that Jesus received sin- 
ners. In accordance with what was told her, 
she verily believed that all the Lord required 
of her was to give up herself, as a sinner, into 
His hands. She at once believed, and accord- 
ing to her faith it was done unto her. After- 
ward, as she became better able to bear the 
view, the guilt of her former life, with powerftd 
convictions of the eiLceeding sinfulness of sin, 
and of the wrath awaiting her, had not the 
Saviour, His own self, borne her sins in His 
own body on the tree, so appeared to her, that 
nature could scarce endure the sight. How this 
view endeared the Saviour to her, you can now 
form some conception. 

Another case was related to me by that emi- 
nent Minister, the late Rev. S. Merwin. It 
occurred where he was labouring, and I think 
under his own eye. The brothers of a certain 
young lady had been converted, but she as yet 
had resisted the influence of the Holy Spirit. 
One evening she accompanied some of her gay 
friends to a singing school, and on her return 
stopped at a meeting then in progress. Several 
kneeling penitents were at the altar, and pre- 
sently she saw one, newly entered upon the ^0^% 
of salvatioii, praish^ the Lord. ''Tbe ^as&& 

D 3 
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happiness is for you, if you will only renounce 
your sins, and give your lieart to the Lord," 
was suggested. She counted the cost, and then 
deliberately decided on the surrender. The first 
intimation which her pious brothers had of her 
change, was conveyed in her joyful acclamations 
of praise for salvation through Christ. They 
had only thought of her as of one resisting the 
Holy Spirit, and now to witness her sudden 
triumph filled them with amazement, and for 
a moment they thought, " Has our sister become 
a scoffer ? Has she, in her opposition, come to 
ridicule the subject of religion?" But they 
were soon undeceived, and by her life were 
assured that she was truly converted. 

My object in giving these narrations is to 
exhibit the faithfulness of God in meeting us 
at any moment on the ground of His word ; 
and if you had come to the act of surrender 
and reliance on Christ, the first moment you 
saw yourself to be a condemned sinner, pardon 
and acceptance would at once have followed. 
Only think how soon the jailor and his house- 
hold were converted. 

But now, my dear friend, you have only en- 
tered upon the heavenly way of a life of faith on 
the Son of God. In order to be sustained in 
this state, ceaseless reliance on your part, and 
the continued agency of the Holy Spirit, will be 
needful. You are required to work out your 
milvation with fear and trembling ; for it is God 
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hat worketh in you. Though you are required 
keep yourself in the love of God, yet you can 
le kept only through the power of the Holy 
irhost, in answer to the ceaseless intercessions 
f Christ. 

" You obtained a new heart by giving it away 
3 Jesus," said I to a very youthful disciple, 
and the only way you can retain it is" — 
he caught the words from my lips, and said^ 
By giving it away, and giving it all the time.** 
t is only by this act of ceaseless surrender that 
on can retain the ground gained. But whil6 
ou retain, you must not think you are not gain- 
ig ; for you cannot abide in Christ without be- 
3ming hourly more assimilated to His likeness. 

As you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
> walk in Him. This, as you will observe, 
aplies ceaseless progression, — " walk." Settle 

in your mind now, at the commencement of 
yar heavenward pilgrimage, that there is no 
anding still in religion. The Saviour says. 
He that gathereth not with Me, scattereth 
)road ; he that is not with Me, is against Me." 
[uch that passes for religion is nothing more 
lan an empty profession. Though you may 
%en be much benefitted in looking at the ex- 
nple of devoted Christians, — for Christ says of 
ich, " Ye are the light of the world," — ^yet it is 
3t safe to have your mind too much absorbed, 
ren in the contemplation of this. At best they 
line but in borrowed rays ; and it is possv\Aj& 
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to have your vision so filled with these lesser 
lights, as to draw the attention from those be- 
lieving views of Christ which are ever trans- 
forming. And then there is danger here. The 
best human beings are, at least, liable to err ; 
and if your eye is on them, instead of being 
4xed on the Sun of Eighteousness, most disas- 
trous consequences might ensue. 

Good books are often very helpful; but let 
the Bible be the book of books with you. Try 
to have one ever about your person, so that at 
any moment you may turn to it, as the man of 
your counsel. In this way you may often save 
moments for communing with God, and with 
David hide His word in your heart, so that you 
may not offend. The eminent Wesley, when lie 
had nearly finished his earthly pilgrimage, in 
speaking of the Bible, says, ''0 give me that 
book 1 At any price give me the book of God ! 
I have it: here is knowledge enough for me. 
Let me be a man of one book." How unlike 
all other books is the Bible I Here the appetite 
never satiates. Here you may feast with increasing 
relish, until with unutterable longings the spirit 
cries, " Lord, evermore give me this bread.'* 

But this is a subject on which I know not 
where to pause. My heart gathers inspiration 
whenever I speak of the excellence of the Scrip- 
tures. Would that my lips or pen were em- 
powered to give utterance to the sentiments 
whkb possess my soul, in reference to this 
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nderful book ! O, it is in verity the word 
THE Lord ! If the whole Christian worid 
leed believed this, then all perplexities about 
bh would be at an end. " Grod hath said it, 
i I believe it," would be the ready response 
m the lips of thousands, who are now 
)ping their way in darkness, because of their 
belief; and the effect of faith would be most 
•riously manifested in the lives of professors, 
their entire renewal in the image of Grod. 
I have much more that I wish to say on this, 
1 on many other points. I greatly desire that 
1 may know the full power of saving grace, 
i not stop short of any state made possible 
you through the death and present interces- 
n of the Saviour. Fix your aim here, — to 
jrehend that for which you have been appre- 
ided of Christ. You have attained a state of 
tification before God. This is indeed a state 
great blessedness; and when, in view of 
:her attainments, I have heard it spoken of 
paragingly, I have been often greatly pained, 
t in order that you retain this state, there are 
ties which come in, link after link, forming 
J continuous chain of Gospel privilege. The 
;ire scheme of our salvation is conditional, 
^ow, therefore, if ye will obey My voice in- 
id, and keep My covenant, then ye shall be a 
3uliar treasure unto Me," meets us at every 
int. Would you remain in this glorious state 
justification, the condition at once meets ^oxl*. 
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" If ye will obey My voice indeed, and keep My 
covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure 
unto Me above all people." I am sure you will 
much desire to know more of the conditions 
upon which you may remain in this state, and 
of the obedience required; but I must defer 
what I would say on this point till my next. 

Yours as ever. 



LETTER VI. TOME. M- 



To MY Friend in Jesus, Mu. M- 



said in my last, that there are conditions upon 
which a state of justification is retained. From 
the views of some persons, one might imagine 
that there is such a thing as being justified and 
condemned at the same moment. I once met 
a young professor, whose general lightness of 
character and frequent inadvertences gave pain- 
ful indication that she was a Christian only in 
name. I expostulated with her upon the hurt- 
ful tendency of a matter she had just been pro- 
secuting. This, with her habitual course as a 
professor, was too questionable to admit of an 
attempt at justification, and she did not propose 
it. But my heart was yearning over the 
wounded cause of God, and I really wished to 
remove the foundations of a profession which so 
dishonoured it. In view of this, I asked whe- 
ther she did not think her course at variance 
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. the requirements of Scripture. She ad- 
ed it to be so. I said, " Do you feel, then, 
you can stand justified before God, in view 
ich conduct?" 
Yes." 

Why, the word of God condemns you, and 
you acknowledge ; how, then, can you stand 
fied? You surely cannot be justified and 
lemned at the same time?" 
[ow, I would not say that this person was 
3critical in her profession ; no, she was only 
>wing in a path which hundreds of young 
essors pursue. At the commencement of 
Christian career, she had doubtless joyfully 
, " There is therefore now no condemnation 
hem which are in Christ Jesus, who walk 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit." But 
lindful at length of the character to whom 
I said, "There is no condemnation," she, 
aps, almost unawares, began to walk 
• the flesh. Now, by walldng after the 
. you will readily perceive she ceased to 
ain the character to which the Apostle says 
sre is no condemnation to them who are in 
ist;" and a state of justification was of 
selost. These derelictions continued would 
I end in the loss of adoption also, and the 
be cast off as a withered branch, 
would not accuse such of intentional insin- 
:y ; but surely this mistake of calling a bless- 
by a name which the state of the mdmduxii 
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professing it contradicts, tells disastrously upon 
the interests of experimental piety in the church. 

You will now see that the condition upon 
which a state of justification is retained is, that 
you " walk after the Spirit." Walking implies 
going forward. By your surrender to God the 
foundation of your Christian character has been 
laid. The principles of the doctrine of Christ 
have now been learned. But do you stop here? 
No ! As well might the child who has learned 
his alphabet say, "I have finished my educa- 
tion." It is true that many, very many, do 
stop at this point; and here was the error 
of our young friend, whose erratic course told 
so grievously on the cause of God : and more or 
less so will be the course of all who do not 
steadily purpose to " leave the principles of the 
doctrine of Christ, and go on unto perfection." 

Do not imagine that you can retain the state 
in which you now stand, unless you "^o o«." 
O may this, by the power of the Spirit, ever 
stand before your mind, in the form of Hving 
truth ! Would that you could witness the fer- 
vour of my desires for you on this point 1 God 
comnumds it; and can I urge its importance 
more than by reminding you of this? You 
abhor a backslidden state; yet with all your 
abhorrence you will inevitably backslide, unless 
you obey the conunand, "Go on to perfec- 
tion." There is no standing still in religion; 
and now^ at the commencement of your Chris- 
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tian career, let me say. Deem that day wor^e 
than lost which is not in some way marked by 
religious progress. 

But you may say, " If I keep going steadily 
on, how long before I may expect to arrive at a 
state of perfection? And if I arrive at this 
point, will not the summit of Christian attain- 
ment on earth be reached, and the command, 
* Qv ony no more be needed?" 

Tour inquiries are, indeed, most important, 
and, did opportunity now permit, I would at 
once endeavour to answer. The Lord willing, 
you shall soon hear from me again. 

In yet more tender Christian regards, yours. 



LETTER VII. TO ME. M- 



My dear Christian Brother, in view of 
the admonition, " Go on unto perfection," you 
inquire, "Should I go steadily onward, how 
soon may I expect to arrive at a state of per- 
fection? And when I arrive at this point, 
will not the summit of Christian attainment be 
reached?" Permit me to answer your latter 
inquiry first, and it will enable me more readily 
to meet the former. 

The summit of Christian attainment reached ? 
No, not in eternity itself, with receptive powers 
still growing, while immortality endus^^^ V"^ 
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the attainments in love^ knowledge, light, and 
power, which have been made possible through 
the atonement, be grasped. Paul says, "Not 
as though I had already attained, either were 
already perfect: but I follow after, if that I 
may apprehend that for which also I am appre- 
hended of Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not 
myself to have apprehended : but this one thing 
I do : forgetting those things which are behind; 
and reacMng forth unto those things which are 
before, I press toward the mark for the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." 

It is evident, as you perceive, on scriptural 
authority, that a state of perfection which will 
not admit higher degrees is not to be expected. 
But that a state of perfection is attainable is 
most evident, and is proven upon the same pre- 
mises. The Apostle, in continuation of what I 
have already quoted, goes on to say, "Let us 
therefore, as many as be perfect^ be thus minded ; " 
including, as you observe, both himself and a 
part of those addressed as being in a state of 
perfection. I am the more particular in speak- 
ing of this subject, because it is not uncommon 
for those who oppose the doctrine of Christian 
perfection to retfer to this passage. 

Just the state of perfection aimed at in these 
passages (Phil. iii. 8-15) is what I would now 
urge upon you; that is, a state of perfection 
which reqmres progression ; a state which could 
|M>i even be retained without obedience to " this 
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me thing, — ^forgetting those things which are 
)ehind, and reaching forth unto those things 
ehich are before." The perfection to which 
ronr attention is urged, does not imply perfec- 
ion in knowledge or light, but a state of 
mpreme love to God, where all the powers of 
)ody and mind are perfectly subject to love's 
x)ntrol, and ceaselessly offered up to God 
^hrough Christ. This is Christian perfection; 
lot angelic perfection, neither Adamic perfec- 
ion, but Christian perfection. To think dis- 
)aragmgly of Christian perfection, implies, to 
ny mind, thinking lightly of the atonement. 
To undervalue the efficacy of the blood of Christ 
;o cleanse, is sinfdl. And it would be sinM to 
loubt whether the offering presented to Gtod, 
'krough Christ, is holy and acceptable. 

What you need, in order to bring jrou into 
his state, is an offering up of yourself through 
his purifying medium. Now do you still ask, 
' How Boon may I expect to arrive at this state of 
jerfection?" Just so soon as you come believ- 
Ingly, and make the required sacrifice, it will be 
i(me unto you accordmg to your faith, Christ 
[»me to take away our sin, to destroy the works 
of the devil, and to purge us from all iniquity. 
The j>urpose of man's redemption is not accom- 
plished until he is presented perfect in Christ 
Jesus. When the Saviour said, " It is finished ! " 
then this full salvation was wrought out for you. 
AH that remains is ior you to come, compljiiv!^ 

B 2 
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with the conditions, and claim it. As it has 
been purchased for you, it is already yours. If 
you do not now receive it, the delay will not be 
on the part of God, but wholly with yourself. 

Yours truly. 



LETTER VIII. TO ME. M- 



Deab Bbother M . "But do not per- 
sons generally wait months, and even years, 
after justification, before they are brought into 
this state of entire sanctification?" Mr. Wes- 
ley, fii speaking on this subject, says, "This 
we know ; but we know likewise, that God may, 
with man's good leave, ' cut short His work,* in 
whatever degree He pleases, and do the work 
of many years in a moment. He does so in 
many instances." 

If believers, from the hour of their justifica- 
tion, with all the ardour of early unquenched 
love, should wcdk after the Spirit, how soon 
would they be ushered into the highway of 
holiness! Would that this duty were simpli- 
fied, and urged with point and power upon 
young professors ! Then would backslidings in 
heart and life be far less frequent. If the way 
is so plain, that wayfaring men, though fools, 
shall not err therein, young converts surely may 
be brought to understand it. The truth is, 
the difficulties are not attributable to the intri- 
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6acie9 of the subject, but to the want of sim- 
plicity. We do not need great powers of mind 
to reach it, but deep humility of spirit to come 
down to it. 

I am again reminded of my Hicksite friend. 
In continuation of the conversation referred to 
when I jRrst wrote you, she asked another ques- 
tion, almost as important in its bearing as her 
first inquiry, which will illustrate what I would 
say on the momentous subject before us. As 
doon as I had answered her first question, 
" What is fidth?" she said, "I have heard you 
speak of sanctification, and now I should love to 
have you explain that to me." My mind for a 
moment recoiled, and I thought, '' She does not 
yet understand the principles of the doctrine 
of Christ; and now, how can she be brought 
to understand the deeper things of GodP" I 
Looked to the Lord to help me to simplify the 
matter, and then said, 

** If you should purdiase an article from me, 
you would expect to have it whole, entire, just 
as you bought it, — would you not ?" " Yes." 

•* If I should keep back any part, it would be 
unreasonable, — ^would it not P " " Yes.** 

" Well, the Bible says, * Ye are not your own, 
ye ore. bought with a price : therefore glorify God 
in your body and spirit, which are God's.* Now, 
trhen we acknowledge the daim which God has 
upon us by the right of redemption, and set our- 
selves wholly apart for His service, He seta W\q 

E 3 
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seal upon us which proclaims us His, and we 
are sanctified , — set apart for God." 

While I was thus endeavouring to simplify 
the subject to her, it was suggested. What will 
she think of those professors whom she has 
heard from week to week say, "I know I ara 
not wholly given up to God : I know there are 
things in my heart contrary to His will?" Will 
she not regard the unreasonableness of such 
professors in a light which will make their 
course inexplicable to her, and will not their 
evident inconsistency destroy her confidence in 
all religious professions ? 

And just so inexplicable doubtless is a half- 
hearted service in the eye of the world. O the 
harm thus inflicted on the cause of Christ ! It 
is only to the degree that God's people are a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works, that the 
interests of the Bedeemer's kingdom can be pro- 
moted through their instrumentality. I have 
but little doubt that unawakened persons often 
cherish the idea that professors do not really 
believe what they profess to believe. I had 
been urging the necessity of an immediate turn- 
ing to the Lord, and setting forth the danger of 
a moment's delay, upon a sinner. I told him, 
as you will remember I once told you, that the 
sinner is condemned already, and that the sen- 
tence might be executed at any moment, with 
other truths equally startling. He was much 
moved, and seemed about to yield to the force 
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of truth, when, as if he had just thought of 
something to strengthen his unbelief, he said, 
" I have a brother who is a Minister, also sisters 
who are members of the church, and they have 
never talked to me in this way ; and I am sure 
if they thought my state so dangerous as you 
say it is, they would tell me of it : for if I 
thought that either of them were in such a 
state, I could not rest, day nor night, without 
warning them." Satan succeeded tipparently 
with this well-circumstanced temptation in ren- 
dering his mind yet more impervious to the 
awakening influences of the Spirit, and, for 
aught I know, he is already doomed to ever- 
lasting burnings. At whose hand may God 
require his blood ? 

Let me still urge you, dear brother M , 

in view of the perishing around you, — ^your 
relatives and friends, — who are fast passing 
away, to seek with earnestness to know what 
it is to have a perfect sympathy with the heart 
of Christ, in that love which induced Him to 
die for a lost world. " Let that mind be in you 
which was in Christ." Thia is holiness. If 
you have that mind which was in your Saviour^ 
it will induce you to feel and to act just as your 
Bedeemer would have felt and acted, were He 
placed in circumstances similar to your own. 
Tou need this conformity to the divine image 
at the present hour, if you would be clear of 
the blood of all men. Perhaps the next Yvovxt. 
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may witness you in the society of some poor 
sinner who is already condemned; and unless 
you are all given up to Christ and have the 
power of His Spirit resting upon you, you may 
fail in giving him such a warning as his con- 
dition requires, and another hour may witness 
either his sentence executed, or you called to 
give an account of your stewardship. 

But you may have this full salvation now, — 
just now. ' Let me give you the experience of a 
friend who received it under less fevourable cir- 
cumstances than those by which you are sur- 
rounded. I had spent the evening previous in 
company with her and other friends, and had 
especially urged upon her the duty of a present 
and entire reliance on Christ for salvation. But 
though she had commenced the evening with 
large expectations, she was still unwilling to 
make the venture just now. The next morning 
she waked later than usual. She was both 
a mother and a housekeeper, and everything 
seemed to shape toward a commotion. Hus- 
band's breakfast must be ready at an early hour, 
children both crying at once, no help, &c. 
"How well it was that you did not get the 
blessing last night ! for if you had, you surely 
would have lost it amid these .commotions this 
morning," suggested the enemy. Before being 
awarej of the current her thoughts were taking, 
she began to congratulate herself rather than 
otherwise that such had not been the case. 
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when this csuiTent was suddenly arrested by the 
chidings of the Holy Spirit. "You need the 
blessing of holiness this morning to keep you ; 
for if you yield to this influence which is now 
brought to bear upon you, you will sin; — and 
will you sin against God?" The idea of thus 
knowingly grieving her Saviour was most abhor- 
rent to her heart, and she said, "No; I will 
not sin ; I will this moment trust in Christ to 
save me from sin ! " That moment she trusted, 
and felt that she was saved/ She continued to 
trust, moment after moment, and continued to 
feel the power of Christ to save, and greatly did 
her heart rejoice in the knowledge of salvation. 
How sweetly was her heart now assured of the 
words, "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he trmteth 
in Thee!" "Domestic duties never seemed so 
light and pleasant as they did that morning," 
she remarked ; and she longed to get where she 
might pour out her soul alone in praises to God 
for salvation from all sin. 

And now, my beloved brother M , may 

you speedily be brought to an experimental 
knowledge of Christ, as your "Redeemer from 
all sin I" My heart is inexpressibly desirous 
that you should fix your aim on knowing the 
full power of saving grace. May you now, in 
the strength of the Lord Jehovah, deliberately 
purpose that every motive of earthly ambition 
shall know no higher point than that of staiid* 
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ing perfect and complete in all the will of Gh)d ! 
" This is the will of God, even your sanctifica- 
Hon.*' What can be more explicit, or more 
clearly exhibit your privilege, or more forcibly 
present your duty, than this declaration? Yes, 
it is not only your privilege, but your solemn 
duty, to be holy. Gk)d commands, "Be tb 
HOLY." Surely it is not optional with my dear 
brother whether he will obey this command or 
not. My great solicitude for your rapid pro- 
gress in the divine life has induced me to gather 
from my portfolio several communications, which 
I hope may be helpful toward elucidating the 
principles, experience, and practice of holiness. 
Universal, symmetrical holiness should be the 
first and absorbing aim of all who name the 
name of Christ ; and that the papers which I 
now submit to your perusal may throw some 
light upon the heavenward way of my brother in 
Christ, shall be the prayer of 

Your ever devoted Sister in the Lord. 



LETTER IX. TO MES. W- 



Dear Mrs. W , you will be surprised 

on receiving a communication so long after my 
promise, and I question whether I shall be able 
to furnish such an apology as will render my 
long silence excusable. Scarcely a day passed. 
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for a month or two after my return from B , 



but my thoughts recurred to the pleasure I en- 
joyed in your society, and the remembrance of 
my unfulfilled promise as often caused me much 
uneasiness. 

When I tell you the reason of my delay, I 
trust you will rather rejoice with me than accuse 
me of remissness. There has been a great im- 
provement in my religious experience, as the 
result of a decision made at that time, that my 
undivided purpose should be the attainment of 
the witness of entire holiness. 

Previous to this I had, in a degree, partaken 
c^ the fruits of holiness : my mind reverts to 
some sweet assurances that I was not without 
a measure of its blessed enjoyment while on the 
road to Baltimore and Washington. I am not sure 
but that the love which casteth out all fear then 
had possession of my heart. Yes, I think I was 
then enabled to "reckon myself dead indeed 
unto sin, and alive imto God, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord." But I did not, at that time, 
liabitually enjoy that abiding, lively conscious- 
ness of the seal of consecration on all my powers, 
which for some months past I have enjoyed in 
the rich plenitude of its blessedness. 

O how I love to exhibit to the lovers of my 
adorable Jesus the riches of His grace as mani- 
fested toward me, without money or price ! J 
am sure, if you but knew how unworthy I have 
been, how disobedient in former time to t\i!& 
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heavenly vision, you would wonder, even to 
amazement, at the riches of grace. That this 
may be the favourable result, — yes, to furnish 
^yourself and your beloved husband with new 
motives for adoring gratitude, — I will proceed 
to present the more prominent portions of my 
experience in the things of God from my in- 
fancy; for from that early period I trace His 
hand leading me to Himself. 

My parents, prior to my being intrusted to 
them, were devotedly pious. I was there- 
fore early instructed in experimental religion; 
Of the necessity of its affecting my life, and 
even in minute things inducing a change of 
conduct, I was in the morning of my existence 
aware. I shall never forget the intense anguish 
I suffered in consequence of telling an untruth. 
When but about three and a half years old. 

This extreme sensitiveness, as to moral and 
religious obligation, grew up with me ; so much 
so, that I was sometimes smiled at for my well- 
intentioned scrupulousness, and at other times 
almost censured for carrying it to a troublesome 
excess. I then regarded refuge in God as the 
safe sanctuary for the recital of the little griev- 
ances incident to childhood. Thanks be to God 
that the maturer knowledge of later years has 
never erased the principles thus early cherished 
by the operation of the Holy Spirit, and pious 
parental solicitude ! 

Would that from these early drawings of the 
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Father, it had been my ceaseless endeavour to 
follow the Lord fully ! How much more glori- 
ously had I, ere this, been led on by the Spirit 
of holiness toward the attainment of that fulness 
of stature in Christ Jesus, for which my soul 
now eagerly waits! But Jesus forgives; yes, 
He forgives freely i Hallelujah to His excellent 
name! 

But, to proceed. It has been my opinion, 
from the survey of subsequent experience, that 
I, from this early age, enjoyed a low measure of 
regenerating grace, though, for much of the 
time, not precisely conscious of my state before 
God. How often have I laboured to bring 
myself into a state of extreme anguish before 
God, and wept because of the failure ! imagi- 
ning, if I could only bring myself to feel the bur- 
den of sin upon my conscience, to the degree 
which I have heard others express, that I could 
then easily come to Grod, with the expectation 
of obtaining the witness of justification. 

The state of my mind for years, as nearly as 
I can express it, was this : — I had rather a belief 
tliat I was a child of Gbd ; yet I had not enough 
of the Spirit of adoption to cry with unwavering 
confidence, " Abba, Father." O how often did 
I feel a longing thirst for holiness, conscious 
that nothing less could supply my need! Yet 
this seemingly impassable barrier was ever pre- 
sent to stay my onward progress, " You are not 
yet dear in justi&cation." In the strength, oi 

F 
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faith I many times endeavoured to surmount 
this dijQiculty, by looking at the reasonableness 
of the requirement of holiness, believing that 
Christ had purchased fuU salvation for me, and 
that, as it was already my purchased inheritance, 
the sooner I entered into the enjoyment of it, the 
more I should glorify the Purchaser, by being 
made a witness of His power to save unto the 
uttermost. And thus at times my faith became 
almost victorious ; and doubtless would soon 
have triumphed, had I only held fast the be- 
ginning of my confidence steadfast unto the 
end : yet my proneness to. reason, and also the 
unwise propensity I had of measuring my expe- 
rience by what I imagined the experience of 
others, gave the enemy advantage over me ; so, 
as frequently as I arose in the majesty of faith 
to go forward, he threw me again on my former 
ground. 

Thus I continued to rise and fall, and conse* 
quently made but little progress in the way to 
heaven, until the early part of last June, when, 
in the strength of Omnipotence, I resolutely 
determined that I would set myself apart wholly 
for God, fully purposed that my ceaseless aim 
should thenceforth be the entire devotion of all 
my powers to the service of my Eedeemer. 
This, through grace, I then more deliberately 
decided upon than at any former period. I 
calmly counted the cost, which I felt would be 
the surrender of my own will in all things. I 
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hen took, as the motto for my future guidance, 
nd the sole principle of every subsequent effort, 
ftHre devotion of my heart and life to Ood, To 
Ills one object I resolved that every earthly 
onsideration should be subservient, ftilly pur- 
osed that all ordinary pursuits should cease to 
e absorbing, till the witness was obtained, that 
le offering was accepted and sealed. 

Ton are aware that I have been accustomed 
3 devote a portion of my time to writing, but 

now felt that I could proceed no further in 
ny ordinary pursuit. I apprehended, in yet 
learer light, that God required activity in His 
srvice, and an intense desire was imparted to 
loriify His name; but such a deep, piercing 
ense of my helplessness prevailed, that it 
eemed as though I could not go forward, until 
ndued with power from on high. Yet, notwith- 
tanding this, hope gathered strength, while the 
rhisperings of the Spirit seemed to ^say, " Stand 
till, and see the salvation of the Lord." Yet 
liese convictions were not accompanied with 
hose high-wrought feelings, or that distress of 
pint, which I had heard some speak of, as 
ivcn preparatory to receiving purity, and which 

had thought indispensable : few, perhaps, may 
lore emphatically say, that they were led by a 
ay they knew not. 

From the time I made the resolve to be 
holly devoted to the service of Christ, I begau 
► feel momentariij that I was being bxwlt u^ 

F 2 
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and established in grace ; humility, faith, and 
love, and all the fruits of the Spirit, seemed 
hourly maturing. Such was the ardour of my 
spirit, and the living intensity of its fervour, 
that in the night season, though my body par- 
took of repose sufficient for the refreshment of 
nature, my spirit seemed continually awake in 
communings with God, and in breathings after 
His fulness. 

Perhaps I should have said, that, previous to 
these exercises, I had resolved on taking the 
word of ^od, and simply trying myself by its 
tests of a new creature, determined to abide by 
its decisions, without regard to my particular 
emotions ; assured that there is no positive 
standard for feeling in the Scriptures. Yet, 
upon reviewing my slow progress, I cannot but 
regard the fault of taking the feelings and expe- 
rience of others as a standard for my own, in 
place of going to the word of the Lord, as hav- 
ing been my greatest hinderance,. I now took 
this portion of divine truth : " As many as are 
led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of 
God." I soon found, by the light of the Spirit, 
that I had conclusive evidence of my adoption. 
As I had resolved that I would abide by the 
decisions of Scripture, the Holy Spirit did not 
leave Himself without a witness in my heart. 
Quietness and assurance now took possession 
of my breast, and an undisturbed resting on the 
/>7Dmises became my heritage. 
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Afler this resolve on entire devotion of heart 
and life to GK>d, my breathings for divine con* 
formitj became more satisfactory. The appeal 
to my understanding seemed to say, *' Gk)d is 
all in all;" yet my heart did not fully attest 
the witness. One exercise which I then com- 
menced, and have since continued with increas- 
ing benefit, I will mention : it was that of 
making daily, in form and in the most solemn 
manner, a dedication of all the powers of body 
and soul, time, talents, and influence, to God. 

Thus I continued to enjoy increasing happi- 
ness in Gk>d, but was not yet perfectly satisfied 
as to the witness, — the indubitable seal of con- 
aecration. I was kept in constant expectation 
of the blessing. 

July 26. On the morning of this day, while 

rithmost giateful emotions remembering the 

ay by which my heavenly Father had led me, 

J thoughts rested more especially upon the be- 

red one whom God had given to be the partner 

my life. " How truly a gift firom Gt)d, and 

f essentially connected with my spiritual, as 

t my temporal, happiness, is this one dear 

ct 1 " I exclaimed. 

^itrcely had these thoughts entered my 

, when it was suggested : " Have you 

professedly given up all for Christ? If 

10 now so truly absorbs your affections 

required, would you not shrink from 

?mand?'' I need not say that t\uA 

p 3 
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one dear object, though often in name sur- 
rendered, was not in reality given up. My pre- 
cious little ones, whom God had taken to Him- 
self, were then brought to my recollection, as if 
to admonish me relative to making the sacrifice. 
I thought how fondly I had idolized them. He 
who had said, " I the Lord your God am a 
jealous God," saw the idolatry of my heart, and 
took them to Himself. The remembrance of 
how decidedly I had, by these repeated bereave- 
ments, been assured that He whose right it is 
to reign, would be the sole Sovereign of my 
heart, assisted me in the resolve, that neither 
should this, the yet dearer object, be withheld. 

The remainder of the day, until toward even- 
ing, was unexpectedly spent from home. The 
evening I had resolved to spend in supplication. 
So intense was my desire for the seal of the 
Spirit, that I made up my mind I would not 
cease to plead until it were given. Thoughts 
were presented as to risk of health, &c. ; but my 
spirit surmounted every discouraging insinua- 
tion. Thus fixed in purpose, I, in the firmness 
of faith, entered as a suppliant into the presence 
of the Lord. As if preparatory to a long exer- 
cise, I thought, " Let me begin just right ; and 
though I have heretofore entered into covenant 
with God, let me now particularize, and enter 
into an everlasting covenant, which shall in all 
things be well ordered and sure." I imagined 
some extraordinary exercise, such as an unusual 
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trnggle, or a desperate venture of faith, kc,, 
ireparatory to the realization of my desire, say- 
Qg in my heart, though hardly aware of it, 
hat some great thing must surely be wrought. 
Jut how God works in order to hide pride from 
lan, I will endeavour to show you in my next. 

Yours in the bonds of love. 



LETTER X. TO MRS. W . 

My- DEAR Mrs. W — — , I left you in my 
ist, endeavouring to lay hold on the terms of 
le covenant,— fixed in purpose, — surrendering 
lyself in the bonds of an everlasting obligation 
) Gtod. 

I began to particularize. The thoughts and 
tercises of the morning occurred again with 
et greater power. " Can God be about to take 
om me this one dear object, for which life is 
rincipally desirable ? " thought I. Looking into 
le future, I said, " What a blank I " Never 
sfore had I realized, that the very fibres of my 
dstence were so closely interwoven with his. 
[y impression was, that the Lord was about to 
ke my precious husband from me. The in- 
liiy with me was, whether it were possible 
at my heavenly Father could require me to 
%ke the surrender, when He had authorized 
f love, by maldng it my duty to be oi oxv^ 
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heart and soul with him. But grace interposed ; 
and irom more mature consideration, I was led 
to regard it as extraordinary condescension in 
God thus to apprise me of His designs, by way 
of preparing my heart, for the surrender. 

With Abraham I said, " I have lifted my hand 
to the Lord." In word, I had again and again 
made the sacrifice before, and said, " My hus- 
band and child I surrender to Thee." I had 
not been insincere, but I now saw that I had 
not in fact done that which, in word, had often 
been named. Far, indeed, had I been from 
realizing the depth of obligation which, in word, 
I had taken upon myself. 

Truth in the inward part I now in verity 
apprehended as God's requirement. Grace tri- 
umphed. In ftdl view of the nature of the sacri- 
fice, I said, — 

"Take hfe or MendB away." 

I could just as readily have said, " Take Z(/e," as 
I could have said, "Take friends;" for that 
which was just as dear, if not dearer than life, 
had been required. And when I said, "Take 
him who is the supreme object of my earthly 
aifections," I, from that moment, felt that I was 
fully set apart for God, and began to say, " Every 
tie that has bound me to earth is severed." I 
could now as easily have doubted of my exist- 
ence as have doubted that God was the supreme 
object of my affections. The language of my 
hearty and, as far as memory serves, the expres- 
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as of ray Kps, were, " I live but to glorify Thee, 
b my spirit from henceforth ceaselessly return to 
: God that gave it. Let this body be actuated 
the Spirit, as an instrument in Thy hand, for 
} performance of Thy pleasure in all things. I 
. Thine, — wholly Thine. Thou dost now reign 
my heart unrivalled. Glory ! glory be to the 
ther. Son, and Holy Ghost, for ever !" 
While thus glorying in being enabled to feel and 
ow that I was now altogether the Lord's, the 
Bstion, accompanied with light, power, and un- 
sstionable assurance, came to my mind, " What 
this but the state of holiness which you have so 
ig been seeking ?" It was enough 1 I now felt 
tt the seal of consecration had in verity been set. 
d, by the testimony of His Spirit, had proclaim- 
me wholly His 1 I said, and also felt, in such 
»eculiar sense as my spirit still most delightfully 
)reciates, ** Henceforth I am not of earth ; the 
Qce of this world, though he may come, yet 
Ji nothing in me. The Lord, my Kedeemer, 
•h raised up a standard against him ; I am set 
vrtfor ever for Thy service ! " 
While thus exulting, the voice of the Spirit 
on appealingly applied to my understanding, 
s not this sanctification?" I could no longer 
itate ; reason as well as grace forbade ; and I 
)iced in the assurance that I was wholly sane- 
id, — throughout body^ soul, and spirit, 
D with what triumph did my soul expatiate on 
infinitude of the atonement ! I saw its \xiv- 
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bounded efficacy, as sufficient to cleanse a world 
of sinners, and present them faultless before the 
throne. I felt that I was enabled to plunge^ and 
lose myself, in this ocean of purity ; yes, — 



Plunged in the Godhead's deepest sea. 
And lost in love's immensity." 



It was enough ! My spirit returned consciously 
to its Source, and rested in the embrace of QtodL 
'From my inmost soul I said, "Lord, it is 
enough r' I pause at the exclamation; for I 
hesitate what language to use, or what expres- 
sion to make of my views of the condescension of 
my covenant-keeping God, relative to this event- 
ful period of my Christian history. Ah ! I have 
no doubt but, even after innumerable ages of 
eternity have passed, the amazing condescension 
thus manifested for the establishment of one so 
fearful and unbelieving, will be by me exultingly 
rehearsed to a listening multitude of rejoicing 
angels, and cause a renewed burst of holy triumph 
from the adoring throng. 

Every shade of objection, or thought of scruple, 
was thus by Omnipotence Himself rebuked, or 
rather utterly silenced. What I mean by scruples 
should be mentioned. It is this : though I 
have ever been a firm believer in the doctrine of 
Christian holiness, embracing the entire sanctifi- 
cation of body, soul, and spirit, as taught from 
the Scriptures by the apostolic Wesleys and their 
coutemporariea ; yet the terms made use of, in. 
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)eaking of this attainment, were objectionable 
) my mind, in a manner which I cannot now 
ike time to explain. Though from early life I 
sid felt that I needed just the blessing compre- 
snded, yet the terms made use of I seldom used. 
ow there seemed such a glorious propriety in the 

Ords " HOLINESS," " SANCTIPTOATION," that I 

lought nothing less than Infinite Wisdom could 
are devised words so infinitely proper. 
*' What more reasonable," thought I, "now that 
have been enabled through grace to resolve on 
nng wholly the Lord's, than that He should set 
le seal which proclaims me His ; and still further, 
DW that I have set myself apart exclusively for 
[is service, that He should take cognizance of the 
^, and by the seal of the Spirit ratify the engage- 
ment ? " So clear was the work, and so apart from 
lything like extravagance in feeling or other- 
ise, that though I had fixed my calculations on 
ie performance of some great thing, such as an 
nazing struggle, — a desperate venture of faith, 
-I was now ready to exclaim, " How simple and 
tional ! and how precisely as might have been 
q[)ected as the result of such exercises ! It is 
U here : I, through the Spirit's influence, have 
jima all for Christ, and now He hath revealed 
Himself, and given Himself to me, and become 
my all in all." 

Your sister in Christ. 
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LETTER XI. TO MRS. W- 



To MY Sister in the Lord, Mrs. W- 



I could almost wish that the barrier preventiiig 
thought from mingling identically with thought, 
might for this once be passed. It is thus only 
permission might be gained to lay open to you 
ftiUy the deep exercises of that devoted hour to 
which I referred in my last. O that blissful 
hour! when the spirit, redeemed by the blood 
of the covenant, was permitted to pass through 
the veil of outward things, and return to its 
Source, with all its tide of affections. Nothing 
but the veil of mortality, which now seemed 
almost drawn aside, appeared to prevent the en- 
raptured, blood-washed spirit coming into the 
full blaze of the presence of the eternal Trinity. 

Such was my sense of dwelling in God, and 
being surrounded by His presence and glory, that 
it seemed as if my spirit mingled in worship with 
the heavenly company. The exercises through 
which I passed I regarded as nothing less than 
a holy compact, entered into between the Triune 
God and the spirit which came forth from Him ; 
and as such have I ever since felt the power and 
weight of the engagement. 

Not as the least of the privileges of this period 
do I regard that of being permitted to count the 
cost so fully. I foresaw that, if I would perfect 
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holiness in the fear of the Lord, I must not lean 
to my own understanding, or exercise indepen- 
dently my own will: also, that the blessing I 
had received was not imparted for my own en- 
joyment exclusively ; but that, in accordance with 
the requirement of Him who, by the oflFering up 
of Himself, made this great salvation possible for 
me, I had been constituted a mtnesa of it, for 
the good of others. 

I was convinced that for years I had been hin- 
dered from rising in holiness, by a neglect to 
comply with the order of God, implied in the 
passage, "With the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation ;" and though the deep quiet 
of my soul seemed to present a natural obstacle 
to anything like personal publicity, yet I was 
inspired with the resolve that, through grace, 
Satan should never again triumph over me in 
this matter. 

The requisition seemed to be (whether temp- 
tation, or otherwise, time must determine) to the 
acknowledgment of what God had done for me, 
before hundreds and thousands. "Can you, 
will yon, do it?" was the inquiry proposed. 
**Te8, Lord Jesus, even before an assembled 
universe, if this be Thy wiU," was the response 
of my now perfectly subdued heart. Now, 
though I well know that this blessing is the gift 
of God, through our Lord Jesus Christ ; yet I 
fully believe^ if I had not yielded to these cow- 

a 
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victions relative to confession, I could not have 
retained it. 

I then felt, and time continues to confirm the 
conviction, that if I should cease to comply with 
the terms implied in being set apart for God, as 
a vessel dedicated to holy service, it would be at 
the forfeiture of sanctification itself. Yet need 
I state conclusions so evidently inferable from 
such premises ? Here the distinct idea of 9yn^ 
metrical holiness first impressed me. 

By symmetrical holiness I mean that result of 
entire devotion to G-od, which is achieved in the 
perfect consistency and agreement between the 
various elements of the character possessing it. 
Never in heart-felt realization did I before so 
apprehend the great goodness of God in issuing 
to polluted mortals the command, "Be ye 
HOLY ; " and for such a reason, " For I the Lord 
your God am holy." O, well may angels desire 
to look into such a scheme ! 

Yours in the fellowship of the Gospel. 



LETTER XII. TO MRS. W- 



To MY DEAR Mrs. W . With my na-* 

tural propensity to reason, it was suggested that 
it would require a miracle of grace to sustain me 
in this state of salvation. The example of those 
who were apparently possessed of much more 
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iritual firmness, and yet had failed in retain- 
^ it, was presented to weaken my faith ; espe- 
illy the experience of the sainted Fletcher, 
10, at three or four different periods, let go his 
ofidence, was presented to induce despair, 
it the adversary was foiled. In the strength 
Omnipotence I was enabled to count the cost 
living a life of faithy and firmly did 1 resolve 
bher to die than to doubt. I gained beyond 
Iculation, by the determination that I would 
it reawn with the enemy ; assured, if I ven- 
red even to parley, as in the case of the first 
insgression, his suggestions would soon as- 
me the appearance of plausibility. 

O, can I ever, my dear sister W , cease to 

ain in lively remembrance this eventful even*- 

•? I began it, intending to devote it in 

yerfiil waiting before GxkL I was prevented 

a continuing long, by some friends calling 

but the deep quiet of my spirit was not in 

least disturbed by the visitors. After they 

retired, I spoke of the sweet rest upon 

I my soul had entered to my dear sister 

, and then went to my chamber. 

vious to retiring to sleep, my reflections 

us : "As I have not been favoured with 

dinary emotion, such as I have heard 

xpress, may I not expect something es- 

confirming during the night?'* 1 had 

toying sweet and hallowing communion 

i during the night season for some Imei 

6 2 
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previous to this ; and now, thought I, " may I not 
expect some extraordinary manifestation during 
these hours of repose ?" Whether this should be 
given, or otherwise, I felt that I was resting con- 
sciously in the arms of Everlasting Love ; and 
the breathings of my passive spirit were, " Lord, 
it is enough ! Thou art my soul-satisfying por- 
tion !" The assurance had been imparted, that 
just the portion of ecstasy best fitted to enable 
me to glorify God would be given. Already 
unutterable peace, fresh from the throne, was 
flowing into my soul, and thus I resigned myself 
to repose. 

But I was made painfully aware that I was 
not yet out of the reach of the enemy, even 
while asleep. After the above reflections, ima- 
gine my surprise on awaking in a frightfiil 
dream. Yes, Satan himself, transformed into 
an angel of light, was permitted to assaidt me. 
But the wrath of our enemy may be made to 
praise the Lord. Thus it was now. I think 
the narration calculated to be useful, and, there- 
fore, will give it in part. 

I imagined myself standing in the back par- 
lour. All the circumstances of the evening, em- 
bracing the precious experience I had gained, 
were still vividly before me. Presently I was 
aroused by a loud knock at the door. Knowing 
that all about the house had, by the lateness of 
the hour, been quieted, and all the inlets secured, 
I was assured that something was wrong : but. 
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imembering that I was already in the power of 
16 intmder, and resistance in vain, I, with firm- 
ess, said, " CJome in ; " when, lo ! a personage, 
[together unlike any I had before conceived of, 
itered. Added to a countenance fiendish in 
le extreme, was a costume of the Highland 
rder, with a covering of thin white, and black 
ndemeath ; the black, in many places, project* 
ig bdow the white. He harshly demanded, 
Is the doctor in ? " *' He is in the front par- 
mat, on the sofa," I replied. As he passed me, 
ran and screamed for assistance, and was 
wakened by the effort. Quick as thought, the 
iggestion came, *' Where is the expected mani- 
station ? Is not this enough to call in ques- 
m the exercises of the evening?" I remem- 
red how sweet had been my communion for 
'eral preceding nights, and now to be thus as- 
lied by the fiend of darkness was, for a mo- 
lt, a trial. But, blessed be the Lord my 
ngth 1 I was kept by the Angel of the cove- 
from yielding to the temptation. Yet there 
80 much seeming reality in the assault, that 
ervous system suffered, much the same as 
;h it had been an actual occurrence; but 
8 thus far only that the adversary was 
"Xed to exert his power. The tranquil- 
* my spirit was not disturbed. All was 
t heaven of love. Soon I again sank 
to repose, as under the shadow of the 
ty. 

o 3 
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In about an hour and a half after this I was 
again aroused by these words : " Behold, I, an 
angel, beseech you that ye walk worthy the vo- 
cation wherewith ye are called." "An angel? 
an angel ? " inquired I, as if conscious of its not 
being the exact phraseology of Scripture. With 
the exclamation I again awoke, filled with glory 
and with God, sweetly assured that God had 
sent His angel to strengthen me. I arose, and 
returned thanks to God. Soon after this my 
beloved husband came in, who had been absent 
on professional business since quite early the 
preceding evening, and was, therefore, unap- 
prised of the glorious assurance of hope I had 
received. 

I told him how the Lord had blessed me, 
of the assault from Satan, and how the Lord 
had just sent His angel to strengthen me. He 
seemed overjoyed, and regarded the condescen- 
sion of God as so surprisingly glorious that I 
wondered at him ; for I felt it was only what 
might have been expected. Through the power 
of the Spirit I had first endured temptation, and 
then that a ministering spirit should be per- 
mitted to visit a fellow-heir of glory appeared 
altogether natural ; for my mind had become so 
spiritualized that I seemed to apprehend, in 
most happy realization, that I had, through the 
blood of sprinkling, come not only to Jesus, the 
Mediator of the new covenant, but even "unto 
Mount Sion, and unto the city of the living 
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God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innu- 
merable company of angels." 

Again my sheet admonishes me that I must 
close ; but I shall take an early opportunity to 
tell you how I have since been boriie onward by 
the might of the Spirit. I find a firm, abiding 
peace, the heritage of the believer after having 
eutered the rest of perfect love. I daily feel 
that GK)d requires I should be holy, in order 
that I may be more useful, and, consequently, 
more happy. I am ever enabled to endure, as 
seeing the Invisible. Having entered, through 
the blood of the everlasting covenant, into the 
holiest, I realize daily that I cast anchor deeper 
within the veil. 

Tours in the blessing of perfect love. 



LETTER XHL TO MRS. W- 

To MY DEAR Sister, Mrs. W . I am 

liappy to avail myself of an opportunity which 
ifiPers, to continue the recital of the way by 
nrhich the Lord hath brought me thus far on my 
[Christian pilgrimage. 

You may remember the temptation that I 
nentioned before relative to the improbability of 
Dy retaining the blessing, and the resolve which 
[ made thereupon, that I would sooner die than 
elinquish my claim. I have since felt l\ka\. \\^<& 
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resolution was entirely of the Spirit's influence ; 
and as often as my mind has referred to it, it 
has been cause of intense gratitude to God. Had 
it not been for this decision, the enemy might 
have triumphed over me in many of the strug- 
gles to which my faith has since been subjected. 
I felt the binding nature of the obligation to 
profess the blessing; yet, whenever opportunity 
offered, there seemed to be an increased effort on 
the part of the adversary to darken my evidence. 
Though he could not induce me to surrender, his 
continued suggestion was, that I believed be- 
cause I would believe. In answer to this, in 
the resoluteness of faith, I replied, — 

" Be it I myself deceive. 
Yet I must, I tnll believe." 

I had said, " I will die in the conflict rather than 
unloose my grasp." On the third day after I 
received the blessing, the mental conflict was so 
great, under the power of temptation, as to have 
reached apparently my utmost power of endu- 
rance. I had no sensible communication what- 
ever, and nothing but the shield of faith to 
defend me. The contest lasted, I think, more 
than an hour, during which my physical nature 
was so affected by the struggles of my spirit, 
that my whole iframe was in feverish excitement. 
The conflict continued till I was both physically 
and mentally prostrated ; and then, on resting 
my cause wholly with Christ, I proved the truth 
at ihe words, *' I will subdue all thine enemies.'' 
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t was night, and, on resigning myself thus, 
ried nature sank to repose. The next mom- 

I awoke at an early hour, with peace reign-. 

in all my borders, and with a soul unutter- 
r filled with GU)d. 

•till greater confirmation followed this severe 
fllct. Much of the time my mind was kept 
dly stayed upon God, exulting in the blessed- 
i of the rest upon which I had entered. On 
afternoon of the sixth, day, (it being Tuesday, 
opportunity of which many witnesses of full 
ation avail th^nselves at our house, to bear 
imony,) I felt it my duty to declare explicitly 

salvation wrought out for me, when I was 
in most powerfully assailed with the tempta- 
i, that I believed merely because I would 
eve. During the evening I wrestled impor- 
ately with God that these distressing tempta- 
18 might cease ; and that I might have dear, 
ghtened views of the precise ground upon 
ch I obtained, and might retain, this blessing. 
n the simplicity of my heart I expressed my 
res, as nearly as I can remember, thus : ** Let 
iiave the blessing in some such tangible form, 
; the enemy may never be successful in the 
Duation, that I beb'eve merelv because I will 
Bve, without a reasonable foundation for my 
1 to rest upon." What I wanted was a cer- 
knowledge, which would always be available, 
vhich I might be enabled at any moment to 
e at the precise ground of my belief. 
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My prayer was answered ; and such clear views 
were given in answer to my petition, that the 
adversary was completely vanquished. The Holy 
Spirit took of the things of God, and revealed 
them unto me, by opening to my understanding 
Bom. xii. 1 : " I beseech you, brethren, by the 
mercies of Grod, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacriiice, hofy, acceptable unto Qod, which 
is your reasonable service." Abiding views, by 
which I have ever since been enabled to give a rea- 
son of the hope within me, were then imparted. 

I saw that nothing less than the omnipotence 
of grace could have enabled me thus to present 
my whole being to God ; that the power to do 
80 was of itself a miracle; that while I was 
thus empowered to present every faculty of soul 
and body a living, or, as Dr. Clarke says, a co»- 
tinual, sacrifice, it was an express declaration,—- 
a truth to be believed, and therefore not to be 
doubted without sin, — that the blood of Jesus 
deanseih the offering thus presented irom all 
uiuighteousness. 

This, I was given to see, was in verity placing 
all upon that altar which sanctifieth the gift. So 
long as my heart assured me that I offered all, I 
saw it was not only my privilege, but my solemn 
duty, to believe that the blood of Jesus cleansetk, 
at the present and each succeeding moment, so 
long as the offering be presented. Thus I 
learned the imperative necessity of living by the 
moment, I learned, that in order to maintain a 
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constant witness of present purification, the sa- 
crifice to God must be ceaselessly made. Should 
I discontinue the entire abandonment of every 
power and faculty to God, by shrinking from 
some duty because the flesh is not willing, it 
would be at the forfeiture of a state of holiness. 
A direct path, marked with light, hath from 
this period been before me. I see the ineyitable 
consequence of turning either to the right hand 
or to the left. I realize that holiness to the 
Lord consists in being set apart for His service, — 
not doing my own will, or leaning to my own 
imderstanding. But, in acting upon these prin- 
ciples, I am wholly the Lord's : not an hour of 
my future existence is at my own disposal : I 
have willed myself over to God, and made an 
absolute surrender of time, talents, and influence 
to His reasonable service : by the power of His 
Spirit He hath enstamped the seal, which pro- 
claims me His : henceforth it is not for me to 
confer with flesh and blood ; the warfare upon 
which I have entered is not at my own charge : 
Qod requires that I should be holy, in order that I 
may be more useful, and consequently more hs^py. 
In my next I will endeavour to tell you some- 
thing more of my establishment in these blessed 
principles. In the mean time, praying that you 
and I, with all the household of God, may be 
rooted, grounded, and built up in our most holy 
fJEuth, I remain, 

Yours in the love and faith of the Gospd. 
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LETTEE XIV. TO MBS. W- 



Deab Mrs. W , you will remember the 

promise in my last, relative to the continuance of 
my narrative. Through grace I can say, my heart 
is daily becoming more rooted and grounded in 
those blessed truths. My experience continually 
attests the truth of the assertion, that the life of 
the believer is a heaven below. The divine tran- 
quillity, the deepened communion with the Pather, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, and the accompanying 
increase of love, faith, light, and humility, make 
it such ; while the quickened power of perception 
in discerning the subtlety of the tempter, toge- 
ther with the increased power it gives in contend- 
ing with him, makes this state not only the high 
privilege, but the imperious necessity, of the 
believer. Can a reasonable, holy, acceptable 
service be rendered without it ? 

A present and full salvation would not have 
been made available, unless it were needed, in 

order to glorify God. Yet, my dear Mrs. W ^ 

we need the experience of this salvation, in order 
to know its excellency, — its entire adaptation to 
every want. O the fallacy of the observation, 
" If I get the blessing, I am sure I shall never 
be able to keep it!" It is precisely what is 
needed, in order to produce that stability of soul 
whicb, renders us less liable to vacillate in our 
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I/hristiaii course ; or, in the language of an emi- 
lent Minister now Kving, — in answer to the 
>bjection of a trembling heart, " I fear I could 
lot keep it," — "Brother, nothing but holiness 
nil ke^ you" 

Do you not think, dear Mrs. W , that 

here is too much mysticism thrown around this 
)lessing ? I have thought so, and this I believe 
» be the principal hindrance with many whom 
[ approach on this subject. With the eye of 
samal wisdom they seem to be looking at some- 
thing quite beyond their present reach. Thus 
they overlook its simplicity. Now, for a soul all 
athirst for God, what is more easy than to come 
with a purpose fixed in the strength of the Lord 
Jehovah, to be His, — irrevocably His, — whether 
living or dying, and then, relying on eternal 
veracity for the acceptance of the gift, to leave 
there the offering upon the altar? Is not this 
being set apart for God ? And, in its immediate 
effect, is it not the sanctification which God de- 
mands P* The strength required in bringing the 
offering to the altar is wholly of God ; and would 
He impart the power to do it, without fulfilling 
His gracious design in inducing the sacrifice? 
No! If Gt)d-dishonouring unbelief does not 
bind the hands of Omnipotence, a mighty work 
will at once be accomplished. 

But the declaration must be believed : " The 
blood of Jesus cleanseth.^* Mark 1 it is in the 

♦ "The altar sanctiSctb the gift." (Matt, xxiii. 1^.^ 
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present tense. It is a living sacrifice that is 
required. I now, this moment, offer the sacri- 
fice, and it is deanaed : I continue ia the same 
act, the succeeding moment, and continue to feel 
that the blood of Jesus cleanseth. To the soul 
that thus continues to live in the spirit of sacri- 
fice, the veracity of the immutable Jehovah i^ 
pledged. It is thus that the blessing is obtained, 
and also retained, by faith in the sufficiency of 
the atonement, and a firm reliance on the indu- 
bitable woBD OF God. 

With the most grateful reflections do I look 
back upon the way by which I have been brought 
in reference to the Scriptures. Blessed be the 
Lord Jehovah for this chart, by which my way 
has been so luminously marked out ! Would that 
I could convey to your mind an idea of my 
hallowing, delightful communings with the God 
of all grace, through this precious medium, while, 
by most unequivocal assurances. He has made 
Himself known to me, and I have joyously 
exclaimed, " It is the Lord 1 " 

I shall also ever with most grateful emotions 
retrfwje the way of the cross. In reference to 
some of its most painful peculiarities, I have 
been led to exult in its blessedness, and exclaim, 
" O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God 1 " There have been 
some demands to which my nature could not 
have submitted, unless there had been an entire 
crucifixion of it. But I do not remember to 
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have made one sacrifice, however unaccountable 
the nature of it at the time may have been, with- 
out proving by subsequent experience that my 
spiritual advancement required the surrender. 

To the praise of Almighty Grace, I ought to 
acknowledge that He has caused me to become so 
established in the assurance that I know nothing 
aright, only as taught by the Spirit, that it is 
my most earnest endeavour to know the mind 
of the Spirit; and, after being once convinced 
of the will of God concerning me, I have never 
dared, nor even wished, to hesitate in the per- 
formance of it. 

Never, previous to receiving the witness of 
holiness, did I realize that I had received the 
sentence of death in myself ; that I should not 
trust in myself, but in Him who raiseth the dead. 
So conscious have I since been, that all my suffi- 
ciency is of Gx)d, that for worlds I would not 
live one day without the witness that I have 
returned all my redeemed powers to Him. 
Momentarily do I know, yes, deeply realize, that 
the seal of consecration is set. 

On my first entering into this blessed state, a 
constant effort seemed necessary in order to 
retain it. I have thought my views and feelings 
at the time, in a manner, comparable with one 
who had just entered upon a new existence, with- 
out being precisely aware of the principles upon 
which that existence is to be sustained. He 
inhales the life-sostaining air joyously, yet "wiWi 

H 2 
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a degree of tremulousness ; queries whether he 
can again, and yet again, be sustained in a like 
effort ; until the principles by which he is held 
in existence are gradually apprehended, and he 
breathes more and more freely, till at length, 
without even a careful thought, he revels in new 
existence. Thus at first I was continually ask- 
ing myself, Do I now present all ? Do I now 
believe ? This slisjht degree of restlessness has 
since graduated into the blessedness of unques- 
tionable certainty, that I do present all ; I djo 
believe. 

This assurance that all my powers are conse- 
crated to holy service, gives me to feel the impe- 
rative necessity of being a labourer in the vineyard 
of the Lord ; and this knowledge of consecration 
brings with it the inspiring persuasion, that my 
labour is not in vain : ** Forasmuch as ye know 
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.*' 0, 

my dear sister W , it would be impossible, 

even though time and space might permit, to 
describe to you how comprehensive in bearing 
this blessing has been upon all my experience 
since its reception. The light of eternity alone 
can reveal the superior blessedness of that soul, 
who, through the blood of the everlasting cove- 
nant, has entered into, and abides in, a state of 
holiness. 

And now I cannot longer view it as optional 
with any redeemed child of Adam whether he will 
rise to this state or not. No ! in the pages of 
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3 Bible a more authoritative command cannot 
foTind than, "Be yb holy." And would the 
mmand be given, and yet the power to obey it 
withheld P And if empowered, by the might 
the Spirit, to live in this state of entire conse- 
.tion, surely it would be to the praise of Grod, 
it the dear, decided witness be given, in order 
it His witnesses may declare it to the glory of 
8 grace. 

that every master in Israel might teach, 
m experimental knowledge, the necessity of 
3 great salvation! Pray fervently for this, 
dear friend. When this object is gained. 
If soon shall we see the armies of our Israel 
oing up '' to the help of the Lord against the 
jhty,*' and by the power of persond holiness 
itening the time when the kingdoms of this 
dd shall become the kingdoms of our God 
i of His Christ! 

Tours, in the bonds of perfect love. 



LETTER XV. TO MKS. Br 



Deab Sistsb in Ghbist. And now, dear 

«r R , how does your soul prosper? Has 

consecration of all your powers yet been 
le? and is the sacrifice accepted? Or are 
. still halting between two opinions? Your 
^eemer demands your entire service. O t\\aV. 

R 3 
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this may be the hour when you may fiilly ac- 
knowledge His claim, and render back your whole 
existence to Him ! 

I know I need not say that this is but a 
rea^onahle service. Tour would-be-devoted heart 
already assures you of the reasonableness of your 
Redeemer's demand. O yes ! you know that it 
is unreaaonahle not to be holy. Will you not act 
this moment upon your conviction of duty P The 
delay of one hour may witness a great abatement 
in the fervour of your desires. The very con- 
viction of your need of holiness, and these rest- 
less aspirations after it, are talents for which 
you will be held responsible Avhen you give an 
account of your stewardship. Yes, these are 
indeed gracious gifts from God. It is God 
that worketh in you. Should you now, by delay, 
refuse to be a worker together with Him, and 
thereby grieve the Spirit, and cause the with- 
drawment of its operations, how fearful would 
be your case ! Ah ! I have witnessed such cases, 
and my heart is agonized at the remembrance. 
Could rivers of tears purchase the return of 
these gracious influences, or any sacrifice, how- 
ever costly, it were less fearful to trifle with, or 
to treat as of secondary importance, these God- 
wrought exercises. It is a solemn truth, that 
the light which is in us may become darkness ; 
and then, how great is that darkness ! The 
light may shine afterward, but the darkness com' 
jtrekendeth it not. What a fearful state ! 
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Now is Grod's time! Will you choose any 
lure period ? If so, you take your own time, 
nd is this not exceedingly perilous ? Do you 
y, "It is but meet that I should count the 
«t?'* Well, dear sister, begin just now to 
ake the calculation, and let it be with the 
vision fixed irrevocably, that you will abide 
J the reckoning. I entreat you, in the name 
' the Lord Jesus, to pause, and now bring this 
atter to an issue. Do you find aught but 
hat already belongs to God? Ah! the obli- 
ition, implied in the demand of your Redeemer, 
Ules the claim with unquestionable certainty : 
Te are not your own ; for ye are bought with 
price : therefore glorify God in your body and 
irit, which are God's.'* 

Will you not now begin to render back your 
lole existence to God? I appeal to you in 
.6 name of the Lord of hosts, and in the 
ssence of those angel spirits that encamp 
ound about them that fear Him. Will you 
)t BOW begin to " count all things loss for the 
Lcellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus ? " 
here must be a point in your experience when 
da is done, if you are ever numbered with that 
lood-washed company, of whom it is said. 
These are they that have come up out of great 
Elation, having washed their robes, and made 
bem white in the blood of the Lamb." Does 
0t this imply that a self-sacrificing spirit is 
ecessary ? Of this I am assured, that no lei» 
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devotion than that which carried the martyrs 
through the flames, will carry us unpolluted 
through this present world. The idea that the 
state of the world is now such as to make but 
little sacrifice of public opinion necessary, in 
order to be a traveller in the King's highway, 
is unauthorized, either from Scripture, or scrip" 
tural experience. "The servant is not above 
his Master. In the world ye shall have tribula- 
tion. If ye were of the world, the world would 
love its own ; but ye are not of the world, there- 
fore it hateth you." 

O, dear sister, fix your eye on a Bible 
experience, and this will lead you at once to 

HOLIT^ESS I 

And now, wiU you not begin to carry out 
with entire decision those views of privilege 
and responsibility which were, through the Holy 
Spirit's influence, apprehended by you at the 
time we met ? 

You, doubtless, feel as if you would fain with 
full purpose commence. But you are distrustful 
of yourself. And should you not be distrustful 
of self? God grant that you may ever feel that 
you have received the sentence of death in your- 
self, that you may not trust in yourself, but in 
Him that raiseth the dead ! But, imworthy as 
you are, Christ is your Saviour. He has paid 
your debt, and purchased youjr entire freedom 
frcun sin. Why not this moment, then, begin 
<b JvdEon yourself dead indeed unto sin and 
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ve unto God, through our Lord Jesus Christ ? 
hold your present privilege, your duty ! The 
y into the holiest is open. "* The Spirit and 
; Bride say, Come ! ' come ! for all things are 
idy." When Jesus bowed His head upon the 
»ss, and said, " It is finished ! " the veil of the 
aple was rent, and the way into the holiest 
de accessible for all, through the blood of the 
^rlasting covenant. Why, then, should you 
ay to enter ? O arise with a holy boldness ! 
rhe kingdom of heaven suifereth violence, and 
J violent take it by force," You may be 
ured that Satan will take every possible way 
hinder you. He will tell you that " you are 
f yet ready for the reception of the blessing." 
lien you begin to venture, he will tell you 
it it is ^^presumptuous; you have not feeling 
)agli ; it is too much the work of imagination 
be real; perhaps you have not yet given 
aU;** with nameless other suggestions. But, 
the name of the Lord, you may say, with 
.?id, ** I can nm through a troop." 

Your affectionate friend. 



LETTEE XVI. TO MRS. R- 



Ut DEAR Sister, this is just the state of 
ration you need. Without this establishing 
ice you will ever be wavering in your pur- 
and is it not possible that you may \iave 
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it even before you lay this commuiiication aside ? 
Dear sister, all things are possible with God, 
and all things are possible to him that believethi 
Do you observe that this implies a present act ; 
not something in the future ? "He that believeth 
on Me, though he were dead^ yet shall he live ! " 
O the omnipotence of faith ! the want of it may 
even stay the hand of the Almighty. You will 
remember that it was said of the blessed Jesus, 
" He could not do many mighty works, because 
of their unbelief." He cannot work where un- 
belief prevails, consistently with the order of His 
government, a principle of which is explicitly 
stated, " He that believeth not is condemned 
already." (John iii. 18.) 

And now, dear sister, let me again say, "Come ; 
for all things are ready." A redemption from all 
iniquity has already been wrought out for you, 
and all that remains to be done is, that you ac- 
cept it on the conditions specified in the word of 
God. One condition, which may be readily ap- 
prehended by an individual who is seeking to be 
wholly sanctified, is recorded in 2 Cor. vi. 17: 
" Come out from among them, and be ye sepa- 
rate; touch not the unclean thing; and I will 
receive you." Here are the conditions on the 
part of'God, and also on the part of the creature. 
Take this in connexion with the first verse of the 
succeeding chapter, and you will find a thorough 
exposition of the process by which the soul is 
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Are you willing to comply with the condi- 
)iis ? Ah ! I fear your mind is resting on this 
d the other beloved object. Your heart may 
saying, in view of some cherished idol, " Am 
indeed called to sacrifice this object, which sur- 
sses all others in desirableness ? '* Why, this, 
obably, is precisely the object which God in- 
ids to dethrone. You know He is a jealous 
)d, and will have no other gods before Him. 
it perhaps you may say, " It is not an idol, 
is but one of the precious gifts of God ; and 
a He now require that I should resign it?" 
hy, dear sister, if it is indeed a gift from God, 
not this a conclusive reason why you should 
^6 it up at the bidding of the Giver ? Abraham 
1 not know why he was called to sacrifice his 
loved Isaac; but he conferred not with flesh 
d blood, and, without questioning the right of 
)d, immediately obeyed. 
Job said, " The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
cen away; and blessed be the name of the 
►rd." Can you not say the same ? Perhaps 
tore still shrinks, notwithstanding all your 
orts to induce a willingness to make the sacri- 
e. Well, be it so. You know that every onward 
5p for the disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ is 
urked with self-denial. " If any man wiU be 
f disciple, let him deny himself." "As ye 
ve received Christ Jesus the Lord, so toalk ye 
Him." By this you are assured that every 
ccessive step must be thus marked. An i\i\xv 
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tration is suggested to my mind, whicli, I think, 
will help you. Imagine a Jew in ancient time, 
fiilly aware of the requirements of the law de- 
manding the choice of his flock ; for a moment 
he hesitates, while covetousness murmurs in his 
heart, as he gazes with increasing interest on the 
valuable sacrifice, until aroused by the considera- 
tion of what indulgence in the unhallowed pro- 
pensity will lead to, he, with decisive step, hastens 
at once with his offering to the hallowed altar. 
The sacrifice is presented ; and the very moment 
it touches that " aliar most holy" it is sanctified.'* 
The sanctification of the gift did not depend on 
any inherent good in the offerer, but upon the 
sanctity of the altar upon which it was laid. 
" The ALTAE sanctifieth the gift** 

And now I presume that you are saying, 
"Would that I could find the altar! Gladly 
would I hasten to it ! But where, O where, is 
the Christian* 8 altar ? Has God indeed provided 
an * altar most holy,' whereunto the believer in 
Christ may come, and upon which he may lay 
his offering ? Had T a thousand miles to jour- 
ney, gladly would I this moment leave all and 
hasten to it ; and my all should at once, and for 
ever, be laid upon the Sanctifier." 

Listen to God, dear sister : " We have an 
altar, whereof they have no right to eat who serve 
the tabernacle,** The fact is settled beyond con- 
troversy. Is your spirit asking whether it is 
an "altar most holy," sufficient to warrant the 
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:pectation that the altar will sanctify the gift 
bich you lay upon it? Let the Holy Spirit 
Lswer : " We are sanctified through the offering 

the body of Christ, once for all." (Heb. x. 10.) 
be ancient altar was sanctified by modes of pu- 
Kcation prescribed by the law ; and now, " if 
e blood of bulls and goats, and the ashes of an 
dfer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the 
irifying of the flesh, how much more shall the 
ood of Christ, who, through the eternal Spirit, 
fered Himself without spot to God, purge your 
nscience from dead works, to serve the living 
3d?" Christ speaks: "For their sakes I 
Qctify Myselff that they also may be sanctified 
rough the truth." (John xvii. 19.) 
And now, what more, dear sister? Is your 
art saying, " I cannot apprehend the altar as 
sir /" In the name and strength of the Lord, 
nish the thought. " It is nigh thee." ** Say 
t in thy heart. Who shall ascend into heaven 

bring Christ down? or who shall descend 
to the deep, to bring Him up?" He is as 
ar you this moment as you are to yourself. 
id now, what is wanting but that you, as a 
'Aet together with Him, perform the work 
signed you ? You may have forgotten that you 
B of God's ro^iX priesthood ; and that it is now 
ur duty to offer up continually spiritual sacri- 
es. The offering to be presented is as near to 
u as is the altar upon which it is to be laid. 
le description of sacvifice required is t\ivxa 

I 
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given : " I beseech you, therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which 
is your reasonable service." (Eom. xii. 1.) 

If the Scribes and Pharisees were reproved for 
thinking more of the gift than of the altar which 
sanctifieth the gift, who can portray the guilt of 
that unbelief which prompts the offerer at the 
Christian's altar to doubt whether, when he lays 
his offering upon the altar, it will be sanctified? 
And yet another course, if possible, even more 
dishonouring to God, is pursued by many : it is 
that of thinking more of the gift than of the altar 
itself. Did the temple-service require sacrifices ? 
How much more commanding are the claims of 
Christ our Eedeemer ! His cause requires a 
whole burnt sacrifice. The entire service of 
body, soul, and spirit, is not only a reasonable^ 
but a required, service. Christ has purchased all 
unto Himself. How unreasonable, then, not to 
live ceaselessly in the act of returning to Him 
all these redeemed powers ! O it is but meet 
that it should be a living sacrifice ! And is it 
not blessed to know that we may thus be unto 
God a sweet savour of Christ ? 

Abiding here, you will realize in verity what 
it is to have your life hid with Christ in God. 
How can it be otherwise than that the soul, 
abiding thus in humble confidence on the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world, should 
realize momentarily the purifying efficacy of the 
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nement? Living in this state must neces- 
ly induce the enlistment of all our powers iu 
. holy service. Eeposing thus on the heart 
nfinite Love, the pulsations of our hearts all 
t in umson with the Saviour's. Our inter- 
being all identified with the interests of the 
leemer's kingdom, how can it be otherwise 
1 that all our sympathies should be thrown 
upon a perishing world ? And is the design 
*edemption answered in any lower state of 
36 than this ? K you live in the enjoyment 
his salvation, you will then be constrained to 
lowledge yourself but an unprofitable servant, 
lering no more than is His due. You will 
B cause for deepest abasement before God, 
; you have ever neglected thus to acknowledge 
claim of your Bedeemer. 
f you delay presenting the sacrifice, from any 
se whatever, you make food for repentance. 
i demands present holiness. Every earthly 
sideration should dwindle into insignificance 
x>mparison with this. Resolve, sister, from 
moment, that this demand of your God 
1 be met. Say to every minor object, " Let 
dead bury their dead." 
:«member, the offering must touch the altar 
re it can be sanctified. This is God's unal- 
ble decree. With Him there is neither vari- 
ness nor shadow of turning. The act, on 
r part, must necessarily induce the promised 
It on the part of God, But do not ioT^c\. 

I 2 
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that all is not laid upon the altar, until that will 
that requires signs and wonders preparatory to 
believing is also resigned. This seems to be 
the last point about which the heart lingers. 
What you are aiming at is holiness, not feeling. 
Trust the matter with God, and He will give 
you just the amount and kind of emotion that 
will best fit you to glorify His exalted name; 
and this is all that you are now to live for. 
Your God is now saying unto you, "Bring all 
the tithes into My store^house, and prove Me 
herewith." 

Do it, dear sister, and you will at once know 
most assuredly, that "if any man will do His 
will, he shall know of the doctrine." Not to- 
morrow, but NOW. 

Your faithful Friend. 



LETTEE XVII. TO MR. K- 



Dear Sir, your letter confirms what I said 
to Dr. P. ou the evening after I parted with 

you : " Brother K has, I believe, received 

the blessing of holiness ; for my prayer has been 
turned to praise in his behalf." So I said to my 
husband, and this persuasion your letter verifies. 
You observe, " During that night, I awoke with 
a sweet, heavenly feeling that I was the Lord's. 
I felt a perfect assurance that I was wholly His, 
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my joy tnily was unspeakable. I arose, and 
J God thanks for His great mercy to me. 
r an hour or two, I fell asleep again ; but 
lie morning these feelings had left me.** 
I your faith been wholly founded on the 
ifidness of God, and not dependent on your 
ngs, you would not in any way have lost 
lorage, as a consequence of this destitution 
motion. 

nt it was when on your homeward journey, 
time to which you had looked forward as 
sason favourable for special communion, 
len alone in the car," that you were called 
mdure the trial of your faith more ftilly. 
fas now, you say, that you "experienced 
range feeling of emptiness, or a destitu- 

of holiness." Why say, " a destitution of 
tess" unless you had consciously taken your 
ing from off the hallowed altar? If you 

had power to keep all there, — to continue 
le same act of presenting all through Christ, 
)a were just as truly in a state of holiness 
, as when filled " with joy unspeakable and 
of glory." Holiness is a state in which all 

redeemed powers are given up to God 
Qgh Christ. 

he follower of Jesus may as truly be with 
Captain of his salvation, realizing close and 

fellowship when in communion with Him 
he Man of sorrows, and permitted to know 
iowship with His sufenngs ; or, if poaa\b\e« 

I 3 
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when driven with Him into the wilderness to be 
tempted of Satan ; or in any other conceivable 
state, where the disciple may in this world be as 
his Master : ** Ye are they that have been with 
Me in My temptations : " — in either of the states 
glanced at, may the lowly disciple be as truly 
conformed to the will and also to the image 
of his Saviour, as if permitted the enjoyment of 
holy fellowship with Him on the mount of trans- 
figuration, with every impulse or feeling of the 
heart saying, "Lord, it is good for us to be 
here." 

If feeling were the principle commanding reli- 
gious action, instead of calm, deliberate, steady 
faith, how often should we be led astray, even 
when in our most pious moods ! Think of the 
disciples, who, from the impulse of exuberant 
pious feeling, desired to have three tabernacles 
reared, in order that they might ever abide on 
the mount, alone with the Saviour and His 
heavenly visitants ; unmindful that the work of 
the Redeemer in saving the world was not yet 
accomplished, neither the work to which they, 
as His disciples, were called, in establishing His 
kingdom. Imagine that the pious feelings with 
which they were at this time favoured had formed 
the principle of action ; what would have been 
the fate of a lost world ? 

A destitution of a joyous emotion, then, is not 
a destitution of holiness. On receiving an in- 
crease of faith, or of any other grace, we ought 
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rays to expect the trial of this faith, or whet- 
her grace we may have received, to succeed, 
au8 was driven by the Spirit into the wilder- 
!ss to be tempted of Satan, immediately after 
ling favoured with special tokens of the ap- 
t>val of His heavenly Father. And ought not 
3, who have purposed to follow the Lamb 
lithersoever He goeth, to expect to be carried 
rough a process somewhat similar, after having 
reived special tokens of Divine approval? 
Ills it was with you, dear brother; and there 
B reasons, of which we shall know more when 
owledge is made perfect, why it is that God 
rmits Satan to assault so powerfully His chosen 
es. It is blessed to know that the veracity 

our covenant-keeping Grod is pledged that we 
all not be tempted above that we are able. 
id it is enough for the servant that he be as 
I Lord. The violent assault of which you 
eak, which so quickly succeeded the strong 
Dflolation consequent on your faith, was not of 
rty .lays' continuance. 

Consider the Apostle and High Priest of your 
ofession, — forty days in the wilderness, and 
fch the wild beasts. Did you mffer^ being 
npted? Think of Him. "For in that He 
imself hath suffered, being tempted. He is able 

succour them that are tempted." I am de- 
;hted with some remarks of an old writer, 
dch have just met my eye. They are so pre- 
idy suited to your case, that I might VisiNe 
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substituted them in place of my own remarks, 
had I seen them sooner. Theophylact observes : 
"One grand end of our Saviour's temptation 
might be to teach us that when we have con- 
secrated ourselves to God's service, and have 
been favoured with peculiar marks of Divine 
acceptance, and the consolations of His Spirit, 
we must expect temptations; and to teach us, 
by our Lord's example, how we may best and 
most effectually resist them, even by an unshc^eH 
faith ; (1 Peter v. 9 ;) and by the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God. (Eph. vi. 17.)"* 
" We count them happy which endure.*' O 
may this happiness ever be yours I I do not 
mean to express a wish that you may be ever 
enduring the fires of temptation, but that yon 
may endure as seeing the Invisible through 
whatever trials you may be called to pass, re- 
membering that you " are appointed thereunto," 
and that the same afflictions are accomplished 
in your brethren. It is true, that but few covet the 
blessedness of that man that endureth tempta- 
tion; though many eagerly aspire after the 
crown, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
hath promised to give unto such. 

Yours, in Christian love. 

* Benson's Commentary. 
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LETTER XVIII. TO ME. K- 



Deab Sib, after the violent assault of Satan 
iferred to in my last, you say, " Not being 
mscious of having offended, I was alarmed, 
id renewed my stniggle ; sometimes endeavour- 
g to consecrate myself to Gt>d, and sometimes 
Sieving that the consecration had been made ; 
itil I finally concluded that I must and would 
Qieve I had given up all, and trust His blessed 
'omise, and live a life of faith. From that 
me to this, I have endeavoured so to live ; and 
$t I am not able to say that the blessing is 
ine." I have quoted thus largely, in order that 
)tt may review your position. You finally con- 
uded that you must and would live a life of faith. 

Do you mean a life of faith on the Son of 
od? Have you indeed consecrated yourself 
holly to Him? And is your all now being 
resented to God, " through Christ, the Lamb of 
od, which taketh away the sin of the world ? ** 
nd yet you cannot say that your sins are taken 
wray ; that you are cleansed from all unrighte- 
usness, — wholly sanctified? Surely you are 
ot willing to assume the position, that a living 
icrifice, presented to God through Christ, is not 
oly and acceptable ? I know you would not in- 
aitionally undervalue the precious blood of the 
toning Lamb, and yet your position assumes \\.. 
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Your final conclusion was, to live a life of 
faith on the Son of God ; that is, a Ufe of entire 
dependence upon His merits, trusting in Him to 
purge your conscience from dead works, to serye 
the living Grod. Far be it from you to say that 
you have trusted without fully proving the faith- 
fulness of Grod With far less guilt might one 
in ancient times say, " I have laid all upon the 
hallowed altar, the altar that sanctifieth the 
gift, but cannot say that it is sanctified." Under 
these circumstances, both the word of God would 
be doubted, and also the inherent virtues of that 
altar which God hath declared to be an altar 
most holy. This is the sin which is aimed at 
when Christ says, "Ye fools and blind! for 
whether is greater, the gift, or the altar which 
sanctifieth the gift ? " 

You come to the Christian's altar. "We 
have an altar.'* Your final conclusion is, that 
you have consecrated all upon this altar, which 
is Christ. In view of His sacrificial sufferings 
and death, should I ask whether there is virtue 
sufficient here to cleanse from all unrighteous- 
ness, to sanctify wholly, what would you say? 
I know you would tell me that the virtues of 
this most holy altar are amply sufficient for the 
cleansing of a world of polluted mortals. Allow 
me to remind you of your final conclusion; 
that is, to live a life of faith on the Son of God : 
if so, then it is upon this hallowed altar that 
fon are now resting. 
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And now, my dear brother K , if you will 

jolve to let your faith depend on the word of 
3d, and not upon your uncertain feelings, your 
ffioulties will all be at an eud. This, I be- 
ive, will from this time be your experience. 

lall I henceforth hear it said of brother K , 

Ele staggered not at the promise of God through 
.belief, but was strong in faith, giving glory to 
)d?'* 

Ton ask my opinion relative to the evidence 
tlie blessing being received slowly, or perhaps 
intervals. We can conceive of one who, on 
ing informed of a matter of great importance, 
first but partially relies upon the word of his 
formant; until accumulated evidence of the 
racity of his friend puts it beyond doubt, and 
I becomes established in assurance that the 
3rd of his friend is evidence sufficient. He 
en proceeds to inform others of the fact : and 
asked what evidence he has of its being so, 
i gives the name of his friend, and exclaims. 
This is authority sufficient ; I have his word, 
id the word of such a friend is its own evi- 
jnce." 

« God's word is its own evidence," said an 
ioellent Minister, who loves to live by faith on 
e Son of God. Here let me again remind 

•other K of his final conclusion, of which 

is forms a part : " I mint and will believe that 
have given up all, and trust in God*s pro- 
ise, and live a life of faith." Do you b^lieiN^ 
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God's promise constitutes reliable ground for 
your faith ? Is His word evidence sufficient to 
rest your faith upon ? If you have come to the 
point to rely upon it fully as the foundation of 
your hope, you will not hesitate in making con- 
fession with your mouth. If you are not willing 
to do this, it proves that your faith is yet de- 
fective; for you will speak with a confidence 
precisely proportionate with what you deem to 
be the authority and faithfulness of Him upon 
whose word you rely. 

But do not forget that believing with the 
heart, and confessing with the mouth, stand 
closely connected ; and " what God hath joined 
together, let not man put asunder."- To the 
degree you rely on the faithfulness of God, 
hasten to make confession with the mouth of 
this your confidence; and to the degree you 
honour God, by reposing on His faithfulness, 
will God honour you, by conferring upon you 
the graces of His Holy Spirit in their rich pleni- 
tude. My dear brother, let me urge you to be 
"instant in season and out of season," in the 
performance of this duty : if we meet no more 
in time, may we hail each other in the city of 
our God, and there joy to find our names 
enrolled among those who have been foremost 
among Christ's holy confessors on earth I 

But I observe a clause of your letter, not be- 
fore noticed, of which 1 would say a word. You 
«8jO " I fear I have a will of my own ;" but of 
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lis you do not seem entirely confident. I am 
lad to observe your carefulness on this point. 
> may your conscience ever be 

" Quick as the apple of an eye 1" 
But, while endeavouring to ascertain the truth 
r this matter, do not forget that you have an 
lemy who day and night accuseth the saints 
efore God. Would you indeed be willing to 
ave your own will done, instead of the will 
r your heavenly leather? Imagine that the 
ding of your destiny were, in any degree, taken 
it of the hand of God and placed at your own 
isposal, would you not be afraid to be intrusted 
ith it in any degree ? If you would at once 
fer it all back to God, then the conclusion is 
ident, — ^you have not a will of your own. But 
e may have natural shrinkings from certain 
rms of duty ; yet, if we do not yield to nature, 
is still evident that the will of God predomi- 
ites over our own will, and all is yet in obedi- 
loe to Christ. 

If a judicious parent require a child to do 
at to which his nature is strongly disinclined, 
id the child, fearful of grieving his father, 
elds, though nature still strongly shrinks, to 
hat he knows to be the superior judgment 
* the father, the child is even more worthy of 
mmendation than if the requisition had not 
en painful to his nature. The love, obedience, 
id confidence of the child have all by the act 
len tested and exhibited in a manner calcui'dted 
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to move the heart of the father, quite beyond 
what it would have been had no such test been 
instituted. 

If Abraham had been required to oflfer up 
Ishmael instead of Isaac, would his faith and 
his obedience have been as thoroughly tested as 
they were? God said, "Take thy son, thine 
only son, whom thou lovest." When the Lord 
said this, doubtless all the tender yearnings of 
the father for his only son were roused even to 
an unusual degree. God did not forget this, 
when He said, " Now I know that thou fearest 
Me, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, 
thine only son, from Me." 

The Saviour, also, who possessed as truly the 
human as the Divine nature, had a wiU which 
shrank from suffering : "If it be possible, let 
this cup pass from Me: nevertheless not as I 
will, but as Thou wilt." His will was obe- 
dient to the will of His Father. If, in our 

brother K , the human will is subject to 

the Divine will, then he may thank God and 
take courage. 

You inquire relative to our management with 

our little family ; but, as you perceive, the siie 

of my sheet forbids my saying much on this 

subject in the present communication. We 

have deemed it important 

" Never to take the harsher way, 
When love may do the deed.*' 

And we have endeavoured to cherish in their 
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)tmg hearts that love and confidence which you 
>8erve. It is certainly far more desirable to 
lie by love than by fear, if such a thing may 
; : and it is my opinion that this may be done 
► a degree quite beyond what many parents 
lagrne. God is Love, and it is our earnest 
•ayer that the atmosphere in which our chU- 
•en live and move may be that of love. We 
ive dedicated our house to God, and believe 
;at He hears our prayer, when we ask that His 
lesence may abide with us, so that every one 
:at enters our dwelling may feel the hallowing 
fluence of the Spirit of holiness. 
Before the routine of domestic duty for the 
ly commences, I feel it a blessed privilege to 
esent each member of our household indi- 
dually before God. After having presented 
yself, with aU my interests, temporal and spi- 
;ual, afresh to Him through Christ, I daily 
ead the promise, " I will pour out My Spirit 
Km thy seed, and My blessing upon thy off- 
(ring." I try to claim the fulfilment of this 
omise, and believe myself successful. 
We have dedicated our children to God, with 
I intention of devoting them in some special 
lanner to His service, and are endeavouring 
) have their moral and religious training all 
iiected to this point, — ^usefulness in the church 
f Christ. You may infer from this, that it is 
eedful that their natural inclinations should at 
imes be crossed to meet this point. In xeie;!- 

K 2 
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ence to gay society, or conformity to the world 
in dress and other respects, we should think it 
proper to exercise parental authority if there 
were occasion for it. We are looking for wis- 
dom to train them in the way in which they 
should go, and not in a way from which it 
would be needful that they should depart, on 
becoming themselves self-denying followers of 
the Saviour. 

" Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, 
lest they be discouraged," is an admonition most 
important in family government : but I imagine 
that the sin of Eli is far more prevalent than 
that of undue family restraint. Grod said of 
faithM Abraham, "I know him that he will 
command his children, and his household after 
him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord, 
to do justice and judgment ; that the Lord 
may bring upon Abraham that which He hath 
spoken." We observe by this, that the parental 
and household government of Abraham stood 
closely connected with the fulfilment of God's 
promises to him. 

Firmness and love equally blended are most es- 
sential in family discipline. Courageous Joshua 
says, " I and my house will serve the Lord." I 
have feared that some professors rather prefer 
that the cause of Christ should be wounded, 
than the feelings of their children and other 
members of their household. Thus was it with 
Eli. If expostulation and entreaty had been the 
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only tiling required, he does not seem to have 
been particolarly deficient. Doubtless his sin 
was, that he did not, with faithM Abraham, 
etmmand his children. You inquire about the 
reHgioos state of our two younger children, — 
whether they are Christians. I am not prepared 
to answer this question directly ; and, you see, I 
haTe now ahnost filled another sheet. 

In love, farewell. 



LISTTBR XIX. TO MR. K- 



DXAB Sib, were you not praying for us as 
a family the evening I parted with you ? Soon 
after my return home, while at supper, an un- 
nsnal sense of the Divine presence came upon 
me, and a heaven of love and sweetness seemed 
to fill the house. Being later than usual for 
tapper, all the members of my family, with the 
exception of my two youngest children, (who 
had retired for the night,) had gone to meeting. 
As I left the parlour and went up to my room, 
about eight o'clock, to my surprise I found our 
daughter stUl awake, and, at her earnest call, I 
went to her room. Her eyes looked as though 
she bad for some time been weeping bitterly^ 
hot she was now smiling amid her tears. '' O 
Ha!" she exclaimed, " I have been asking God 
br s new heart, and He has given it to me.^' 1 

K S 
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questioned her, but could see no reason to doubt 
that the Lord had indeed visited her with His 
salvation. Among other things, she said, " But 
Satan told me something very naughty." She 
hesitated for a moment, as though it were some- 
thing that she hardly dared repeat, and then 
observed, "He said that I should never go to 
heaven ; but I asked the Lord, and He told me, 
if I loved and served Him, I should." She 
seemed very happy in the love of the Saviour ; 
and, as I observed before, the whole house 
seemed filled with a heaven of love. 

Little W then called me to his room, and 

a Divine influence seemed to be resting upon him 
also. " O Ma ! " said he, " I want to pray more 
than my own prayers." I remained some time 
instructing him in answer to his many inquiries, 
some of which surprised me much, — inquiries 
which I knew must have been prompted by 
the direct influences of the Holy Spirit on his 
heart. 

In consequence of not being home as early ai 
usual, I had not conversed with these little ones 
as I generally do, especially on Sabbath evenings. 
It was clear to my mind, therefore, that the 
feelings of my dear children had not been pro- 
duced by any external influence. 

The accuser had been suggesting, that in not 
being with them when they retired, I had neg- 
lected an obvious duty, for that which was 
questionable; but on finding them so unex- 
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pectedly reoeiving the gracious teachings of the 
Spirit, the Holy Comforter said to my heart, — 

" Fix on Gt)d*8 work thy steadfast eye ; 
So shall thy work be done." 

I should not like to answer your question — that is, 
Are these children Christians P — ^unhesitatingly ; 
hat I will say, that from their earliest existence 
we have given them up to Grod. We believe 
that the Lord in some special manner recogpijies 
the surrender, and gives the more direct iu- 
fluenoes of the Holy Spirit as a consequence of 
their being set apart for His service. 

They love to talk about spiritual things, and 
from the dawn of reason have manifested much 
interest, and sometimes deep emotions, while I 
conversed with them. A few months since, little 

W asked this question, " What is it to give 

ay heart to Grod P " Bishop H was with 

9, and he took the child on his knee, and with 
ost heavenly sweetness told him in a manner 
ited to his capacity yiM^ what it was to give 

\ heart to God. After which, W , in a 

emn and impressive manner, said, " I give my 

it to Jesus Christ." This was a memorable 

od ; and he since says that he has given his 

i to God, and I would not dare say he has 

jone so. When he is asked, as is often the 

with such little creatures, " What do you 

d to be?" his almost invariable reply, 

ler to worldlings or others, is, *' I mean to 

^Cinister, tf God will make me one,** 
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We have set him apart for that work, with 

the prayerful desire that he may be called of 

God, as was Aaron. " The harvest is great, but 

the labourers are few." In view of the need of 

faithful labourers it seems most reasonable, and 

not unauthorized by the spirit of the word, that 

pious parents should thus set their ckildren 

apart, not with an idea that they are to decide 

the matter, but to order their entire moral and 

religious training in such a manner as may best 

fit them for the service of the sanctuary; and 

then, if the thus consecrated one is not sure in 

after life that he is " moved by the Holy Ghost 

to preach the Gospel," he will, by pious culture, 

have been fitted for other work in the vineyard 

of the Lord. 

But if a case should occur in which a person 
thus dedicated to the Ministry should not be 
called, it would be unlike any case I have yet 

met with. In reference to little W , we 

cannot help treasuring up in our hearts these 
indications that he has received something like 
a baptism into the spirit of what may be his 
work, and we take courage. This morning he 
said, " I wish I was in * IJxico ' (Mexico) ; they 
fight there 1 " I felt troubled at his saying what 
seemed so unlike himself; and chidingly said, 

"Why, W , they are wicked there because 

they fight ; and if they do not take care, they will 
soon all go to the bad place together." "I 
thought 1 might go and tell them that it is 
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mieked tofyJU,** he replied. On Sabbath mom- 
ing a boy was crying " Sunday Morning News '* 
past the door. W came to me with a sad- 
dened countenance, and said, '* Do you not think 
I had better run and tell him that it is wicked 
to sell papers on Sunday? It may be he does not 
know how wicked it is." This is but a speci- 
men of the way in which he often talks. I think 
you will with us conclude, that God is not un- 
mindful of the consecration which we have made 
of our children to His service. And it is because 
we think this a most important matter, that I 
have so much at length answered your inquiries. 

Yours, &c. 



LETTER XX.—TO MR. K- 



DsAB Sir, I had hoped that my dear bro- 
iler K had counted the cost of living a life 

^ feith on the Son of Grod ; yes, of faith on the 

>n of God, and of faith on Him in all His rela- 

ms to you. He is your Prophet, Priest, and 

ng. Remember, brother, Christ is not divided. 

He is received at all, He must be received in 

His offices. You cannot be saved by receiving 

a as your atoning Priest, while you reject 

I as your reigning Sovereign or your Prophet, 

)ur Teacher. You have faith in the efficacy 

lis atonement as Priest. You, doubtless, 

mt to His control as your King. But, bio- 
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ther, may the Spirit miglitily convince you of 
the necessity of an unwavering trust in all His 
teachings! His "words are spirit, and they 
are life/' 

I imagine you say, " Sister P has mis- 
taken my position. It is not the vsord of God 
I distrust. It is myself. The language of my 
heart ever is, — 

* Lord, I believe Thy every word. 
Thy every promise true.* " 

And yet, brother, I thiijk, on careful examination, 
you may find yourself in some degree given to 
distrustfulness. To the degree you are so, you 
dishonour God. If Christ, robed in human flesh, 
were now standing before you, repeating words 
of living truth in your ear, and should a distrust- 
ful look doud your brow, or words betokening 
a hesitating faith fall upon the ear of the listening 
multitude, would not the Saviour's hf^art be 
pained, and His name be dishonoured before the 
whole assembly ? 

But you may desire to know whether I can 
direct to one point where your faith in GW is 
defective. Perhaps I may discover to you more 
than one, if, through the Holy Spirit's influence, 
I be successful in placing before you what I think 
I perceive. You say, " Were I only sure I had 
ginen up aU, 1 could at once believe, irrespective 
of frames and feelings. The promise, 'I will 
receive you,' I could at once claim as my own, 
and thus, in obedience to God, I should b^ 
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lowered to cleanse myself from all filthiness 
lie flesh and spirit." One point, marking 

defectiveness of your faith, is here. You 
lur prayerfully to be sincere, and then, just 
Jirell as you know how, you give yourself 
*lly up to Grod through Christ. After making 

surrender, you ask if anything is kept back, 
. it may be clearly discovered. But, in 
wer to these intercessions, nothing further is 
jaled. Just here a promise meets you : " If 
inything ye be otherwise minded, God shall 
»1 even this unto you." Now, why do you 

believe the word of the Lord? It is just 
promise which you need at this point in your 
srience. God is now saying this to you, and 

are doubting Him, and by this He is dis- 
oured. Yes, unbelief is a sin, K you con- 
ed the word of God a sufficient foundation 
your faith, and were not looking for some 
ence apart from this, you would believe. 
it is it not through the direct agency of the 
y Ghost that I must believe ? " Yes ; but 
ily men of God spake as they were moved by 
Holy Ghost ; " and you will indeed prove these 
ds are spirit and life, as soon as you frdly rely 
n them. Yes, you will realize that the Holy 
)st hath given them a life-giving energy. 



Cf 



To him that in Thy name helieves. 
Eternal life with Thee is giyen ; 

Into himself he all receives. 
Pardon, and holiness^ and heaven." 
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The Eible is the voice of God speaking to 
man. If holy men spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost, the words thus uttered are 
in verity the words of God, as though they were 
heard sounding forth from the highest heavens. 
If they were heard, faith were no longer requi- 
site. If this were the order of Gt)d, it would have 
been written, " The just shall live by hearing,^* 
or something answerable thereunto. Or, if this 
were the better way for man in his present state, 
God had ordained it. But the holy Apostle 
Peter, who had both heard this voice which 
came from heaven, and was also an eye-witness 
of His majesty, does not pronounce the indul- 
gence of these senses the surest way for es- 
tablishing the heart : " We have also a more 
sure word of prophecy, whereunto ye do well to 
take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark 
place, until the day dawn, and the day-star arise 
in your hearts : knowing this first, that no pro- 
phecy of the Scripture is of any private interpre- 
tation. For the prophecy came not in old time 
by the will of man : but holy men of Gtwi spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." 

I note this most important passage, with the 
hope that you may, as in the presence of Godi 
" mark, learn, and inwardly digest ; " and fifcwi 
this time believe, when you comply with the ooo- 
ditions upon which the blessings which you need 
are promised, that they are already yours. " Tin 
word is nigh thee, in thy mouth and in thy heart'** 
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I letum to the point which I may seem to 
left, but which, in truth, I have aimed at 
le foregoing remarks. Now, should' you 
re, when you ask Grod to discover to you 
img which may be unrevealed, that lie fulfils 
word to you; in your confessions before 
and man, you would say, ''Through the 
r of tiie Holy Spirit, I am now whoUy 
. up to Grod. I have laid all upon the 
" Were an inquirer to ask, "What au- 
ty have you for speaking so confidently of 
state ? " you would reply, " I have the au- 
ty of God's word. Upon this alone my 
lence rests. I, in sincerity, have given 
If wholly to Him. I have the promise that 
ill receive me when I make the surrender ; 
I cannot now believe otherwise than that 
^cea receive me, unless I doubt His word ; 
this were in itself sinful^ " But perhaps 
may be* something undiscovered, which 
mar your sacrifice, and render it unworthy 
loceptance of God." "I am bound to 
re that the Faithful and True fuLfiU His 
to me ; He cannot deny Himself. .1 have 
I, if there be anything withheld, or if in 
dng I be otherwise minded, that God will 
1 even this unto me; and now it were 
id most dishonouring to God, for me to 
t His faithfulness in this respect." Just in 
3rtion to your confidence in the faithfulnesB 
od would be the strength of your teatimoiv^ 
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in your confessions of what He had done for 
you. 

O if these doubtings and waverings were only 
regarded among professed belieTers as sii^ftUf as 
they are in reality before God, what a different 
state of experience would the church present! 
Satan, surely, is peculiarly successful in blinding 
the minds of multitudes who belicYe in the at- 
tainableness of the rest of faith, relative to the 
enormity of this sin. When cme who has been 
brought out of the bondage of spiritual Egypt 
arrives at the borders of the promised land, if 
an enemy, perchance his last unvanquished foe, 
prevent his leapiog over, even though but within 
one step of his long-sought rest, what a victoiy 
is gained ! Shall an enemy, capabLe of detaining 
his victim for days, months, and even years, at 
this point, be thought of as an enemy of small 
moment ? Shall a foe, possessed of power suffi- 
cient to keep hundreds among the ministry, who 
are sincerely endeavouring to gain the rest of 
faith, and thousands also among the laity, who 
for years have been uttering sijrong desires for 
its attainment, — O shall such an enemy be re- 
garded as a slight foe? But, alas! too well 
does Satan succeed in keeping the understanding 
of multitudes in comparative darkness, relative 
to the aggregate loss of the church in the holi- * 
ness of her membership, through this form d 
unbelief. 

<< Why do you not enter into the enjoyment at 
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foil sahration?" aslcs tbe inquirer of one who 
would be a sincerely deyoted follower of Christ. 
*^ I cannot say why/' says the latter, '* unless it 
be my unbdief. I have for a long time been 
seeking, and I know of nothing that 1 would not 
be wising to sacrifice for its attainment ; and I 
oondnde, that it can be only my unbelief which 
keepB me from the enjoyment of this my pro- 
mised inheritance. I Imow that the kingdom of 
hearen suffereth violence, and also that Qod 
hath made it my duty to believe, and frequently 
I have almost made the venture ; but again I 
waver t" So says the doubting one: as if it 
were comparatively a small matter to indulge in 
these vacillations of faith ; and this, too, when it 
is the word of the unchangeable Jehovah which 
we daim the privilege of crediting or rejecting 
at our pleasure. 

I have not yet finished what I would oommu* 
ideate on this subject, for my heart is indeed full ; 
Imt circamstances render it inexpedient that 1 
should write more at present. 1 will give you 
ny thooghts more fully soon. 

Yours, 8m5. 



LETTER XXI. TO MB. K- 



DsAS Sib, O how infinite in importance is 
>flt| ^ point which the arch deceiver gains by t\iQ 

L 2 
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little words, "Only unbelief 1" Here is just' 
where for months past the enemy has gained a- 

signal victory over my dear brother K .' 

Not only over yourself has he triumphed, but, 
according to your own acknowledgment, the 
precious cause of Christ has suffered loss, by' 
your not being in the enjoyment of this blessing. > 
You say, " I feel that if 1 had the blessing, the 
circumstances in which 1 am placed would be 
peculiarly favourable to my usefulness." How 
many might have believed through your testi- 
mony, had your unbelief been given up, when 
you gave up every other sin 1 Why was this 
exception persisted in? Surely, brother, you 
did not consider how derogatory to the character 
of God it is to doubt His word. Belative to 
the enormity of this sin, well may God complain 
of you and many others, as of ancient Israel,* 
" My people doth not consider." 

Let us, dear brother K , for a moment 

glance at the nature and consequences of this 
sin. Think of Israel. God, with a high hand,- 
and an outstretched arm, had brought them up 
out of the house of bondage. The Eed Sea was 
safely passed by a miraculous interposition, and 
Israel looked on and beheld the destruction of 
his enemies, as they were overthrown by the 
power of the Highest. Gently, as a nurse 
cherisheth her children, were they led forth 
through the wilderness. One obstacle after 
another, most formidable in prospect, had beeni 
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^ercome by the power of God, until tbey had 
become fully instructed relatiye to the almigh- 
tiness of His hand to deliver, when they arriye at 
the borders of the promised land. They have 
escaped their Egyptian task-masters. They 
have passed the Bed Sea. The parched and 
howling wildemess, too, has been traversed, and 
the hosts of Israel stand at Kadesh Bamea, 
ready to enter in triumph upon their long- 
sought rest. 

Just here they are met by a foe more formi* 
dable than the hosts of Pharaoh, more terrible 
than the sea or the desert. That foe subdued 
them and drove them back into that terrible 
wildemess, where they wandered till the bones 
of that whole generation were strown bleaching 
on the sands. Who was that mighty foe of 
Israel P Paul tells us: "They entered not in 
because of unbelief," — " only unbelief." 

Ahl when Israel discovered the consequence 

f this one act of unbelief, — ^when they saw that 

ley had thereby so greatly displeased Gkni, that 

ey were for ever debarred the privilege of 

tering that land, in prospect of which their 

arneyings had been commenced, and continued 

m to that point of time, when Gt)d sware 

t they should not «iter into His rest, — 0! 

k you that they were disposed to speak of 

'Jief as a ]ight matter? As their doom was 

^ accomplished, and they were, one after 

ler, fast falling in the wildemess, do you 

L 3 
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imagine they were prone to look back and say, 
" O, it was only unbelief?" 

Now, if Satan succeed in blinding our minds 
to the formidableness of this enemy, O, is not 
this indeed a mighty achievement ? I need not 
say that the honour of Grod is as truly con- 
cerned in us, His spiritual Israel, ** being de- 
livered out of the hand of our enemies, that 
we might serve Him without fear, in holiness 
and righteousness before Him, 'all the days of 
our life," as it was in the deliverance of His 
ancient people. How greatly was the name 
of God dishonoured by the sin of Israel in 
their refusing to enter 1 and O, how greatly 
is our heavenly Joshua — the Captain of our 
salvation, who hath undertaken to bring His 
redeemed people into this Canaan of rest — dis- 
honoured, when we, by our unbelief, refuse to 
enter ! 

Dear brother K , be no more of a doubt- 
ful mind. Give up your waverings : " For he. 
that wavereth is as a wave of the sea, driven 
with the wind and tossed ; for let not that man 
think that he shall receive any thing of the 
Lord." " This is the command of God, that ye 
believe." Is it left optional with yourself whether 
you will obey tliis command? How presump- 
tuous to doubt God 1 Resolve that you will do 
so no more. Be without variableness or shadow 
of turning in your purposes. To the d^ree 
you are otherwise, instability in experience will 
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be yOUT portion. " If ye will not believe, surely 
ye shall not be established." 

In Christian love, yours. 



LETTER XXII. TO ME. ?■ 



Dear Sir, on looking at difficulties in the 
distance, how oft have travellers in the heavenly 
way exclaimed, "Who shall roll us away the 
stone?" when, on coining up to the dreaded 
point, they have found the stone already removed, 
and a risen Saviour ready to meet them with His 
comforting smile. Thus, my dear brother P., 
you foimd it relative to the long-dreaded diffi- 
culty, which was matter of such serious fore- 
bodings in your last. 

" The day of the Lord is near in the valley of 
dedflion." You, dear brother, are being led by 
the Spirit low into the valley of himiility ; and 
doubtless this is only permitted, that God may 
in due time exalt you. His word is pledged, 
that if any man will do His will, he shall know 
of the doctrine. You, my brother, have decided 
at every sacrifice to know, in order that you may 
do, the whole will of God. Through the ener- 
gies of the Holy Spirit, which have been momen- 
tarily imparted, through the intercessions of 
Christ, you have, day and night, sleeping or 
vaking, been sustained in the absorbing de^ix^ 
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to stand perfect and complete in all tlie will 

of God. 

To be thus kept amid so many opposing 

influences, is of itself a miracle. Imagine tkit 

the decree should pass the throne of Heaven, 

that you for five minutes should be left to the 

will of your enemies. An entire destitution of 

every gracious intention, or desire, would in a 

moment succeed. Desolation of body, mind, 

and estate, exceeding the desolations of Job, 

would be the immediate consequence. Limits, 

as you will remember, were, by the fiat of the 

Almighty, set to the power of Satan, when Job 

endured the trial of his faith. But for the 

present and continuous intercessions of your 

Saviour, inconceivable power would at once be 

given to Satan, over body, mind, and estate. 

Yes, brother, you are "kept by the power of 

God, through faith, unto salvation ; " and every 

moment you are thus kept, you may exultingly 

sing,— 

" I 'm B mirade of grace." 

How do you suppose Daniel felt when he 
stood among the lions P He weU knew that if 
his God had not sent His angel to shut the 
mouths of the devourers, his doom had been 
inevitable. Do you not think he ever afterward 
regarded himself as a peculiar monument of the 
saving grace of God P But he was not in reaUty 
more so than you are ; for the " roaring lion, who 
seeketh whom he may devour," is ever prowling 
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about your path;, and every moment you are 
preserved, it is by the miraculous intervention 
of divine power. 

Your letter was encouraging to my faith in 
your behalf. Yes, my brother, it is God that 
vorketh in you. Even now, while you are read- 
ing this communication, our God, who hath said, 
" I am the Lord which doth sanctify you," is car- 
rying on the sanctifying process in your heart. 
" But when shall I be enabled to testify, that I 
bave the direct witness of the Spirit, that I am 
wholly sanctified ? This I believe to be my privi- 
lege." Yes, brother, this I also believe to be 
pur privilege, and this I am sure you will have 
the moment you unwaveringly rely on the pro- 
mises of your faithful God ; for the Spirit bears 
testimony to the truth of the word, when with 
perfect confidence we rest upon it. It is true, 
that you may not have any Bemtihle manifestation, 
by way of assuring you of the acceptance of your 
offering, as the immediate consequence of your 
faith. To the degree manifestations addressed 
to the senses are given, the necessity of faith 
is precluded; but it is written, "The just shall 
Ikoe hyfaith^^ not by %ight. 

When the father of the faithful %aw the hea- 
yenly fire descend, and with his natural eyes was 
beholding the consuming process, as the flame 
steadily ascended heavenward, was faith in any 
way necessary, by way of assuring him of the 
acceptance of his offering ? Surely not -, for oi^ea 
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vision precluded that necessity. But this sensi- 
ble assurance would not have be€jn given, had 
not a continuous act of steady faith preceded it. 
Had he, after laying his offering upon the altar, 
removed it again from that hallowed shrine; 
had he, forgetful that he had need of patience, 
yielded to weariness, from watching the conse- 
crated offering, and then begun to indulge in 
questioning why the Lord should so long dday 
the expected token of acceptance; and then, 
turning his mind off from the faithfulness of 
God, indulged in various conjectures, expressive 
of unsteady faith ; would Abraham, amid these 
waverings, have received anything from the 
hand of the Lord? Surely the appellation of 
the " father of the faithful *' had not been given 
him ; for, in reference to the wavering one, our 
God hath said, '^ Let not that man think that he 
shall receive anything of the Lord." 

O that my dear brother P may be an 

example to believers, in faith and purity, as well 
as in doctrine ! Yours truly. 

P.S. I perceive that I have not fully an- 
swered your letter. Your numerous inquiries 
demand much more time than I can command 
at present ; but 1 will write from time to time, 
as circumstances may permit. . 
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LETTEE XXni. TO ME. P- 



DsAB Sib, 1 think many err by urging the 
promiBes upon those who have no right to them. 
It was only tMs morning that a friend observed 

to me» " I asked brother L how his mind 

stood, in rdlation to the subject of holiness. He 
acknowledged his need of the blessing, and said 
that he desired it. 

*^ * Can you conceiYe of any reason why you 
do not receive it?' 

" ' I do not know, unless it is my unbelief* " 

This friend then began to lurge the promises 
vagon him; but she soon found that he rather 
needed the threatenings which are denounced 
against those who are unwilling to be holy, as 
he soon afterward frankly intimated (and as 
though it were a light matter) that he was not 
willing to consecrate all to God. This brother, 
then, according to his own concession, was not 
willing to be holy. How unsuccessful would 
bawe been the solicitude of his anxious friend, 
thoQ^ she had continued hours longer in endea- 
Tonxing to overccnne his unbelief, by urging the 
pmnises upon him 1 It is my opinion, that a 
luge amount of well-intended labour, in urging 
persons to lay hold upon the promises, is lost 
precisely in that way. 

Paul, in his Second Epistle to the Cotm- 
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thians, (vi. 17, 18, and vii. 1,) presents 
the way by which holiness may be attained, 
in the clearest and most concise manner. The 
question, " Is consecration entire sanctifica- 
tion?" is here also fully met. First in order 
«tand the terms of the covenant : " Come out, 
from among them, and be ye separate, and 
touch not the unclean thing." Next come the 
promises: "I will receive you, and will be a 
Father unto you, and ye shall be My sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." Here, 
then, is entire consecration, and immediately 
follow the promises, which, the moment the 
conditions are met, are given to the seeker, (and 
not one moment prior to this compliance,) — ^and 
yet the Apostle addresses the thus consecrated 
one, as not yet cleansed from all filthiness of 
the flesh and spirit! But he admonishes the 
humble aspirant, as already in possession of the 
means by which he is to cleanse himself, — ^not as 
though he were to accomplish this work unaided 
by the power of God. No. Having these pro- 
mises, which the Lord Jehovah gave him the 
moment he made an entire consecration of him- 
self, he is at once directed to the next step in 
order, which is to appropriate the promises ; and 
from that point he goes on perfecting holiness in 
the fear of God. It is thus that the words of 
the Saviour, " Sanctify them through Thy truth: 
Thy word is truth," are illustrated in the expe- 
rience of the disciple. 
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Thus we see how obedience to the primary 
ionctions of the word must precede the act of 
propriating faith. As has been before pre- 
ised, the dij£culty which most persons find in 
deavounng to exercise that faith which appro- 
iates the blessing, comes through the effort to 
lieve, before the steps which should precede it 
3 taken. Suppose Abraham had tried to be- 
ve that his offering was " truly acceptable," 
^<0Te he had laid it upon the hallowed altar. 
3W inconsistent! Imagine that he had even 
ought it within reach of the altar, and yet had 
t laid it upon that " most holy" place : would 
have been sanctified ? But, after it was once 
d there, was it any more at the option of the 
ferer ? No. It was no more at his disposal, 
UL if it had been borne away by Gabriel, and 
d upon the throne of the Eternal, the moment 
touched that altar, by the virtue of which it 
18 sanctified to God. If Gt)d saw fit, for the 
al of his faith and patience, (and shall we say, 
I honesty also?) that it should for a season 
main, in order that these various graces might 
tried, it was not for him to dictate. Had 
sraham yielded to impatience, and again re- 
ined the offering and appropriated it to his 
m use, it would have been a most sacrilegious 
t : for the offering was no more his own, — no 
ore in any possible way at his own disposal. 
ad he thought of it as otherwise than wholly 
dictified, he would have greatly dis\ioiiO\xi^ 
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God by his want of faith in His word: ^^ He 
that believeth not maketk God a liar I " 

But does an offerer at the Christian's alta^r 
really give up all, until he gives up his unbelt^ t 
There are many who imagine that they hav^ 
given up all, who still retain their own toUlt 
especially on this point i " Except they see signf 
and wonders, they will not believe." Wi,th i^ibe* 
lieving Thomas, they say, " Except I sihall see,'' 
— thus and thus, apcording to some preconceived 
plan, — "I wiU not believe." And thuss it is, 
though willing, perhaps^ to surrender everything 
else, they hold on ^o this poiut, "I wiU, no^ 
believBy except — ." The real position of ^uch 
persons seems to be expressible as follows: — 
*' Unless the High and Holy One shall come down 
to meet my wiM^ and give me the witness of this 
•alvaticm, in a way to meet my own views as to 
the manner of its reception, / wiU not beHetfe" 
What an egregious, mistake is here 1 If it had 
been said, '^ If ^ny man will do his own will, he 
i^haU know of the; doctrine," then there were 
some hope of the will of such being met. But 
since Jesus hath said, " If any man toiU do His 
wUly he shall know of the doctrine," no hope 
remains for the entire sanctificatiQn of such, 
until the will be surrendered. 

This surrender of the will may to some seem 
a small matter; but to me it appears tremen- 
dously great. If a man resigns his will to 
another, the identity of that man is, in eveiy 
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iportant sense, lost. His words and actions 
6 all explnessive of the mind and will of the 
her, not of himself. Thus, when the will is 
lioUy given up to God, that person will, in all 
e minutice oi life, in word and action, present 
transcript of the mind and will of God. 
An interesting case, corroborative of the sen- 
nents just expressed, occurred at our house 
me time since. A lovely young brother, now 
heaven, had said, in the Tuesday afternoon 
eeting, " I do not obtain the blessing, and yet 
seems to me I am willing to consecrate all." 
%er the meeting had closed, I addressed him 
ns: — 

" If 1 should tell what you have not given up, 
raid you endeavour tww, in the strength of the 
)rd, to make the surrender ?" "I will." 
" It is here. Tou, doubtless, give up all but 
tur will, which requires something besides the 
)id of God as a foundation for your faith: 
Cxcept ye see signs and wonders, ye will not 
lieve.* But God says. No other si^n shall be 
ren you, than that which has already been 
ren; that is, the word of God. Are you 
w willing to rely upon that alone, and trust 
3d to give whatever emotion He may judge 
st as the fruit of your faith P" He saw just 
lere the difficulty had been, made the surren- 
r of his will, and received the end of his faith, 
en the full salvation of his soul, and the wit- 
ss of that salvation. 

M 2 
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I cannot precisely see how one can believe, 
and yet not know it. If this be a truth, I need 
further instruction on this point. I prefer the 
good old Scripture doctrine, " He that believeth 
hath the witness in himself." 

Yours, &c., in love. 



LETTEK XXIV. TO MR. P- 



Dear Sir, you seem to be afraid that there 
may be too much of your own works and doings 
in this way of receiving the blessing. Satan 
tempts you that your faith is a mere intellectual 
effort, and not that faith which is through the 
operation of the Spirit. If your faith produces 
such works as prove the leadings of the Holy 
Spirit, you need nothing more to settle your 
mind on this point. " The effect of righteousness 
is quietness and assurance." Perhaps if the faith 
of believers in general were more intellectual, it 
might be more efficient in its operations. I dq 
not desire to believe anything in such a way 
that I may not give a reaaon for my hope from 
the Bible. I hope you may have come to about 
the point in your heavenward journeyings, where 
"wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability 
of thy times and strength of salvation." 

" But is there not danger of being too much 
absorbed with man-work ? I want to have the 
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*ork of my salvation all Spirit-work, so that I 
lay never in any degree walk by sparks of my 
wn kindling." This, then, makes it all im- 
ortant that you should have a purely scriptural 
iperience, and not one merely conformable to 
hftt you witness in those who are alike fallible 
ith yourself. Man stands intimately connected 
\ a worker together with God in the work of 
3 salvation. 

Id not the more geiieral fault of professors 
lat of seeking to be justified by faith, without 
ich works aS God hath ordained, as the neces- 
ly pre-requisites to an appropriating faith ? I 
ink by far the greater number of difficult cases 
at I meet with are of this description. " How 
n ye believe which receive honour one of ano- 
er, and seek not the honour that cometh from 
3d onlyP" When Paul said, " I beseech you, 
eiefore, briethren, by the mercies of God, that 

ptesent your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
oeptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
rrioe,'^ did he not mean that they, through 
B power of the Spirit, should bring the sacri- 
e, and lay it upon the altar? Would God 
ve commanded this without giving power with 
5 command for the performance of it? God 
11 never do our part of the work, neither does 
5 require that we should do His. It is God 
it worketh in us ; but we must work out our 
n salvation with fear and trembling. 
*• Was not Abraham our father juatifted Vi^ 

M 3 
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works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon, 
the altar ? Seest thou how faith wrought with 
his works, and by works was faith made perfect ? 
And the Scripture was fulfilled which saith, 
Abraham believed God, and it was imputed to 
him for righteousness: and he was called the 
Friend of God." "But does not this savour 
too much of sanctifying ourselves, instead of re- 
cognising the Holy Spirit as the sanctifier ? I 
want to know, most assuredly, that I am sanc- 
tified through the Spirit." 

Let me ask, brother. How were the first mov- 
ings in your heart, prompting you to seek a 
state of holiness, induced? Was it not by the 
power of the Spirit that you were incited to take 
the first step towards the attainment of this 
grace ? And now, that you have for weeks past 
been sustained in a state of progression toward 
it, have you been enabled to go forward in yonr 
own might, or have you been empowered by the 
might of the Spirit for every progressive step ? 
And when you were gradually brought to submit 
to what you felt to be an entire crucifixion of 
the flesh, I need not ask how you were brought 
to this point ; for I am sure you will acknow- 
ledge the direct agency of the Holy Spirit. 
What abundant cause have you, my dear brother, 
to thank God and take courage ! 

In your last you acknowledged that you had 
been testing yourself in order to ascertain whether 
you were in truth led by the Spirit ; and the re- 
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suit was, that you were enabled to settle the point 
incontrovertibly by the Scriptures, that you were 
indeed thus led, and consequently a child of God, 
and if a son, then an heir of God, and joint heir 
with Jesus Christ. In order that you may be 
brought into the enjoyment of all those high and 
holy privileges, which are already yours by the 
right of inheritance, the Holy Spirit has under- 
taken to teach and instruct you in the way in 
which you should go. Through the operations 
of the Spirit you are now brought to Jesus, the 
Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood 
of sprinkling. O that you may now yield im- 
plicit obedience to the voice of the Spirit, while 
He may not testify of Himself, but take of the 
things of the Father and of the Son, and reveal 
them unto you 1 Jesus, through His merits, now 
waits to present you to the Father, without spot 
or wrinkle, or any such thing. Do you doubt ? 
Behold Him, as He — 

" Points to His side, and lifts His hands. 
And shows that yon are graven there." 

I must now dose ; but permit me first to say, 
ibat ''we are bound to give thanks always to 
God for you, brother beloved of the Lord, be- 
cause Gtod hath from the beginning chosen you 
to salvation, through sanctification of the Spirit 
and belief of the truth." Adieu. 

Tours, &c. 
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LETTER XXV. TO MR. P- 



Deae Sie, I learn by your letter, that you 
have not yet received the fiill baptisHi of the 
Holy Ghost. O that you, by the Spirit, may be 
sustained in a patient waiting! "For yet a 
little while, and He that shall come will come, 
and will not tarry." " Now the just shall Uoe 
by faith ; but if any man draw back. My soul 
shall have no pleasure in him." O, my beloved 
brother, may you not be of tho^ that draw back ! 
Did time permit, I could refer you to cases where 
individuals, after having been brought to the 
point where you now stand, have, through the 
tremendous assaults which Satan hath here made 
upon their faith, drawn hack fearfully. May the 
Lord save you from the painful experience I have 
witnessed in others who have thus cast Away 
their coniidence f 

Yet, though I would urge you to wdt patiently, 
and with the resolve never to remove the offering 
from oif the hallowed altar, I would also press 
the importance of looking momentarily, and with 
earnest wrestlings, for the witness of the Holy 
Spirit. It is your privilege to be filled with the 
Spirit, and with all the fruits of righteousness. 
We may conceive something of the feelings of 
him whose faith we are admonished to follow, 
while he continued expecting and longing for the 
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descent of the hallowed fire. The poet doubtless 
gives some idea of the state of his feelings when 
he says, — 

"Restless, resign'd, for this I wait." 

But Abraham did not wait long ; neither will 
you, if you remain steadfast in the faith. Yet 
you must not imagine that you are not gaining 
anything by this delay: "Knowing this, that 
the trial of your faith worketh patience ; but let 
patience have her perfect work, that ye may be 
perfect and entire, wanting nothing." Even 
while lingering here, you may be ''strong in 
fidth^ giving glory to God." 

You ask if I ever knew any one so long de- 
tained at this point as you have been. Yes ; I 
have known some who have been eminent exam- 
ples in faith, in purity, and in doctrine, who, in 
like manner with yourscK, have been called to 
endure the trial of their faith. One of these is 
my sister in the flesh, who in the enjoyment of 
this blessing was in Christ before me, and whose 
example and prayers have been very helpful in all 
my heavenward way. Her experience has been 
written, from which I will quote briefly. 

After she had most solemnly and irrevocably 
resolved, in obedience to God, to " reckon her- 
self dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord," she waited 
about one week before she received any sensible 
assurance of the fact, (to use your expressions,) 
" that she was, thus dead, and thus alive." E\i\. 
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she had counted the cost of living a life oi faith, 
and was not to be moved from her steadfastness. 
While thus Kngering with intense longings, the 
Spirit, through the medium of the written word, 
encouraged her faith greatly, by the continnous 
application of these words : " Blessed is she that 
believeth ; for there shall be a performance of 
those things which were told her from the Lord." 
She continued, though buffeted and variously 
tempted, steadfast and unmovable, until one 
day, occasion requiring that she should call on 
the Bev. T. Merritt, she said something expres- 
sive of her interest on the subject of holiness. 
"You enjoy that blessing, do you not, sister?" 
said Mr. M. She was startled at the inquiry ; 
for she had not yet thought of confessing it, and 
soon replied, "I have dared to reckon myself 
dead indeed unto sin, and alive unto God, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ ; but I do not know but 
that it may be presumption.'* "Why, sister, 
presumption lies in doubting God, not in belieV" 
ing in Him," he returned. She had now joined 
confession to her faith ; it was not enough that 
with her heart' she had believed, the order of God 
not being fully met, until she had made confes- 
sion with her moullh ; and now she Was filled with 
"joy unspeakable and full of glory." Through- 
out body, soul, and spirit, she felt the holy fire 
of divine love penetrating, as it were, her entire 
being. So great was the weight of glory which 
rested upon her for several days. and nights in 
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succession, that her mortal frame could not have 
long borne up under it, had not the Lord in a 
measure stayed His hand. Ever since, her faith 
has been steady and active, indining to ceaseless 
and well-directed efforts in promoting the cause 
of the Bedeemer, rather than those fitful, and 
often misguided, endeavours, which the habits of 
those present, whose efforts and faith are gra- 
duated by the state of their emotions. May our 
iaith leaA us to " go and do likewise 1" 

Yours affectionately. 



LETTER XXVI. TO MR. P- 



DsAR Sra, I am hardly disposed to say that 
you can really and fully believe, and yet not be 
in possession of " either joy, peace, or even satis- 
faction." Either your statement of your case 
does not convey to my mind a correct view of 
your mental state> or your foith must be in some 
manner deficient. You say that you now " reckon 
yonisiBlf dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God,. 
throng Jesus Christ our Lord." If you do thus 
" reckon yourself dead unto sin, and alive unto. 
6o4," then you in reality now know that you are 
dead uxjito sin, and alive unto God. Can you be 
assured of this fact, and in verity re^t in the 
knowledge that you are even now free from the 
law of sin and death, and at this moment oive 
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with Christ your living Head, and yet not even 
feel satisfaction in this blessed state ? 

There may be such a thing as to think we be- 
lieve, or to hope we do so, and yet not in reality 
give the hearty and entire assent of the mind. 
To believe God, and yet not to ktww that we 
believe, is morally impossible. It cannot be 
otherwise than that " he that helieveth hath the 
witness in himself." Let me give an illustra- 
tion. Brother P has a father who is a Mi- 
nister of the Gospel. You write me word that 
your father deceased yesterday morning at five 
o'clock, in the triumphs of faith. You add, 
"Please have this inserted in the 'Advocate.'" 
I believe your word as heartily as though your 
living voice had sounded in my ear, and \h&jTtdt 
of my faith is at once manifest. My heart is 
touched, and in my eyes gather the sympathetic 
tears. My husband enters, and, in haste to enlist 
yet another sharer in your sorrow, I say, " Bro- 
ther P 's father is dead ; he died thus," &c. 

" He now wishes you to make an announcement of 
the fact in the 'Advocate.'" He believes, with- 
out a thought of doing otherwise, in consequence 
of the confession I have made of my faith in you ; 
and, perhaps without even looking at your letter, 
goes to the "Advocate " oflSce, showing the effect 
of his faith in you, even though his knowledge 
of your word has reached him through a second 
person. 

Reie are faith and its fruits, inducing a con- 
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fessLon which is to tell upon the hearts of hun- 
dreds ; for the wide-spread circulation of a 
public journal will bear it to the hearts of mul- 
titodes to whom he has ministered, producing, 
perhaps, corresponding effects on each ; and all 
this is the result of my faith in your written word. 
Had I not had an internal conviction that 
what you had written was in verity so, that is, 
the witness in myself that I believed you, would 
I have taken such a responsibility upon myself 
as to have authorized this announcement P Yet 
in all this I have not been in anywise unmindful 
of the fact, that " the Spirit itself beareth mtness 
vUh our 9piaity^ testifying to the truth of the 
word. This must ever be the case. It would 
involve strange and irreconcilable contradictions, 
such as would greatly dishonour the God of the 
Bible, to say otherwise. But is not the entire 
ffoice cf the Scriptures the voice of the Holy 
Spkrii ? Never was there a more incontrovertible 
truth uttered than this. In the presence of God, 
angels, men, and devils, I would fearlessly utter it. 
Myriads of men in all ages have, in reliance on 
this fact, been sanctified through the " heliqf of 
the truth," and are now enjoying the firuit of 
their faith in that world of glory of which the 
Spirit speaks through the Scriptures. Devils 
also rely on facts revealed in the Bible as the 
voice of the Spirit, and their faith also produces 
effects ; for they believe and tremble. To me it 
seems wonderful that this fact, namely, that tlifi 
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Scriptures are expreisly the voice of the Spirit, 
should be so little felt, though so generally ac- 
knowledged. Paul, referring Timothy 'to some 
scriptural assertions, says, " The Spirit spetikeik 
expressly on this wise," &c. Yet if one is ad- 
monished to rely upon the written word as in 
verity the voice of God, the answer may be with 
surprise returned, " What I believe without any 
other evidence than the word of God 1'* O 
when will the truth fully obtain among pro- 
fessors, that "prophecy came not in old time 
by the will of man ; but holy men of God spake 
as they were moved hy ike Holy Ghost ?'* 

Let me tell you, my dear brother, to the 
praise of the Gt)d of the Bible, that in my ex- 
perience I find faith always brings power. I 
apprehend the lively oracles as the words of the 
living God, and to me the Bible is not a " dead 
letter," but spirit and life. When I kiied m 
my devotions before the Lord of heaven and 
earth, I spread out before me that woed, by 
which He hath said I am to be judged at the 
last day ; and, conscious that it is only the Spirit 
which indited the Scriptures that can give them 
life-giving energy, I wait only on God, humbly 
believing that — 

" God is His own interpreter. 
And He will make it plain." 

Every promise of God, as one hath said, is 
worth more than a mountain of gold. I search 
as for hidden treasure, to know what promises 
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are suited to my condition, knowing that snch 
are gif)en to me, because Christ hath obtained 
them for me, and all the promises of Grod in 
Him are yea and amen. The designs of God are 
fnistrated, and His name dishonoured, if I re- 
fuse to call them mine, and to claim the prof- 
fered benefits, after being by the Spirit brought 
io sustain this character, in answer to the inter- 
cessions of Jesus. 

I am endeavouring to trust in the Lord at all 
times, and under all circumstances. To the 
glory of His name I will say, that I believe I 
have been enabled to confide as unwaveringly 
under dark dispensations, as under those more 
light and joyous. If all were light, then there 
had been no tests of faith. But it has not been 
lOw I thank the Lord that some of the most 
instructive lessons I ever received have been 
painfully acquired. I do not remember to have 
been brought through one trial, however contra- 
dictory circumstances may have appeared, with- 
out being enabled to rest in the assurance, 
that "all things work together for good to 
them that love God." I fully believe that my 
covenant-keeping Gt)d will keep that which I 
have committed to Him unto the perfect day. 
But I would not dare choose the way in which I 
am to be kept ; this I leave to God, with a sure 
trust and confidence that He will lead me 
through just such — 

"Triak, in number, measure, weight,'* 
N 2 
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as will best show forth His praise, by exhibiting 
His power to sustain. " Even so, Lord Jesus. 
Amen." 

At the end of life's journey may I, with the 
spirits of the just made perfect, meet my dear 

brother P ! Though we have never seen 

each other in the flesh, yet, doubtless, there we 
shall meet as kindred spirits, — ay, even as child- 
ren of one Father, in our Father's house. 

Yours, as ever. 



LETTER XXVII. TO BISHOP AND 
MRS. H . 

Deab Beothbe and Sistee H , you 

say, "Direct your next to Cincinnati." How 
fast and how far you are receding from us ! 
The thought is painful. At times I have almost 
wished that I did not love you so well ; but in 
reality I am not sorry. 

" Jesus, the Corner-stone, 
Did first our hearts unite ; 
And still He keeps our spirits one, 
"Who walk with Him in white." 

Ten years ago, on the 26th of July, Jesus 
became the all-absorbing object of my heart's 
adoration. September 28th, 1827, was a me- 
morable day. I am sure I shall thank the Lord 
throughout time and eternity that I ever saw it : 
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Kut far, O how far more memorable, is the 
36th of July, 1837, when Jesus became the 
Bridegroom of my soul, and condescended to 
enter into the bonds of an everlasting covenant 
with mc ! " Surely goodness and mercy have 
ft^wed me all ray days." " The lines are 
fiallen to me in pleasant places, and I have a 
goodly heritage." " Come, and let us exalt the 
name of our Gx)d together." 

Sister H says she is staying with Judge 

W f of P : the mention of it reminded 

me of Judge E , of M , whose family I 

visited some time since. Judge R was also 

a class-leader and a prominent member of the 

church at M . He did not profess the 

enjoyment of the blessing of holiness. One day, 
after I had been urging the subject with earnest- 
ness, he replied, " O, sister P , I am 

happy !" For a moment I felt hurt, and, look- 
mg imploringly upon him, said, " Why, brother 

E , imi^ne you had a child, to whonj you 

had given a command, the observance of which 
was most important for his welfare, and also for 
your honour as a parent. The child, though 
fiilly aware of your command, still goes on in 
disobedience. You remonstrate. He replies, 
* O, I am happy ! ' Would you not wish your 
child were not quite so happy ?" I shall never 
forget his looks ; they spoke of shamefacedness 
before his heavenly Father ; he had not a word 
to say in reply. Soon afterward he received t\i^ 

N 3 
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blessing of holiness. I have onoe or twice men- 
tioned this, of late, at meetings where the people 
seemed contented to enjoy happiness without 
holiness. 

At the Eastham camp-meeting, I heard an 
interesting item in the experience of a Minister 
who has enjoyed the blessing of holiness forty 
years past. Before receiving the blessing, he 
had often thought how much he wanted it. One 
day, on taking up Law's " Call to a Holy Life," 
his eye rested on these words : " Men are not 
holy, because they never really purpose to be 
holy." He thought, " Surely, here is my case. 
I have never really brought the matter to a 
point, with a fixed purpose to be holy." He 
then made the resolve, and, if I remember right, 
in a few hours afterward was made a happy 
witness of full salvation. 

I was at N camp-meeting when I last 

wrote to you. The evening of that day was 
interestingly spent. I was in quite a large and 
crowded tent, where the exercises were of a 
general character. As most present seemed to 
be professors, it was suggested, " Speak of holi- 
ness." I was not well, and an unusual prostra- 
tion of body and mind had come over me, of 
which the enemy endeavoured to take advantage, 
by causing an uncommon shrinking, perhaps I 
may say, of both flesh and spirit ; but I thought 
of Mr. Wesley's scriptural admonition, ** Casting 
aside that enthusiastic doctrine, that we are not 
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to do good unless our hearts are free to it." I 
promised the Lord, if He would help me to a 
word in season, that I would never look back and 
say, '' Is the hand of the Lord shortened ? " 

I spoke, and the power of the Lord was pre- 
sent. One in an especial manner was wrought 
upon, and cried out with a loud voice. When 
thfr-people were called to the stand, this brother 
remained with several others, who seemed as 
though they could not leave the place. To my 
surprise I found that the individual who had 
heea. so signally brought out was the Minister of 
the people with whom I had been worshipping. 
He continued to struggle during the services 
from the stand, most of the time on his knees, 
and obtained a little light just toward the close. 
He was then taken to another tent, where it 
was somewhat more retired ; but his people fol- 
bwed him. Here he disclosed the secret of the 
matter. 

Amid many sighs and tears he said, as nearly 
as I can remember, " 0, my people, God has 
kmMed me before you. I have, as you know, 
now and then tried to preach holiness to you. 
Conscious that I did not enjoy it myself, but 
fully purposed that you should not know it, I 
had hoped to get it in the privacy of my cham- 
ber. To-day I had serious thoughts of return- 
ing home, to plead with God in secret for it : but 
God would not* let me do this ; He has brought 
me out, and humbled me brfore you, I must, I 
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will, be holy." While he was kneeling during 
the exercises from the stand, so unyielding had 
been the character of his unbelief, that I had, 
perhaps almost reprovingly, said, "You are a 
Minister, and, as a leader of your flock, you 
ought to be an example in faith, as well as in 
doctrine; and Gk>d doubtless means to bring 
you out as such." Alluding to this before his 
people, he observed, " The sister said I was a 
Minister. Ah ! this was the worst of all ; but I 
deserved it." This was, I think, one of the 
most affecting scenes I ever witnessed ; and it 
was made the means of awakening a deep and 
absorbing interest on the theme of holiness in 
the minds of his people. 

I was obliged to leave the ground before the 
meeting closed, as I slept at a house a little dis- 
tance from the encampment. On the morrow I 
returned at an eariy hour, as a lovefeast wa» 
about being held. I had asked the Lord to direct 
my feet, and, amid the multitude, at the entrance 
of a tent door, I met this Minister, who, until 
the evening before, had been a stranger to me. 
I found him prepared to say that he knew he 
had laid all upon the altar, but was not snre 
that he was wholly sanctified. 

"How would it have been," said I, "with 
one in ancient time who had laid all upon the 
altar, in view of the divine declarations, 'The 
altar sanctifieth the gift,' * Whatsoever taucieik 
the altar shall be holy P ' A friend meets this 
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offerer on his return from the hallowed altar, 
after having, according to the best of his ability, 
presented soch sacrifices as the law required, and 
inquires, ' Is your gift sanctified P ' or, ' Is your 
offering holy, acceptable P ' . Imagine that the 
offerer had said, ' My offering is laid upon the 
holy altar, I know ; but that it is wholly sanc- 
tified I dare not say.' *How dare you say 
otherwise?' replies the questioner. 'K GK>d 
hatk said, The aUar umci^eth the g{ft^ it surely 
is not left optional with yourself whether you 
will believe or not; it is presumptuous to 
doubt. You cannot dishonour God more than 
by doubting His word.' " 

Hie brother at once saw that it would be a 
un which would bring down the displeasure of 
li^ upon him, should he longer indulge a doubt ; 
nd resolved, on the authority of God's word, to 
lake confession with the mouth. He hastened 
the stand. Lovefeast exercises had already 
mmenced. As soon as opportunity presented, 
came but most clearly in the confession that 
was wholly sanctified, throughout body, soul, 
\ spirit. Great peace, quietness, and assu- 
me took possession of his heart ; and he bids 
to be a veiy zealous, dear-minded professor 
e great salvation. 

I the afternoon of the same day I asked a 

)er of his flock whether she was enjoying 

lessing of holiness. The following con- 

'on, as nearly as I cig;i remember, ensued. 
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She repUed, « No/' " When do you think God 
will be willing to give it to you P " " He would 
be willing to give it to me now, I think, if I 
were only willing to give up my unbelief." 
« Do you think unbelief to be sinful ? " " Yes." 
" Do you expect to save yourself from this sin, 
or do you expect Christ to save you P " ** 0, 
Chriat alone can save me." "Do you believe 
that Christ is willing to save you now from this 
and from all your sins, and that He will do it 
if you will only now trust Him for present 
salvation ? " With much fervour she answered, 
" Yiea." " And will you now trust Him to save 
you this moment from all sin P I do not ask 
what you will do to-morrow, or five minutes 
hence ; for the future is in eternity, and at the 
expiration of that time you may be there also : 
all you want is present salvation, which can onlj 
be received by a present act on your part of 
entire reliance on Christ for it, and which wiU 
be continued just so long as this act of entire 
reliance on your part is persevered in. If yon 
do not expect to save yourself in any degree^ 
«very moment you do not thus fully rely on 
Christ as a whole Saviour, you only make 
yourself more unworthy by the delay; for 
in not venturing wholly you grieve Hii 
Spirit." 

" O, I will venture," she said. " That is not 
it. Do you runo venture? Does Christ mm 
Mve you. from all your sins P " She feU on her 
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aees, and cried out, "I am saved! Christ 
ives me now ! My Redeemer from all sin, I 
ill praise Thee, I will praise Thee." I left 
er " rejoicing with a joy mispeakable, and full 
f glory." I do not think more than fire minutes 
'eie occupied in this conversation ; and when I 
mated the sister, I think she was concerned 
iih some domestic arrangements in the tent. 

nention this to say. How truly it is not 
Dflording to the tears shed, nor the length of 
me spent in the pursuit, nor according to any 
bang else, other than " aoecvding to our faith it 
I done imto us ! " 

Hiat evening God also gave me another alg- 
al victory of faith. A dear brother and skt^ 
\ , who seemed to take pleasure in showing 
IS every kindness in their power, (we had not 
for own tent on the ground,) were neither of 
hem in l^e enjoyment of full salvation. It 
cemed as if my gracious Lord said, " Ask what 
hou wilt, and it shs^ be done unto thee." 
* Thou hast condescended to say, that • even » 
nip of cold water given to a diseiple in the 
uuno of a diseiple shall not lose its reward \* 
lad now I ask that this dear brother and sister 
nay be abundantly rewEffded, and kt it be by 
ilmr receiving the blessing of entire sanctifiea- 
ion this night." It seemed too much, asd, 
raman probabilities considered, intimations did 
wt seem to fevour my expectations, e^cially 
» the part of brother B ; but — ' 
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" Faith, mighty faith, the pnmite seet^ 
And looks to that alone ; 
Laughs at impossihilitiesy 
And crieSy ' It shall be done.' ** 

I do not think more than lialf an honr inter- 
yened before God gave me tlie desire of my 

heart relative to brother B . He laid hold 

while I presented the simple way in which 

brother J , of P , received the blessing 

while I was conversing with him in. the cars, 
which yon may perhaps remember. After I had 

repeated just how brother J stepped over 

the bar of unbelief, brother B cried out, 

** Jeam saves me noip / Praise the Lord ! " 0, 
it seemed as if he could never cease talking 
about ''this now salvation," as he. called it. A 
dearer or more joyful witness of full salvation 
through faith I scarcely remember to have seen. 
His wife, also, with another dear friend, for 
whom I was much interested, and greatly longed, 
entered into the rest of faith before the dose of 
the interview. 

And now, what a recital of doings I have 

given my dear brother and sister H ! and 

yet I have scarcely commenced to say the many 
things of similar description I l^ve witnessed 
within a few weeks past. I would stop, but 
there is one thing with which you will be so 
interested, that I am sure you would scarcely 
forgive me, should I not add it to the list. Bear 
sister A is also rejoicing in possession of 
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the peace of God. O, I am sure you will say, 
" Praise the Lord." The degree of quietness and 
assurance attained was brought about so noise- 
lessly, and was also so characteristic of herself, 
that I must give you a glance at this also. 

In speaking of the conformity of professors to 
the world, a few weeks since, she expressed her 
regret that there should be so much of it, espe- 
cially in the church where she worshipped. 

" And, A dear, why do you not set them 

an example on this point ?" said I. ** If I were 
a professor of religion, I should then feel it my 
duty to do so," she replied. *' If you think it 
would be your duty then, it is your duty now ; 
and I do not believe, if such are your views, that 
you will ever get into the enjoyment of religion 
til] you do." " Well, it would be no cross for 
me," she observed. " You had better try it," 

said I. I had long believed that A knew 

something of the transforming power of religion 

m the heart, and that she only needed some- 

hing to bring her out, by way of confession; 

it I little conjectured that this was to be the 

eans. I had thought she possessed so much 

lependence of mind, that the matter of dress 

8 a small concern with her. 

%e said nothing more, and I remembered no 

•e of it, until two or three weeks after, when, 

observing her little gaieties laid aside, I in- 

ed. the cause. She replied, "When you 

ioned the matter to me, I thought it \VQ\dd. 

o 
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be no cross, and resolved on trying it. But 
twice, on going out, I heard persons behind me 
remarkiug, 'What a fool she makes herself!' 
* What a pity !' and things to that effect; and 
I have indeed found that it was a cross. But I 
have had 9weet peace,*' Her decision, in other 
respects, is marked. Though we may not glory 
in the creature, yet it seems to me that we may 
have another S— — , than whom a more decided 
follower of the Saviour I never knew. 

And now, do you not think it quite time for 
me to close? How little I thought of such a 
letter when I commenced writing ! I qnestioD 

whether I shall let Dr. P-^ see it. Do you 

not think he ought to chide both for your sake 
and mine ? 

Yours, in the love and faith of the Gospel. 



LETTER XXVIII. TO REV. T. M- 



YouE very interesting letter of December Slst 
was received. It is with much pleasure I re- 
spond to the inquiries of our father in Christ 
You have so long, and so ardently, devoted your 
life to the special promotion of holiness, that I 
do not wonder that you now, standing, as you 
do, on the borders of your heavenly inheritance, 
inquire earnestly how the battle goes. 

You desire to know how those meetings, which 
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u established wlien in our city, are prosper- 
^. Let me tell you that I think the " Third 
onday Evening Meetings" promise more than 
equal your most sanguine anticipations. Mon- 
y of laust week was the time for our last regu- 
r meeting. The power of the Lord was pre- 
nt. A good number of dear-minded witnesses 
itified of the enjoyment of present salvation 
Mn all sin. The £ev. Mr. C, who had been 
uuually desirous of the blessing for two or 
ree wedcs previous, was at this meeting en- 
^btened to discern his privileges in Christ 
tsQB more fully, and, with a heart flaming with 
rvoor, he left the place. The next day, aboat 
ton, he began to venture on Christ, and at once 
It the power of saving grace. On the evening 
- that day, at lovefeast, he gave in a cheering 
stimony of the power of Christ to save. O, it 
ould indeed have been another drop which 
ould have told most sweetly in our cup of 
lias, had our dear father M. been permitted to 
itness the desire of his heart granted relative 
> these meetings ! We sat together under the 
ladow of the Almighty, in heavenly places; 
'hUe, as under the more immediate eye of Om* 
iaeienoe, with the Spirit of Holiness brooding 
ver us, one witness after another, in quick sue* 
esaion, and with holy delight, praised the 
eanty of holiness. The " Third Monday Even- 
og Meeting" previous to this was held at the 
Tmyth Street church : it was quite as satisfactory 

o 2 
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as the one just noted. Though you so dearly 
love the people of your early choice, and greatly 
desire their establishment in this grace, yet I 
know it is your belief that it was the design of 
the Head of the church, in raising us up as a 
people, that we should be as a light in a dark 
place, relative to the attainment of holiness in 
the present life ; and when you hear that God 
has not been wholly unmindful of us in this our 
calling, I know it gives you abundant joy. And 
now let me give you matter for special thanks- 
giving, by refeiTing to one of the witnesses, who 
gave in a delightful testimony of the power of 
our Lord and Saviour to "wash and keep us 

clean." She is the wife of Professor , and 

for several months has been enjoying the wit- 
ness that the blood of Jesus cleanseth. She 
informs me that she takes the "Guide;" and 
as she lives near you, I have thought your 
pages might be enriched by her pen, as her 
experience is remarkably clear and instructive. 
It furnishes further assurance of the utility of 
meetings for testimony on the subject of holi- 
ness. This lady, as she has since told me, found 
herself under rather unlooked-for circumstances 
at a Methodist meeting, and, from a little maid 
in Israel, heard an unsophisticated testimony of 
the power of Christ to save from all sin. The 
testimony was from one who could say, "We 
speak that we do know, and testify that we have 
seen." Had the learned disquisitions of a theo- 
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iian been brought to bear thus unexpectedly 
ya her mind, however truthful his position 

i been, Mrs. , not unacquainted with 

lological warfEUPe, might have been better pre- 
'ed for resistance; but trutk^ unfettered by 
mmenty with the sharpness of the two-edged 
lid, penetrated her heart, and she left the 
oe deeply conscious that a further work n^ust 
wrought in her heart, before she could stand 
fbct and complete in all the will of Grod. 
[kmceiving that what she had heard was Bible 
th, she set herself, as far as circumstances 
lid permit, to searching the Scriptures, in 
er to assure her heart before Grod, whether 
might indeed expect salvation from all sin in 
I life ; not for a moment doubting but that, if 
h were her privilege, the Lord would make it 
<wn to her through His word, and bring her 
» the enjoyment of that state. For weeks she 
tinned in this employ; while clearer light 
1 every day shone upon the word, leading her 
the ^' Lamb of God which taketh away the 
i of the world." While passing through this 
3688, her husband often pleasantly inquired, 
'eU, wife, how comes on Christian perfection 
'?" and as her confidence from her bibHcal 
istigations gathered strength, she daily ex- 
ised her belief — her increasing belief—- in the 
;rine, until, with a full heart, and with her 
upon the word of Grod, she exclaimed, " O, 
[)and» IT IS ALL hebeI" As intimated, it 

o 3 
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was only for her to be assured that the Scrip- 
tures presented it as her privilege to be saved 
from all sin in this life, in order to enter upon 
the enjoyment of this blessed state. T think she 
said to me, that she never thought of doubting 
the faithfulness of God in fuliilling His promises 
at once to her, so soon as her faith was settled 
scripturally, as a preparation on her own part 
for this reliance. According to her faith it was 
done unto her. She no sooner found the doctrine 
in the Bible, than she at once received the 
blessing in her heart. 

But this is not all : I have something to relate 
relative to her distinguished husband, which will 
raise the note of praise yet higher. Ever since 
Mrs. 's mind became interested on the sub- 
ject of holiness, he had been in an inquiring 

state. On the 24th of December, Mrs. • 

came to the Tuesday meeting, which she very 
much enjoyed. She afterward expressed a wish 
that her husband might be permitted to attend, 
during his visit to this city, which was of course 
acceded to. On the intervening Thursday, Pro- 
fessor and Mrs. , with some other Christiim 

friends, supped at sister L 's. It was truly a 

pious visit ; and the interview I shall never for* 
get. During the evening the Professor asked very 
many questions, involving some nice points, 
most evidently with the single aim to elicit light 
on the doctrine and experience of holiness. The 
enlightemng and hallowing influences of the 
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loly Spirit seemed to be verj' present, both 
ith the questioner and the questioned ; and 
'hen, at the close of the lengthy interview, he 
ras called upon to pi^y, in defiance of former 
njudices in reference to females exercising be- 
ire men, he called upon the female friend whom 
e had questioned during the evening to pray. 
he had heard of his views on this point, and the 
C08S was heavy ; but she saw that, in order to 
any out the principles of holiness, no other way 
smained, and she led in prayer. 

After her return home, until about midnight, 
be continued to plead for him with groanings 
nntterable. Her mind seemed to take within 
3 comprehensive range how the entire sanctifi- 
ation of such mental energies as the Lord had 
estowed upon him might promote the cause 
f holiness, when wholly enlisted. She well 
new that it was not possible for any one to live 
1 the enjoyment of the blessing of sanctification, 
rithout feeling it as a consuming fire shut up in 
be bones, enlisting all the powers of body and 
lind in its promotion ; and with desires inex- 
iressibly intense she longed that an under- 
tanding acknowledged to be so clear in philo- 
c^hical truth, might concentrate its energies 
a presenting to the world the principles of 
oliness; for well she knew that the more 
losely it was examined, the brighter it would 
hine. If time would permit, I should love to 
jU you how Satan tried to withstand het •, ^ot \\. 
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was a season of wrestling with principalities and 
powers, never to be forgotten ; but I may not 
extend my communication on this point, further 
than to record a most solemn vow, which was 
uttered in this hour of extremity. " If Thoa 
wilt do this," said she, in her importunity, " I 
will, through Thy grace, be more truly * instanl 
in season and out of season,' in urging the sub- 
ject of holiness on persons of this description, 
and will henceforth regard the granting of this 
my desire as a special subject of praise through 
time and eternity." The High and Holy One 
at that moment condescended to assure her 
heart, that her prayer had in truth come up in 
remembrance before Him. Had a voice finom 
the highest heavens fallen upon her ear, saying, 
" Thy prayer has been heard, and thy vow shaU 
be in perpetual remembrance before Gk)d; the 
desire of thy heart shall be granted," she could 
not have been more confirmed in the persuasion 
that she should have the thing she had desired 
of God. Yet, though so fully assured that it 
should be granted, the bestowment was in pro- 
spective, and she retired to her couch so bur- 
dened for the bringing forth of her desire, that 
the whole night was spent in stragglings for 
deliverance ; even when the bodily powers had 
yielded to broken slumbers, the spirit remained 
conscious in its unutterable groanings. Before 
morning dawned, she was again in the attitude 
of a suppliant, and in her earnest implorings she 



FKA6MEKTS FBOM MY FOBTFOLIO. 153 

said, "Let it be note, that he may have such 
perceptions of the way of faith, of its simplicity 
and power, as he never before had any concep- 
tion of." It was suggested, " He is probably 
asleep, and it is inconsistent to ask that he may 
be so signally blessed just noio, when his mind 
may not be in a state to receive the blessing." 
The response of her heart was, that whether he 
was now waking or sleeping, his spirit was 
doubtless in a state of preparation; for the 
power of the Holy Ghost, which had been ope- 
rating on her heart, as if it were almost apart 
from herself, must have influenced his heart 
simultaneously ; and still she cried, " Let it be 
ju9t n(no" As ever, her heart fled to the 
blessed woed for a foundation upon which to 
rest her faith, when yet again, as in former 
emergencies, she was enabled to say, " And this 
is the confidence that I have in Thee, that if I 
ask anything according to Thy will, Thou hearest 
me : atid if I know that Thou hearest me, what- 
soever I ask, I know that I have the petition 
that I desire of Thee." She laid hold, and kept 
steadfast hold, on the promise implied in this 
wonderful portion of the word, and now began 
to say, " I have the petition I desired of Thee ; " 
and prayer was turned to thanksgivings to God 
for the reception of the thing desired. Many 
temptations had she during that day to give up 
a faith which the enemy suggested was so ven- 
turesome. Hour after hour she waited Wv^ 
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expected arrival of Professor , to announce 

the victory of faith ; and as the moments suc- 
ceeded each other, without bringing any sensHk 
assurance of the effect of her faith in his behalf, 
the trial became more severe. She well knef 
that the blessing could not be enjoyed without 
exerting upon the mind a pervading and aDf 
controlling influence ; and, " If you had not be- 
lieved in vain," said the deceiver, " the object of 
your faith and prayers would have been moved 
to hasten to you with the confession of how 
great things the Lord had done for him." Birf 
the whole of that day passed, and it was not 
until near the close of another that she agam 

saw Professor . The struggle which WM 

endured in holding fast her confidence, two or 
three hours previous to seeing him, can never bo 
forgotten. It was, indeed, terrible ; but gri* 
empowered her to endure. On seeing her, the 
Professor said, " At about such an hour yeste^ 
day morning I received such clear views of failh, 
of its simplicity and power, as I never befow 
had a conception of. It was the full cawraiui 
of faitnr 

The hour named was precisely the time the 
sister had claimed the blessing for him ; and ba 
also stated that, during the hours of the nigbt 
preceding this transition, his spirit had been 
under an unusual influence, and in wakefulness 
had been progressing toward that point of light 
and power upon which it had now entered. 
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'," said he, with intense ardour, ^^ faith hath 
«r in it" He since delights in calling the 
e of blessedness upon which he has entered, 
OLINESS." Since his return home, we have 
ired a letter from him filled with assurances 
ds identity with the blessed theme of full 
ation. He says, "On this point, namely, 
ther I love God fully, entirely, I can say, 
I the devoted Mrs. Eogers, Satan has ceased 
empt me, and my soul is entirely at rest. K 
1 not mistaken, (and how can I be mistaken, 
n I have a consciousness of it as deep and 
listinct as of my own existence ?) my soul 
panted after God until it has found Him, 
has entered into the inner sanctuary of the 
ne love." Eelative to promoting the cause 
loliness, he observes, "I feel as if I had 
dng eke to live for. I consider myself con- 
Gited and pledged for ever." I have thought 

some profitable communications for the 
aide" might be expected from either Pro- 

>r , or his gifted lady. Such talents, 

ecrated and pledged to the promotion of 
less, may surely be expected, through the 
dng of God, to tell advantageously on the 

e; but I well know that brother M 

r feels that it is "not by might, nor by 
BT, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord." I 

far exceeded the intended bounds of my 
Xi and, were it not for the preciousness of my 
le, might fear I had wearied you. May yo\a 
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most enlarged desires for the sanctification of the 
church be granted, and may our dear father 
in Christ ever feel that the Head of the church 
is fulfilling the work of faith with power in His 
own heart, and experimentally apprehend that 
both He that sanctifieth and they that are 
sanctified are one ! Farewell, dearly beloved 
in Christ. 

Yours, &c. 



LETTER XXIX. TO REV. MR. K- 



OuR dear brother K asks if I have 

read Miss Littlefield's Letters. I have not, 
but should like to see them. If they are in 
tract form, could you not enclose some copies 
in the package containing our numbers of the 
"Guide?" 

There has been a glorious revival of the woA 

of holiness in the E Street church. TBe 

Minister stationed there called in this moming, 
and said, that at a lovefeast held last night 
about one hundred testified clearly of the power 
of Christ to save from all sin. AVhat a wonde^ 
ful work, and all within a few months 1 1 
should have stated that, besides this, several 
hundred have been converted within the same 
period. Perhaps there was never a stronger 
confirmation of the truth, " One shall chase « 
thousand, and two shall put ten thousand to 
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light," than is furbished by the history of this 
lenvaL 

I am quite acquainted with its commencement 
(Did progress ; and if you think it calculated to 
eihibit the faithfuhiess of God, and also to 
fbniish useful instruction relative to the order to 
be observed in promoting revivals, you are at 
liberty to make use of it as may best promote 
the cause to which you are devoted. 

A brother belonging to this charge received 
the blessing of holiness at camp -meeting last 
summer. He had been struggling for two or 
three years to obtain it; and if wrestling all 
night a number of times ; if fasting till the body 
was 80 nearly brought down, 'as to leave but 
little probability that the health will again rally ; 
or if humility so deep, that, though a Local 
Preacher, he has presented himself for the 
prayers of the people with the seekers of salva- 
tion ; if by any way other than by simjAe faith the 
Messing were to be obtained, then this brother 
kmg since had gained it. But on passing a 
erowded tent one morning, he heard an humble 
disciple speak of the duty of believing God, after 
bong assured that the sacrifice was upon the 
ahar. She urged the present performance of 
Jdns duty, by adverting to Abraham's sacrifice ; 
maintaining that the offering was sanctified the 
moment it was laid upon the altar, and that 
to doubt it was to doubt the word of God. He 
BOW felt that it was his dut^ to believe, irte.- 

p 
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spective of frames and feelings, and also per- 
ceived that it was most important that he should 
enter into the bonds of an everlasting covenant 
with Grod, to be eternally given up to His 8e^ 
vice. The mode which had been presented he 
believed to be most scriptural, and, resolving at 
once to test it, he retired from the multitude, and 
in the sequestered wood again calmly surveyed 
the ground, and then most solemnly bound all 
upon the altar, and rested upon the word of 
God as an assurance of divine acceptance. Be 
at once felt that he was founded upon the BxA 
of Ages. Such a rest, after a tumult of years, 
can only be appreciated by those who, in Kki 
manner, have been driven about and tossed. 
His whole soul was at once filled with inex- 
pressible .longings that the church should see 
the duty of entire consecration and the simplicity 
of faith. 

Dear Dr. P had said to him in my hea^ 

inff, " If the church would only get good measurei 
pressed down, shaken together, and running 
over, what would run over would be enough to 
convert the world." He seemed to be filled witli 
faith and with the Holy Ghost at .the time he 
said it ; but I must confess that the expresskn 
struck me as extravagant. But the next I heard 
of it was at a meeting on the ground, where this 
brother was talking among the people with whom 
he stood connected in church fellowship. With 
power and demonstration of the Spirit, he assured ] 



FRAGMENTS FROM MY PORTFOLIO. 159 

em of the truth of Dr. P.'s assertion. He 
sired to know how many woald bind them- 
Ives together before God^ and before each 
her, to consecrate themselves wholly to God, 
d not to rest till they should receive the wit- 
8S that the offering was accepted. It was jiot 
ig before about sixty had thus solemnly set 
Hnselves apart for G^od. 
At the camp prayer-meeting, held a short time 
cr their return, a number of those who were 
(king the witness of holiness were so ardent in 
sir desires for the blessing, that they rushed 
"ward to the altar when the invitation was 
rea for those who desired the prayers of the 
igiegation, and it was then that the power of 
kl began to be manifested in an extraordinary 
amer. Sinners from all parts of the house 
re seen making their way toward the altar of 
lyer, and, what may seem incredible, the power 
the Highest seemed not only to rest upon all 
thin the house, but upon those around it also. 
person was passing by on business, when the 
vkening influences of the Spirit came down 
on him, and, turning into the church, he went 
rvrard to the altar, crying for mercy. From 
is time the two branches of the work went on 
aultaneously. Numbers were wholly sanctified 
«kly, and scores were bom into the kingdom 
Christ. Some idea of what God hath wrought, 
a may gather from the announcement at the 
ginning of this communication. This brother, 

p 2 
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with success somewhat similar, has laboured at 
a number of places since. If I should give the 
characteristic mainly distinguishing his remark- 
able ministrations, I think it would be his un- 
compromising attitude, relative to an entire giving 
up^of the world, and his earnest enforcement of 
the truth: "The time is come that judgment 
must begin at the house of God." 

I have received a letter from the Rev. Mr. 
M , of Baltimore, informing us of an extra- 
ordinary work going on at the M Street 

church. This work also began with the church. 
Meetings had for some time been held on the 
morning of each day, for the special benefit of 
those who were seeking the blessing of entire 
sanctification. 

Brother M says, that he has " heard about 

thirty consistent witnesses testify at one of these 
meetings of the power of Christ to save from all 
sin. Meetings have been held in both the body 
and basement of the church at one time. Out 
of t)ne hundred and twenty penitents, forty have 
during one evening been converted. The work 
is truly wonderful." 

It was thus also that the extraordinary revival 
in the A Street church, of 1831, com- 
menced, during which, I think, over a thousand' 
souls were converted. 

Morning meetings for the special benefit of the 
members were held from ten to twelve. It was 
through the instrumentality of these morning 
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meetings that many became strong to labour for 
Grod, and prepared not only to point awakened 
sinners to Christ, but to nurse them after they 
had been brought into the way, and to lead them 
by the power of the Spirit into green pastures 
and beside still waters. 

We bid you God speed, dear brother. Yours 
is truly a high and holy calling ; a work which 
an angel might covet. But let us remember 
that men may do what angels may not do. 
Witness the case of Cornelius: the angel was 
not commissioned to proclaim Christ to Cor- 
nelius, but only to direct to a human instniment, 
which Qod had raised up, to tell him what he 
ought to do. Thus in the blessed work of tell- 
ing men how they ought to come to Christ as 
their Saviour to the uttermost, God hath raised 
you up. We magnify the name of our Lord in 
your behalf. May He fulfil all the good pleasure 
dT His goodness in you, and the work of faith 
with power ! You are engaged in a great work, 
and your subtle enemy is doubtless very busy in 
Mb inventions to perplex, or to bring you down 
fifom your work. We have reason to believe 
that he generally proportions his opposition to 
the magnitude of the work to be performed. 
Personfd holiness is a mighty engine for pulling 
down the strongholds of Satan, and he doubtless 
m a variety of ways withstands you. While 
labouring to promote it, sometimes he employs as 
Ids instruments those who stand comin\U£(i\^^Qtc^ 

p 3 
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the world as the servants of Christ. Wlien the 
enemy can get such as these to come out against 
the doctrine of entire sanctification, or to hold 
the truth in unrighteousness relative to this sub- 
ject, he answers his purpose more effectually than 
by instrumentalities known to be at his disposal. 
Satan doubtless directs his most poignant arrows 
to your heart through some such. "Father, 
forgive them; they know not what they do." 
"They did it ignorantly/'is, however, an apology, 
I fear, which can hardly avail in the case of many 
of these baptized opposers of holiness in the 
church ; or, if volunteered for them, truth would 
claim to add, " Of this they are wUlmghf igno- 
rant." 

Yet, in view of the rewards of eternity, how 
truly deplorable the state of those who oppose 
truth, whether ignorantly or otherwise ! There 
are many, both among the Ministry and the 
laity, who, apparently with but little idea of the 
magnitude of the sin, speak lightly of the subject 
of holiness, and of those who profess the enjoy- 
ment of the blessing. " O, he is one of the 
sanctified ones," say they ; as if God had not in 
verity " set apart " the godly for Himself. Such, 
on being questioned, may say that they are not 
opposed to holiness; but "the Lord knoweth 
them that are His." Their example goes toward 
weakening the force of truth. They do not pro- 
fess to be living in the enjoyment of a state of 
holiness themselves ; and in this they break, not 
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one of the least of God's commandments, but 
the first and great command, " Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy Grod with all thy heart, soul, mind, 
and strength," enjoining holiness of heart in its 
fullest sense. O how many professors there are 
of this class, who thus break the command 
themselves, and, by the force of their example, 
" teach men so ! " If there were a possibility 
of such characters getting to heaven, surely they 
wonld be called least in the kingdom of heaven, 
however dignified their ministerial calling or 
professions of piety may have been here on 
earth. 

But, dear brother K., in view of the work in 
which you are engaged, how inspiring are the 
words of your Divine Master 1 — " But whosoever 
shall do and teach them," (these command- 
ments,) " the same shall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven." Adieu, dear friend in 
Jesus. 



LETTER XXX. TO MRS. B- 



I BEGEIVED your note of yesterday, in which 
yon refer me to the interesting passage, Mark 
xi. 24. I respond with pleasure; but as my 
time is limited, I cannot hope to present you 
any very full exposition of my thoughts. The 
passage you refer to is in perfect keeping with 
1 John V. 14, 15 : ^' And this is tbie con&iiexk.^^ 
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that we have in Him, that, if we ask anytHng 
according to His will, He heareth us : and if 
we know that He hear us, whatsoever we ask, 
we know that we have the petitions that we 
desired of Him." 

For illustration, let it be supposed that sister 

B is a dear friend from whom I expect 

great favours. The granting of these favours is 
conditional. She has made known her toillf 
involving a variety of points, and then, referring 
me to this, says, " Ask what you will, and, if 
according to the principles laid down, I will 
grant it." 

If I have perfect confidence in sister B , 

after ascertaining whether what I desire can be 
granted in accordance with her will, I go with 
confidence, and present my petitions, believing 
that I receive them, because I have your foord, 
assuring me that I shall have them. If a Mend, 
meeting me on my return from yoiu* presence, asks, 
" Have those petitions been granted?" I unhesi- 
tatingly answer, " Fes." " But I do not sec the 
result," says the friend, " That does not make 

the case doubtful," I reply ; " for sister B *s 

word is as good as her bond, and I have her 
word; so you may rely upon it, just as firmly as 
though you saw me in actual possession of the 
thing desired." 

The many gracious answers to prayer which I 
have received, on precisely the same principle, 
given in the illustration, just presented, eternity 
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will reveal to the praise of God. But I would 
not defer it till I have passed the bounds of 
time, to exhibit His favt^fuLne^. His name is 

" FAITHFUL and TRUE." 

I love to testify, by my words and actions, 
before God, angels, and men, yes, and before 
infemals too, that I do rely on the faithfulness of 
God. I am willing, if this be the will of God 
concerning me, to be brought into circumstances 
which may call forth an exhibition of my trust 
in God before a congregated universe. This, I 
believe, has been the spirit by which I have been 
actuated for several years past. I have had 
some thorough tests by outward circumstances 
and inward exercises ; and to the praise of God 
I say, I have not cast away my confidence, nor 
made shipwreck of faith. 

We cannot honour God more than by trusting 
Him, neither can we dishonour Him more than 
by doubting His word. David loved to praise 
the word of God. With him my heart often 
exclaims, "In God will I praise His wordT^ 
(Psalm Ivi. 10.) Upon no other subject does my 
heart labour for utterance as upon this, and 
never do I find language so utterly inadequate 
to express the views and emotions of my full 
heart, as when trying to present the Holy Scrip- 
tures as the WORD of God. Should one ex- 
press on this point all that language would con- 
vey, and this before congregated thousands, 
many of the company might indignaiitl^ x^- 
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spond, " Who does not believe the Bible to be 
the word of God ?" And yet, dear sister 
B , who does believe it ? 

It is a circumstance which does not seem to 
have arrested the attention of Christians gene- 
rally, that a promise fully credited does in itself 
convey the thing promised* Thus a person 
owes you one hundred dollars. You call for 
payment, and he hands you a bill for that 

amount on "the Bank.'* "Did Mr. 

A pay you the amount he owed you?" 

asks a friend. " Yes," you say, " and I have 
the money in my pocket." " Let us see it," 
continues the inquirer: whereupon you draw 
out the bill and read, " The President, Directors, 

and Co., of the Bank, promise to pay, 

&c., one hundred dollars." 

"Do you call that one hundred dollars?" 
rejoins your friend : " why, it is only a promm 
of that amount." "True," say you, "but the 
paper of that institution is just the same with 
me as the gold." Here is faith, — ^faith that 
recognises the thing promised in the pronme. 

How pleasing to the proprietors of a moneyed 
institution must such demonstrations be of con- 
fidence reposed in their veracity ! Does not the 
above illustration agree with, " Whereby are 
given unto us exceeding great and precious pro- 
raises, that by these ye might be partakers of the 
divine nature?" Thus it is that "faith is the 
mbstance of things hoped for." 
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Gt) where infidelity and scepticism are most 
eply deplored, even to the ambassador for 
)d, whose absorbing employ is to defend the 
ble as the word of the Lord, and, with David, 
n Qtod to praise His word/' Bemind him of 
3 requirement, "Be ye clean that bear the 
isek of the Lord," and then ask, " Are you 
ing in obedience to this command ? " " No." 
^y not P" "I cannot say why, unless it be 
r unbelief." Unbelief/ In what does he 
lan that he lacks confidence? Not in him- 
f ; for he will tell you at once that he does 
t expect any good thing from himself. Not 
the ability of God to make him holy ; for this 
acknowledges. 

Give him the oft-repeated direction, "Cast 
urself wholly on Christ for salvation from all 
I, and then claim the promise, * 1 will receive 
a/ and thus ' cleanse yourself from all filthi- 
» of the fiesh and spirit, perfecting holiness 
the fear of GxkI : ' " what would he say in 
^y P " What 1 must I rely upon the word of 
d without any other evidence?" As much 
to say, " I do not conceive this to be a suffi- 
Qt foundation for my faith to rest upon ; and 
less some external or internal communication 
irt from, or added to, this be given, I cannot 
ieve that I receive the thing desired." 
Does not this imply unbelief in the Scriptures, 
the voice of God? Were that voice audibly 
ered, would it be doubted? What ma\L^% 
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the difference? Infidelity! scepticism! doubt- 
ing whether the written word be in reality tho 
same as the voice of God. If that voice wer» 
heard, it would be believed: it is not heard, 
therefore it is doubted. Can these doubting* 
ones say with perfect truth, that they believe th» 
Bible to be the word of God ? It is theie- 
fore I express my painful convictions^ that th^ 
Scriptures are not generally received as the worcL 
of God. Faith is not suiiicient without sense. 
" Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not 
believe," is a reproof as truly deserved now a» 
in the days of Christ. The Bible is the woed 
OF God. The awful sublimity of this truth is 
strikingly exhibited in Eev. xix. 13 : " His name 
is called The Word of God." Here the word 
is personified as Christ Himself. Also John i. 1 : 
" In the beginning was the Word, and the Wobi) 
was with God, and the Word was God." 
" He that rejecteth Me, and receiveth not My 
word, hath One that judgeth him : the wobb 
that I have spoken, the same shall judge him 
at the last day." In many other passages is the 
WORD OF God thus personified, as identical 
with God Himself. In relying upon it, efiioa- 
cious influences ought to be expected as confi- 
dently, as were healing influences from touckim§ 
CJirist when He was on earth; for in relying 
upon the word we in verity rely upon Cluris^ 
and touch Him as truly as though His bodily 
presence were with us, and we were permitted 
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apon Him. But who believes the Bible 
le word of God ? Does sister B — -*- P 

other B P Lord, help us to believe 

B8 a *' dead letter/' but to apprehend it 

iiT and LIFE. Our difficulties about 

11 all be at an end, when we believe the 

X) be the woed of God. 

5race of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 

irit. 

Yours, in the truth of the Gtwpel. 



ITER XXXI. TO MES. B- 



DEAB Sister in Jesus, again I address 
iirther answer to your inquiry in relation 
ext, " What things soever ye desire when 
', believe that ye receive them, and ye 
ve them." In my former communication 

theme, the Lord blessed me with gra- 
ifreshings from His word, while endea- 

to set forth His faithfulness. But the 

is so pre-eminently important, and so 
^e in bearing, that I cannot feel satisfied 

presenting some additional remarks, in 
> a fuller illustration of my views. ' 
3 are conditions which must be carefully 
therwise it is impossible really to believe 
I receive. On this account, many who 
tinually asking and receive not, are dis- 

<2 
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posed to regard this most precious pass 
difficult to be understood. I have even 
those who have quoted it, as illustrative 
way in which the answer to their petitic 
been apprehended, found fault with as no 
orthodox. 

I am aware that there are those wh 
wrested this, as they do other Scriptures, ' 
own destruction. But shall we give up a 
from our Father's hand so replete with i 
tion in simplifying the way of faith ? S 
give it up, I ask, because it has been a 
As well might we give up the doctrine 
grace, or salvation by faith ; for Univc 
have abused the former, and Antinomit 
latter. 

I have occasionally heard, with gri 
remark, from persons whom I have regai 
entirely sincere, " Only believe you have 
you have got it." This has been said 
there was apparently an entire unfitness 
individual addressed for the reception of £ 
exhortation. And then, the phraseology 
scriptural, and is liable to a construction 
unauthorized by the passage of which it 
to be a version. 

Bui there are those who shrink from tk 
imagining that their experience does not 1 
con-oborative testimony in favour of its tr 
ness. They fix on some given point, i 
to which frequent prayer has been mad 
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empts to exercise faith long persisted in ; but 
fruitlessness of result they have turned 
spairingly away, conscious that the things 
nred had not been granted. 
Such may, on examination, find that ^ey 
rted from a wrong point. The thing desired 
y have been in accordance with the will of 
id, but the petitioner may not have possessed 
) qualifications which, according to the princi- 
s of God's law, entitle him to a favourable 
nring. As has been stated, a variety of points 
here involved, a few of which only at present 
1 be mentioned. 

In the first place, if he has come for pardon, 
\ spirit may be unhumbled. It is only to the 
mble and contrite that pardon has been pro- 
sed. " He shall save the humble person ; 
Ic saveth such as be of a contrite spirit ; 
Lord, Thou hast heard the desire of the hum- 
>;" "Because thou didst humble thyself," &c. 
e unhumbled Pharisee went away, perhaps 
lighting himself with the idea that his boast- 
service had been received as true homage, 
it did his believing it to be so make it really 
P Had his service been accepted, then the 
thfiil and true Witness had gone aside from 
8 WOED ; for by this he was assured, that it 
8 only " to this man will I look, even to him 
it is poor, and df a contrite spirit, and trem- 
5th at My word." 
Another asks for the purification of his nature. 

« 2 
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'*Can I doubt," says be, "wbetber it be in 
accordance with the will of God, thai I should 
be sanctified throughout, body, soul, and spirit? 
No ; * this is the will of Grod, even my sanctifi- 
catjon.' Surely I may now ask, and believe 
that I receive." He asks, but does not receive. 
Why? Not because the petition is not in ac- 
cordance with the will of God; but because 
there is an unwillingness in him to comply with 
the conditions upon which the blessing has been 
promised. He may be indulging in some prac- 
tice which he has reason to believe inconsistent 
with the purification of his nature. 

Sanctification implies a coming out from the 
world in such a sense as not to be governed by 
its opinions ; a crucifixion ; a cutting off a right 
hand; a plucking out a right eye. The peti- 
tioner, though consciously unwilling to submit 
to the painful process, stiU, with strong cries 
and tears, urges his plea, and in his expostula- 
tions says, " Lord, hast Thou not said, * What 
things soever ye desire when ye pray, believe 
that ye receive them, and ye shall have them?' " 
As well might they who came, in the days of the 
Prophet Malachi, with their polluted offerings, 
and covered the altar with tears, in their im- 
plorings for acceptance, have believed that God, 
contrary to the express declaration of His wordy 
received the blind, lame, and sick, as acceptable 
sacrifice. Would their endeavours to believe 
thai God did accept, have made it so? And 
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yet who more desirous than they for the accept- 
ance of their offerings ? 

The backslider in heart may come, asking for 
some less important good than his spiritual 
necessities demand. He asks, but does not 
reoeiye, because he is unmindful of the condi- 
tion, " If ye abide in Me, and My words abide 
in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be 
done unto you." He does not oMde in Christ, 
and therefore has no right to expect the answer 
on these premises. He " asks, and receives not, 
because he asks amiss, that he may consume it 
upon his lusts." 

A sincerely disposed disciple of the Lord Jesus, 
feeling his need of divine guidance, asks wis- 
dom ; he then proceeds to the prosecution of the 
matter in hand, with much the same fearMness 
and uncertainty that would have marked his 
coarse had he not asked divine direction. 
Hiongh he asked in obedience to the will of his 
lieayenly Father, yet his mind was not settled in 
the persuasion, that wisdom from above would 
be given to guide the affair to a heaven-directed 
oondusion. He may, perhaps, indulge a faint 
hope that all may be divinely ordered ; but is 
the condition, implied in the tender of divine 
direction, met ? He has not asked " in faith, 
nothing wavering" " He that wavereth is like a 
wave of the sea, driven of the wind and tossed : 
let not that man think that he shall receive any- 
thing of the Lord." 

q3 
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Another asks, and receives not, because he 
asks for that which it is not needful he should 
have. Perhaps he asks for knowledge of things 
of which God hath said, " It U not for you to 
know." " Secret things belong unto the Lord 
our God; but those things which are reveakd 
belong to us and to our children." Notwith- 
standing these dissuasives, he continues to ask. 
He may believe that he receives ; but does this 
belief make it so ? You have heard of those of 
late who have acted on thfis assumption; and 
the disastrous result seems to intimate that 
Satan answered the petition. 

Another says, " I have prayed long and ear- 
nestly, that my children may be induced to 
choose the path to eternal life." Negligence in 
training them up in the way they should go, 
nay have marked the course of the parent. At 
the very time the petition is offered, those child- 
ren may be indulging in practices of worldfy 
conformity, from which the parent well knows 
they will have to depart, in order to get into the 
way to heaven. The reason why such cannot 
believe they receive wheai they pray, is but too 
evident. 

But I might enlarge quite beyond the bounds 
of another sheet. The subject is prolific, beyond 
my power to present in detail. Suffice it to say, 
that the reason why very many petitioners ask, 
and receive not, may be inferred from 1 Tim. 
ii, 8 : they do not "lift up holy hands, without 



FRAGMBNTS FROM MT PORTFOLIO. 175 

wrath and doubting." In the eye of Omnisci* 
ence, purity of motive is wanting. Such ask, and 
may not believe that they receive what things 
soever they desire when they pray. 

If opportunity should offer, it will give me 
pleasure to pursue this subject by way of teUing 
you of some answers to prayer, received on pre- 
cisely the principle laid down in the text, relative 
to which you have asked my views. 

Yours, in love. 



LETTER XXXII. TO THE MEMBERS 
OF THE CHURCH. 

Dearly beloybd, I have no explanation to 
offer for my solicitude on your behalf, other than 
that I believe Ood has Himself given me a care 
for you. "We have one Father, even God." 
Children of one household are one in interest. 
That interest is the honour of the parent, and 
the good of the unitedT family. 

In view of your low state for some time past, 
my heart has been moved to cry earnestly to the 
Lord for a revival of His work among you. In 
my importunate supplications I have consciously 
r^dized the help of the Spirit, and have felt a 
firm conviction that what I desired was in verity 
according to the will of God. Indeed, I could 
not be more abundantly assured of a te^^\x\&'%'% 
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on the part of Ood to work. But on becoming 
better acquainted with yoyr state, by my recent 
visit, I am constrained to say, in faithfulness to 
you, and to the promise-keeping Lord whom I 
serve, that my prayers in your behalf have been 
hindered. I am convinced that God will not 
work in power among you, unless conditions are 
met on your part. I see agencies at work among 
you calculated to make your faith powerless, and 
to neutralize your prayers for a revival. 

I well know that what I would say may not be 
applicable to all. When Israel was driven before 
his enemies, it was by the sin of one man ; yet was 
not the great body implicated in the eye of God? 
The Lord of hosts had promised to go out with 
their armies, and to subdue their enemies before 
them ; and now His promise had seemingly failed ; 
for Israel had been smitten. O how greatly was 
His holy name dishonoured among His enemies 
by this discomfiture ! If you, beloved brethren 
and sisters, are not empowered to proclaim 
victory on the Lord's side, do you not see knr 
the name of the Captain of your salvation maj 
be reproached? He hath said, "How should 
one chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand 
to flight, except their Eock had sold them, and 
the Lord had shut them up?" and if this pro- 
inise is not fulfilled, do you not see how your 
inactivity may be the cause of triumph on the' 
part of Satan ? 

While many among you are so absorbingly 
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interosted in a diversity of ways, as to prevent a 
r^oiar attendance on your class and prayer-meet- 
ings, and other stated means of grace, Satan is 
most busy. If you deem secular business, or 
meetings involving mainly secular interests, or 
the congratulations of friends, of more import- 
ance than an engagement to meet God at His 
house, can we wonder that He withholds the 
manifestations of His favour from you ? Brethren, 
there is no neutral ground. It looks to me as if 
in every church seed were being sown, which will 
produce a harvest. Either the High and Holy 
One, or the enemy of God and man, will qiuckly 
put in the sickle and reap. 

By some it seems to be regarded as a matter 
of course, that the church should have its seasons 
of comparative inactivity. That this deception 
of Satan should have obtained to the extent it 
bas, is wonderful. As before intimated, Satan 
in these times of declension is most busUy en- 
gaged. Now he sows his seed plentifully ; and 
may we not conclude, that on some of these occa- 
sions when the church nas been aroused to put 
forth its most gigantic efforts, she has scarcely 
more than undone the wrong perpetrated during 
h^ previous inactivity ? 

That the lack of manifest zeal furnishes ma- 
terial for Satan to work with, I know from my 
own observation. Let me relate a case. On 
one occasion, while I was endeavouring to urge 
upon a sinner his awful condition, in vieYi oi\ii% 
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exposure, momentarily, to the wrath of God, the 
Holy Spirit applied the truth to his conscience, 
and fearfulness and trembling took hold upon 
him. I had been pleading earnestly for his 
awakening, and now my heart leaped in joyous 
anticipation of his speedy transition from the 
kingdom of darkness. But the pious may 
conceive, though language cannot express, the 
anguish of my heart, when he said, ** I have a 
brother who is a Minister, and I have sisters also 
who are professors of religion ; they have never 
talked to me in this way ; and I am sure if I 
thought that they were in the perilous state in 
which you say I am, I could not reat^ day nor 
night, without warning them." It was thus that 
Satan succeeded by the inactivity of these pro- 
fessors in quieting the conscience of this yonng 
man, who was possessed of talents for useful- 
ness, which might have told on the salvation of 
scores of souls, but who, from the course whidi 
his convivial propensities inclined him to take, 
has probably finished his earthly career ere this. 
And upon whose skirts may his blood be found, 
when the Judge maketh inquisition? 

I have seldom received more marked tokens 
of divine approval, with a deeper consciousness 
of the Spirit iUelfmdkmg intercession, than when 
pleading for a revival of the work of the Lord 
among you ; but after a better knowledge of your 
state, my heart with yearning emotions said, " My 
prayer cannot now be answered. The people 
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here are not now willing to have a revival by 
being workers together with God;" and I well 
knew that in no other way could the petition be 
granted. Though the decree might have gone 
forth &om ther throne of God, you, brethren and 
sisters, may take upon yourselves the awful re- 
^nsibility of making that decree null and void, 
by refusing to enter into the designs of God by 
being workers together with Him. If you would 
haye a revival, you must set yourselves apart to 
work and live for it. God works through human 
instrumentality ; and if you would that He should 
work by you, you must put yourselves wholly in 
His hands, — soul, body, and spirit, — and then 
will your service be holy and acceptable. Then, 
when you are individually instrumental in win- 
ning souls to Christ, how dear to your heart will 
be those who are newly brought into the fold 1 
How deeply will you feel the importance, as 
nursing fathers and mothers, of leading the babes 
in Christ into the more excellent way ; instruct- 
ing them, by your example, to labour for the 
perishing around them! Were your prayers 
answered for a revival on other premises, it 
might result in little more than an ingathering 
of the names of such as would dog the chariot 
wheels of tke Saviour. 

■ But we must not forget that while the church 
lingers, Ihath is dovng his work! One after 
another is leaving you. Are you ready to meet 
at the bar of God those of your congregation 
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who may have died out of Christ? Are jon 
prepared individually to say, that your skirts axe 
clear of their blood ? 

" Unify is Strength^ If you would have a 
revival, the church must come up ^' to the help 
of the Lord against the mighty." It is not kft 
optional with herself whether she will obey the 
call of Grod or not. It is possible to stand on 
worse than neutral ground. My heart shrinks 
from appearing to be denunciatory ; yet I must 
say, that, unless favoured with the blessing of 
God, we have His curse ; and a bitter corse has 
been pronounced on those who come not up to* 
the help of the Lord. " Curse ye Meroa/* said 
the angel of the Lord, ''curse ye bitt^ythe 
inhabitants thereof, because they came not up to 
the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord 
against the mighty." 

Your Servant for Christ's sake. 



LETTER XXXIII. TO THE MEMBEB8 
OF THE CHURCH. 

Webe I to mention what I have thought yonr 
characteristic deficiencies, I would place among 
the most prominent your neglect of the stated 
means of grace. If you regard the church orga- 
nization, under which you have voluntarily placed 
yourselves, as a divine institution, you should ol 
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course regard its appointments as heaven- 
directed. Mr. Wesley says, " In all ordinary mat- 
ters the voice of the church may be regarded as 
the voice of God." K so, then stated meetings, 
such as preaching, prayer, and class-meetings, 
ought to be regarded as special seasons, at which 
the Lord Jesus has appointed to meet you. If 
such an appointment be slighted, does it not 
prove that you lightly estimate the presence of 
your Lord and Saviour? 
- Suppose a dear and influential friend to make 
arrangements for meeting you regularly, for the 
purpose of honouring and blessing you with his 
society: ever truthful, he comes at the hour 
specified, but does not find you there; often 
you are wholly absent ; at other times you come 
long after the hour specified. Would this con- 
duct be calculated to assure your friend of your 
high regard for his friendship ? If your repeated 
slights should move him to come to the decision 
no more to meet you, would the result be other 
than might have been reasonably expected ? and if 
kin agreement to meet you should be thus broken, 
who would be the breaker of the engagement ? 

For a membership of three hundred not to 
number more than one hundred out on lecture 
or prayer-meeting evening, exhibits a sad defi- 
dency ; yet, were you at your stated meetings to 
present even this proportion of your member- 
ship, it were more encouraging. Now, can the 
Eayiour believe that you as a people ate gc^^V^^ 
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desiring the commTiiiications of His grace ? Were 
the decree to pass His throne, that on one of 
these stated occasions the Holy Spirit, in His 
reviving influences, should be poured out in 
unusual measure, how many of you would be as 
Thomas, who was absent when his Lord revealed 
Himself to the other disciples ! 

O, if you really desire a general work of God 
in your midst, often be in waiting, as were the 
early disciples, and, with one accord in one 
place, look for the fall baptism of the Holy 
Ghost. If thus strengthened with the might of ^ 
the Spirit, you may confidently expect to be 
called out individually to work in the vineyard. 

Less solicitude will then be felt about findy 
polished human instrumentalities, but a far 
more abiding reliance on the power of the Holy 
Ghost. This full baptism may be regarded as 
the act of ordination on the part of GKmI, by 
which He empowers His disciples with the might 
of His Spirit, in order that they may bring forth 
much fruit, and that their fruit may remain. 

The history of the church presents but littk 
fruit of revivals where the order of Qod. has not 
been observed. " And begin at My sanctuary," 
is the voice of God. The disciples were first 
baptized with the Holy Ghost and with fire, 
and then three thousand were converted in 
a day. 

I may never forget some instances whidi have 
come under 9iy special observation, calculated 
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confirm my mind in these views« A startling 
Bstioo presents itself, and my pen has lingered 
tcth^ to give it the tangibility of words. It 
this: Does not* Satan gain by some church 
;atherings ? Let me instance. On one ocea- 
ns when in a stage-coach, about entering a 
ice which two or three years previous had 
m favoured with a gracious revival, the sub- 
t of religion was introduced to a gentleman 
ting near me. '' O, religion is a very good 
ng, if people would only keep it when they 
\ it," said he, in a very significant manner. 
nquired his meaning, when he informed me 
it aknost every one in that place had pro- 
sed conversion but two or three years pre- 
lUflly ; and now scarce an individual of them 
lid be found but had fallen away, and was 
rse than before. This relation pained me 
seedingly ; for I had expected to find the place 
the garden of the Lord ; and I well remem- 
red the temptings of Satan, at the time the 
ival took place. I had been intimately 
[nainted with the Minister under whose minis- 
tions the revival occurred, and had once and 
lin had earnest conversations with him relative 
the order of God being observed ; that holi" 
8 in the ministry and membership was import- 
; as a. foundation for a revival. When this 
raordinary ingathering was announced to me 
having been brought about under his minis- 
tions, the enemy tauntingly suggested that the 

B 2 
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position I had taken was not to be relied upon^ 
and that the IMinister in question (who had the 
reputation of being a revivalist) would be abun- 
dantly satisfied that this ordedr, though he at the 
time acknowledged it to be scripturaUy correct, 
was by no means important. But I still hoped 
that the state of religion in the place might not 
be quite so disastrous as represented, and soon 
afterward called on the Mioister for further 
information. I was told that out of the two or 
three hundred names taken in at that time, he 
did not think there were now as many as half 
a dozen on the church record, and he was by no 
means certain that one remained steadfast. Pro- 
bably there are but few such striking instances 
as this; but, alas! how often are scores of 
worldly-minded professors enrolled on the 
church record during seasons of ingathering, 
who remain as weights, to retard Zion in her 
onward movements ! One truly Christlike pro- 
fessor would do more for a church than a hun- 
dred of such professors ; for it is of such that 
" one shall chase ^a thousand." It has been said, 
one sanctified may be counted upon as equivalent 
to a score converted. O may Heaven speedily 
register scores of sanctified ones among the — ^ 
church ! Then will you, as nursing fathers and 
mothers, receive to your embraces many who, by 
the power of the Spirit, have been bom unto 
Zion. "Wherefore we pray always for you, 
that our God would count you worthy of this 
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calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of His 
goodness, and the work of faith with power; 
tiliat the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may 
be glorified in you, and ye in Him, according 
to the grace of our God, and of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Amen." 

Yours, in the faith and hope of the GrospeL 



LETTER XXXIV. TO — 



DsAS Bbgtheb, we thank you for your 
early attention to our communication of July 

4ih As to the publication in question, 

I trust the only desire of her Mends in 
regard to it is to furnish yet another ex- 
ample of the power of grace to transform in 
heart and in life. K yet another may be taken 
from the walks of ordinary Christian life, and 
added to the list of Jesus's witnesses of full 
salvation, I stand ready to do all in my power 
to serre the religious community. 

Closer observations may perhaps convince me 
of a mistake, but at present I see not why a 

Memoir of Mrs. may not company with a 

Carvosso or a Rogers, though possibly of in- 
ferior intrinsic interest to those very special 
examples of the power of grace. Should it 
not be an object of ambition with us to furnish 
example and admonition for the common people ? 

B 3 
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We may be instructed on this point by an 
observation of St. Mark touching the Saviour's 
ministrations : " The common people heard Him 
gladly." 
We frequently receive communications from 

our mutual friends, Bishop and Mrs. . In 

one of her late communications, Mrs. says, 

" Dr. is now in the enjoyment of the wit- 
ness of holiness." This has been a subject of 
continuous thanksgivings to God in your behalf. 
We rejoice in view of the bliss upon which you 
have entered: "For we who believe do enter 
into rest." We know that your heart has so 
long been desiring the rest of perfect faith, and 
we have been so long in prayerful solicitnde for 
this object, that our hearts are indeed refoiced. 
But though we greatly desired this because of 
our love to you, and our earnest wish for your 
personal happiness and safety, yet we may say 
that our desires were much more enlarged in 
view of your position in the church, and the 
responsibility which, by virtue of this position, 
is laid upon you. We are prone to feel that 
this commanding post has not been assigned 
you by the mere will of man, but by the will of 
God ; and though our solicitude might move us 
to tremble for you while we hear you say, 
"Who is sufficient for these things?" yet we 
well know that the Head of the church has not 
called you to a position which He will not em- 
power you to sustain in all its various demands. 
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To say otherwise, would imply a belief that His 
ways are not perfect. Such an expression or 
thought were indeed impious. 

That the church may be presented to Christ 
" without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing," 
should surely be an object of primary interest 
with us as a people. Our responsibilities before 
Grod, relative to the doctrine of Christian holi- 
ness, are tremendous. The specific object for 
which the Wesleys were thrust out, was "to 
raue a holy feopW^ A dispensation of the 
€k)spel has been committed to us, and we stand 
forth, marshalled before the world, under the 
banner, " Holiness to the Lord." 

I would not be captious, but will you excuse 
me while I venture a few thoughts which were 
suggested by your last very interesting letter ? 
Speaking of two very distinguished Ministers, 
yon say, " I could wish that ««;A would preach 
the high docirinea of our creed, I sometimes 
regret the efforts made by inferior skill and low 
experience to proclaim these holy mysteries.'* 
I confess, dear Doctor, the expressions, " high 
doctrines of our creed," and *^ mysterieB," eli- 
cited my jealousy. Does not the expression 
** high doctrine " intimate something above 
ordinary attainment, as though the doctrine of 
holiness were something beyond the reach of 
the mass of professors P Your words, I fear, 
give but a truthful exposition of the views 
generally entertained on this subject. But in 



188 FAITH AND ITS EFFECTS. 

view of the position in which we stand to this 
doctrine, is it well that we should look upon it 
as among the " mysteries " of our holy religion ? 
Is it not because it is regarded in this light by 
very many of our Ministers, that it is not a 
matter of more general experience among the 
laity ? Yet though your position may be truth- 
ful in the estimation of the church at large, and 
especially with the majority of the Ministry, I 
am obliged to question its utility. This may 
look like temerity, but the harmful tendencies of 
the course are so apparent to my own mind, that 
I dare not be silent. 

And yet I do not wonder that you should 
shrink from the ministrations of men of low 
experience and inferior skiU. I have myself 
been placed in circumstances to sympathize with 
you herein. Some time since I heard a very 
popular young Minister, who, to my surprise, 
took this as the theme of his discourse. But 
it was very evident that he could not say with 
Wesley, Metcher, or Fisk, " We speak that we 
do know, and testify that we have seen." He 
afterward questioned me as to my views of the 
discourse. I dared not do otherwise than point 
at deficiencies. He pleaded, by way of apology, 
that he had so many engagements, that he really 
had not time to look into these deeper things of 
God, — ^these high and holy " mysteries." Does 
this comport well with Mr. Wesley's last advice 
in relation to this our distinguishing doctrine ? 
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It reads thus : " Therefore, all our Preachers 
should make a point of preaching perfection to 
believers constantly y strongly, and explicitly ; and 
aU our Preachers should mind this one thing, 
and continually agonize for it." If this sacred 
diarge had been kept, we had doubtless had 
scores of witnesses where we now have one. 
Then had we better fulfilled the designs of Grod 
in raising us up as a people. Indeed, it is by 
this doctrine of holiness that we have been 
mainly distinguished from other denominations. 
Besides, our close identification with this doc- 
trine is the aspect in which, as I have often had 
occasion to observe, other denominations mainly 
regard us. I have known numbers of those 
who had been sincerely opposed to the doctrine 
of Christian perfection, but who, on resolving to 
become Bible Christians, have found that holi- 
ness is a Bible doctrine. On perceiving this, 
their minds have at once been turned to us. 
Now, dear brother, what shall we do ? If this 
grace be held up as an attainment so high that 
but few even among the Ministry enjoy it, where 
shall we direct these inquirers? I do not ask 
this question as though it were a merely sup- 
posable dilemma. 

Such cases are more frequent than those who 
stand high in our church councils imagine. 
Would that it were not so ; for, were our respon- 
sibility in regard to this doctrine fully perceived 
by those in authority, then the note of alarm 
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miglit be heard throughout our borders. To 
assure you that my solicitude is not needless, let 
me instance two or three cases in point. 

Professor , of whose deep interest in the 

doctrine of Christian holiness you are fully 
aware, came to this city earnestly desiring to 
know the way of the Lord more perfectly. The 

first point of attraction was the M. B. : 

imagining that the enjoyment of the witness of 
holiness was the general experience of our 
Ministers, he expected here to elicit much light 
and a ready response to his feelings. But he soon 
found, that though holiness was our distinguish- 
ing doctrine as a people, neither our Mimstry 
nor our membership were generally distinguished 
by living in the enjoyment of it, as he had fondly 
anticipated ; and with deep regret he mentioned 
his disappointment to us. What could we say? 
for surely this was calculated to paralyse his own 
efforts in the pursuit of it. 

At another time, a gentleman belonging to 
the Presbyterian church had become so desirous 
of the blessing of full salvation, that the mem- 
bers of his own denomination had already b^^ 
to look at him as somewhat MethodisticaL 
One evening he stepped into the church where I 
was worshipping. It was during a season of 
revival, and much ardour was manifested. As 
he stood overlooking the large congregation, he 
said earnestly, " I suppose all here eiyoy the 
blessing of holiness." I cannot tell you how 
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my heart was pained. And think how formi- 
dable the attempt at a reply. What would you 

have said, dear Dr. ? Running my eye 

oyer the assembled multitude, I could not see one 
in fifty who professed to be living in the enjoy- 
mentof thatstate. But isthe state of our congrega- 
tions, generally, more encouraging even than this? 
What does it avail that we hold this as a high 
doctrine of our creed ? The fact of doing so but 
increases our obligations a hundred-fold. It is 
the servant who knows his Lord's will, and does 
it not, that is to be beaten with many stripes. 
Unless we have witnesses to substantiate our 
theory, what do we more than others ? 
" Ah ! what avails superior light ?" 

That there are so few comparatively among the 
membership who profess to enjoy the blessing, 
may be attributed to the fact, that there is so 
little explicit and experimental testimony among 
the Ministry on this point. Our dear brother is 
placed in a position to " begin at the sanctufiry." 
You may remember that when you were so ill, 
that you entertained but little hope of ever again 
engaging in active service, we even then indulged 
the expectation that God might raise you up for 
the special purpose of arousing the Ministry on 
this all-important topic. But where shall I stop ? 
I fear I may weary you, and hasten to an item 
of business upon which we have been desired to 
address you. 
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Adieu, dear brother : pray for us, that " God 
may fulfil all the good pleasure of His goodness 
in us, and the work of faith with power." 

Yours, &c. 



LETTER XXXV. TO ME. J- 



Deab Bbotheb J asks to know my 

views in regard to the disposal of property. 
This is a subject so comprehensive in bearing, 
that it is not without earnestly impbring wis- 
dom from above, that I venture to give my 
thoughts upon it. 

" The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine, 
saith the Lord of Hosts." Nothing can be more 
evident than this fact, namely, that Ood is the 
GrvEB, whatever variety may appear in the dis- 
tribution of His gifts. That Grod should dis- 
pense earthly good with a hand, seemingly, so 
unequal, is a subject at which sceptics have 
cavilled. But when we remember that the great 
Master of the household is training subjects in 
this world for immortality and eternal life here- 
after, and, to prove the fidelity of each, has 
placed at his disposal a given amount of His 
goods, that He may on His return receive His 
own with usury y the difiiculty \& solved. 

To some He has given, with but a small por- 
tion of this world's goods, much humble faith 
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and patient endurance. These, if they occupy 
faithfully till the Lord come, will, in the truest 
sense of the word, be of heaven^s nobUity, " Hath 
not God chosen the poor of this world, rich in 
faith, and heirs of the kingdom?" Those to 
whom He has intrusted much of earthly good. 
He has made the servants of His chosen ones ; 
intending, if we ** occupy till He come," faith- 
fully, that we shall not be spiritually poor, but 
" rich in good works, being ready to distribute, 
foUMng to communicate." 

Yet I daily feel that it is not a small thing 
that a man be found faithfcd. In reference to 
property, as well as other means of doing good, 
God will surely require His own with usury. 
How will it be with those intrusted with a large 
portion of this world's goods, who are hoarding 
it up, while the interests of Christ's kingdom 
are making loud and incessant demands P 

" But," it is said, ** if none should lay up for 
seasons of emergency, how disastrously might 
sudden bereavements, such as are continually 
occurring, by death, or unlooked-for reverses, 
operate!" A prudent foresight may not be 
scr^turaUy condemned ; it is rather approved : 
see Frov. vi. 8. llie example of the ant, who 
provideth her meat in the summer, and gather- 
eth her food in the harvest, is presented by way 
of reproof to those who are prone to improvi- 
dence. But this furnishes no plea for those to 
whom it may be said, "Your riches are cor- 
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rupted, and your garments are moth-eaten ; your 
gold and silver is cankered ; and the rust of 
them shall be a witness against you, and shall 
eat your flesh as it were fire: ye have heaped 
treasure together for the last days." I often 
fear that this passage may be applicable to some 
rich men of the present day, who name the name 
of Christ. 

As I am more or less engaged in several 
benevolent schemes, I must say that, as a whole, 
I have found persons in ordinary drcumsiances 
much more disposed to give, according to their 
ability, than the rich. The moral impropriety 
of this is apparent; and a reference to the 
Scriptures shows it to be palpably wrong. Paul 
says, " Let every one lay by him in store as Ood 
hath prospered him;" and no duty, on any 
point, can be more clearly demonstrated than 
this, namely, that it is a duty to give according 
to the ability which Grod has given. For a man, 
then, who is worth twenty thousand dollars to 
give no more than one worth one thousand 
dollars, other things being equal, is absolutely 
sinful. This may seem severe; but if it be 
absolutely sinful to disobey Gk>d, then he who 
does not give according to his ability^ or, in 
other words, as God hath prospered him, is 
guilty of disobedience. 

I hope I may not seem to favour that de- 
stroyer of Christian unity, censoriouaneis, which 
is pot unfrequently indulged in by a class of 
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persons who would uuchristianize everything 
they cannot bring down to their own level. 

From the early ages of the world there have been 
different classes in all communities. Abraham, 
who was eminently the friend of God, was rick. 
From his history, we may conclude that his 
position in the society in which he moved was 
commanding. David, the man after God's own 
heart, was a King, and of course was surrounded 
with the trappings of royalty. The devout 
meditations and the inspired hymns of the 
Psalmist, which furnish such precious food for 
the humble, holy soul, were many of them, 
doubtless, written in a King's palace. It would 
be well for those who are disposed to condemn 
such as have been raised, in the order of God, 
to a position somewhat above themselves, to 
remember this. 

Joseph of Arimathea, the rich disciple, went 
and craved the body of Jesus, though the other 
di3ciples had forsaken Him in His hour of great- 
est peril. Joseph was not ashamed to avow him- 
self a disciple now, though adherence to his 
Lord exposed him to contumely and scorn. 
Ihities would not have been laid down, regu- 
lating the conduct of the poor and rich,— of 
masters and servants, — ^were not such duties 
reeogmsed by God. 

I was not long since in a little company, 
where the unity of the Spirit was marred by a 
little conversation, which ran about thus: The 

s 2 
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case of a deeply pious Minister, who was reputed 
to be rich, was mentioned. A Christian brother 
remarked, by way of reference to this Minister, 
that if the same kind of religion prevailed at the 
present day as prevailed in the days of the Apos- 
tles, the same eifect would be produced ; that is, 
we should have " all things common,'* A Mend, 
who greatly valued the Christian character of 
the Minister in question, observed, that he was 
yearly, by his benevolent operations, consuming 
more than the interest of his money ; and if the 
principal were expended, his ability to do good 
in this way must cease. This did not satisfy ; 
and a censorious spirit, which ever seems to 
possess some infectious quality, was commnni- 
cated to a friend present, who said, that she 
"never could understand how an individual 
could have the spirit of his Master, and yet see 
the Heathen perishing, without giving up all he 
possessed." The Minister's friend endeavoured 
to maintain, by way of argument in his defence, 
that if the principal were expended, his present 
mode of doing good to thousands must cease, 
and that he could not, therefore, as a faUkJkl 
steward, give up the entire of his property for 
present expenditures ; but the brother who, pw- 
haps, had never possessed means calculated to 
test his own fidelity on this point, remained un- 
yielding in the opinion, that if the principles of 
holiness prevailed, a community of interests 
would be the result. These views, being very 
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confidently expressed, bore heavily on a deeply 
devoted person present, who was possessed of 
more means than either of the former, and who, 
doubtless, was far more liberal than those who, 
by their opinion, had condemned her. And thus 
the interview ended; 

It is because I have known several cases 
where the unity of the Spirit has been so sadly 
marred by similar views, that I have taken time 
to present this subject more fully. It is true, I 
caniiot well apprehend a state of holiness as 
otherwise than comprehending all with which we 
stand connected. The idea of being wholly the 
Lord's, and yet withholding our property from 
His control, implies an utter inconsistency. 

Yours truly. 



LETTEE XXXVI. TO MR. J- 



DsAB Bbotheb J , it is because some 

seem to practise on the principle that they may 
be wholly the Lord's, and yet not exhibit the 
fruits of holiness in relation to giving, that the 
good way has often been evil spoken of. The 
eye of my mind is now resting on one who is 
said to be worth about 100,000 dollars. The 
amount he expends in benevolent operations does 
not probably exceed 100 dollars per annum; 
whereas, if he should but give the tenth, as was 

s a 
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required under the Jewish dispensation, lie would 
put at least 600 dollars into the Lord's treasury 
yearly. But why should a foUower qf Ckmt, 
" who, though He was rich, yet for our sakes 
became poor, that we through His poTcrty 
might be rich," — ^why should such a one wish to 
hold so large an amount of his Lord's goods in 
his hands, while souls, for whom his Sayiour 
died, are perishing in ignorance and want P I 

can assure you, brother J , I would not be 

willing that my Lord should come and find me 
with so much of His goods hoarded up. 

I was acquainted with two individuals, pro- 
fessors, of very dissimilar character, who have 
both gone to their account. The first died proba- 
bly worth about 80,000 or 100,000 dollars, leav- 
ing his property to two unconverted sons, one of 
whom soon disposed of his portion by careless 
expenditures, making it of little account either 
to himself or others. His brother concluded 
that it were better not to risk his share in the 
chances of business, and consequently hoards it 
up, and is leading a life of idleneis. Thus, what 
might have been expended by the father in laying 
up treasure in heaven, by spreading the Ught of 
the glorious Gospel, is being spent by these 
sons (who were spoiled by youthful indulgences) 
in that which has been telling only to their hurt. 
In view of the reckonings of eternity, when such 
fathers shall be called to render an account of their 
stewardship, does it look desirable to die rick ? 
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The case of the other friend diflFers widely. 
He commenced his business career with a solemn 
resolve to acknowledge Grod in all his ways. 
With the Patriarch Jacob, he took upon himself 
a solemn vow, " Of all that Thou ahalt give me, 
I mil mrely give the tenth unto Thee^^ He also 
resolved, that he would never be what the world 
might term a rich man. Though at first he was 
often in straits, yet he had much to assure him 
that his vow was not unrecognised by Qt)d. He 
once related to me the following : — 

Calling one morning, as he went to his office, 
on a poor member of Christ's family, he found 
her unexpectedly destitute. He had but one 
dollar in his pocket, and he hesitated whether 
he could with propriety give it ; but believing 
that she needed it more than himself, he gave it. 
During that day he made sixty dollars ; and so 
sure was he that Grod had rendered him sixty- 
fold, that the enemy urged upon him afterward 
the singular temptation, that it would seem like 
bribing Gbd to restore unto him sixty-fold, 
should he still persist in calling on the poor 
before engaging in the business of the day. 
During some portions of his life he was so 
greatly prospered of God, that, in fulfilment of 
his vow, he was enabled to put into the Lord's 
treasury several thousands yearly. He on one 
occasion related to me the case of a young friend, 
a member of his -Bible class, who, by his advice, 
was induced to take upon himself the same sacred 
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VOW. This friend, at the time of his engage- 
ment, had a mother and sister under his care, 
and was receiving a salary of about 300 dollars. 
He devoted the tenth, and was enabled to live 
comfortably. The next year his salary was raised 
to 500 dollars. He still adhered to his vow, 
and abounded, of course, in yet greater comforts 
at home. His employers continued to increase 
his salary, until it amounted to 1,200 dollars 
^er annum. He had for some time been uneasy 
from the idea that he was giving too muck, — 
more than persons in his circumstances gene- 
rally gave, &c. Mentioning this to his friend 
and adviser, he observed, that he thought he 
ought to lay up more, as his mother was getting 
old. At last he yielded to the ten^ter, and 
actually ceased to perform his vow. He soon 
made "shipwreck of faith and a good con- 
science." Mr. continued faithfully to ren- 
der unto the Lord according to his ability, until 
called to give an account of his stewardship. 

I am sure that the day of eternity will reveal 
much sin lying at the door of the church on 
account of her deficiencies in giving. K men 
could behold the causes of spiritual leanness as 
God sees them, they would doubtless discover in 
this sin of covetousness the chief obstacle to the 
religious prosperity of thousands. "He that 
soweth sparingly shall reap sparingly." " God 
loveth the cheerftd giver." The Dispenser of 
all good could say, " Be ye warmed, and be ye 



I 
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clothed," to every destitute being throughout the 
world, or could feed them by the hand of angela, 
as Elijah was fed, if it were not to test the 
fidelity of those to whom He has intrusted a 
sofficiency to meet this object. In like manner 
might every benevolent operation of the day, for 
the diffusion of light and truth, be sustained by 
means and influences wholly supernatural, if it 
were not that our gracious Lord has designed 
that we be workers together with Him. But 
surely the ability to give ought to make us 
humble. With David we might say, " Who am 
I, and what is my people, that we should be 
able to offer so willingly after this sort ? for all 
thmgn come of Thee, and of Thine own have we 
given Thee,^^ David apprehends a principle of 
giving which is not enough thought of, in the 
words, " Shall I sacrifice that which doth cost me 
nothing?" 

I knew a husband and wife who commenced 
life with good ordinary prospects. They had 
not fixed their calculations on being rich. When 
oljects of benevolence presented, they generally 
gave in about an equal measure with the circle 
in which they moved, which was often composed 
oi persons of much larger means than them- 
selves. They, perhaps, never really thought 
that they gave too much. Still, when in the 
act of giving, the luxury of doing good might at 
times have been a little lessened by the thought, 
" Can 1 do this, and yet be just toward aUmeii?" 
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One day the wife said, '^ Husband, let us have 
some systematic mode of giving. Suppose we 
^x on the tenth." " I think we give more than 
that now," he replied. " But everything," said 
the wife, " with which our heavenly Father has 
to do is systematical ; such beautiful order and 
symmetry pervade all His works, that we may 
well believe, — 

' Order is heaven's first law ;' 
and we can easily give more afterward, if need- 
ful ;" and a condiision was made that the tenth 
should be sacredly devoted. The result was, 
that they immediately found that the Lord's 
treasury was more fully replenished. Not a 
reasonable demand, when, as faithful stewards, 
they had a right to believe they ought to gfive, 
but could be in a moment met : not from 
their own treasury; no, it was only for them 
to dart a prayer to Heaven, and say, "My 
heavenly Father, does this object meet Thine ap- 
proval?" and all was at once settled. A fact 
in connexion with this mode of giving shonld be 
stated. Though they gave more than formeiriy, 
yet their means increased, so that they soon 
became possessed of a competency sufficient to 
meet ordinary emergencies. But they still main- 
tained their former views relative to laying up 
treasures on earth. I have heard them say, " We 
never intend to be rich" If so, should they 
continue to prosper, I think it may not be long 
before they will be able to devote a fifth, and so 
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on, until the whole be offered up to Grod. And 
why should not tradesmen, merchants, or profes- 
sional men, as assiduously endeayour to prose- 
cute a business with an intention of devoting its 
proceeds wholly toward promoting the interests 
of the Bedeemer? I wonder why the Christian 
world does not furnish more examples of this 
kind. I have heard that such may be found 
who are thus manifesting their devotedness to 
Christ. Yet, do even such exhibit as much 
devotedness as the Missionary, who not only 
sacrifices all his time, but often abo health, 
firiends, and all the dear delights of ripe society ? 

In love, 8&C. 



LETTEK XXXVII. TO THE REV. 



BsYBRSND Sib, my mind has been prayerfully 
interested for you ever since our first interview. 
I r^oioe that your mind has become so power- 
folly influenced relative to the privilege of the 
believer. What more important theme than 
that of salvation from sin in the present life? 
Unless we are redeemed from all iniquity, and, 
as vidtnesses for Christ, live in the enjoyment of 
tiiai state, the purpose for which Christ was 
manifest in the flesh remains unaccomplished. 
And how wonderful, with the Bible as the 
acknowledged standard of our faith and ^lacr 
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tice, that the doctrine of holiness, or entire 
sanctification, should have become a matter of 
controversy ! 

Yet, with those who love the truth in since- 
rity, and who consult the lively oracles for 
themselves, instead of following the tradUiofu 
of many this glorious doctrine will not long 
remain questionable. I am, indeed, most happy 
to know, that your scruples have at length been 
wholly removed. But yet you say, that you do 
not experimentally know of this doctrine. You, 
for some time past, have greatly desired this 
enjoyment; but why you are not enabled to 
believe and receive the end of your faith, with 
you yet remains inexplicable. I am happy 
to hear you say that the hinderance, whatever it 
may be, is with yourself; for you judge TTim 
faithful who hath promised, who also will do it, 
as soon as you comply with the conditions upon 
which it is promised. I have conversed with 
many who, to my mind, seemed to be on similar 
ground with yourself, and perceive what I ima- 
gine may hinder your faith from laying hold on 
the promises. 1 believe you wish plain dealing, 
and that, as you have no fault to find with your 
Saviour, you would gladly know where the jGeluU 
may be. 

I know you will give God all the glory, when 
I allude to the fact, that you occupy a com- 
manding position in the Christian world. In 
the order of Providence, you have influeuoe. 
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with prominent men in the Ministry and the 
laity, who are opposed, some of them violently, 
to the doctrine of salvation from all sin in the 
present life. By your pen, also, you are favour- 
ably known in the literature of the day, and 
Urns stand before the Christian community of 
Ihirope and America as a theologian of sincere, 
earnest, and enlightened piety. Now, should 
I ask you how this commanding position was 
attained, in looking back upon every step which 
you have ascended, you would acknowledge the 
helpful Spirit of grace, and with humility and 
gratitude you would ascribe to God glory in 
the highest. Then you know that your reputa- 
tion already belongs to Grod. Have you ren- 
dered, or are you now rendering, it back to 
Him ? Let me, as in the presence of the High 
and Holy One, solemnly urge your prayerful 
examination of yourself on this point ; for here 
I think you may find the difficulty. Is it your 
intention that the avowal of your belief in this 
doctrine shall be co-extensive with your influ- 
ence? You now in blameless reputation stand 
enranked with men who have thrust from their 
midst those who were, and are now, experi- 
mental witnesses of the attainment of holiness. 
The blamelessness of their lives, and their 
increased zeal and success in winning souls to 
Christ, were fully and freely admitted by the 
brethren who reftised them church fellowship. 
"But your doctrine! That is what y^e do TkoX. 

T 
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like. 'Holiness, sanctification, or Christian 
perfection/ — ^these are terms which we do not 
approve. Eenoiince them, and you are still one 
with us, and together we will fight against sini 
the world, and Satdn. Eefiise, and we use the 
awM power delegated to us by the Head of the 
church, and we not only thrust you from our 
ranks, but we depose you from the GhnstiaA 
Ministry, and henceforth you are to us as a 
heathen man and a publican." 

And why could not these dear brethren accede 
to your wishes, and call the state into which the 
Saviour had brought them, a state of " conaecn- 
tion," or " the assurance of faith," instead of 
'* sanctification or holiness? " Because the doctrine 
of entire sanctification and holiness is set forth, 
as you acknowledge you have found it, dear as 
noonday in the Bible, and they had in reality 
given themselves up to be as their Master, even 
" of no reputation ; " and they had also fully pur- 
posed to stand or to be thrust out with the 
truth. Jesus, the Way and the Teuth, was 
with them; and when you thrust them out 
because they were not ashamed of Christ and 
His WOBDS before this adulterous generation, 
did not the Saviour say to the hearts of those 
of you who had thus proved that you were 
ashamed of His words, ** Of Him also shall the 
Son of Man be ashamed before His Father and 
the holy angels?" 

In the judgment of Christian charity it may 
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doubtless be said of some of them, " Brethren, 
I wot that through ignorance ye did it:" but 
does this make repentance and confession less 
necessary? ^^ If we confess our sins, He is 
faithM and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
deanse us from all unrighteousness." If the 
condition be not complied with, — that is, con- 
fession, — ^the first point in the process is not 
met, and of course forgiveness and cleansing 
cannot follow. Eternal consequences hang upon 
your prompt compliance with this condition. Is 
the purification of the heart by faith a light 
matter, when God hath said, " Without holiness 
no man shall see the Lord?" 

I am aware that it is a doctrine of your creed, 
88 a people, that salvatitm from all sin may not 
be expected until the hour of the soul's dis- 
mission from the body; but you have frankly 
acknowledged, in social intercourse with friends 
who have embraced the same views of truth as 
yourself, that the Bible does not authorize this 
creed. The Sun of Righteousness has risen 
upon your heart, and you see and feel that you 
must be saved from sin, and in the daily epistle 
of your life and conversation exhibit the power 
of Christ to save. Yet, should the Lord bring 
you into this state of salvation, you are not 
willing to come out and confess it in scriptural 
words. " Why, when these words are so objec- 
tionable," you ask, "should I be required to 
use them ? May I not live in a state oi e\i\.\t^ 

T 2 
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devotion to Grod, and profess the assurance of 
faith, and entire consecration to the service of 
Christ, without using the objectionable words, 
'holiness or sanctification,' and thus save my 
reputation, that I may be more extensively 
useful?" No! for then would the offence of 
the Cross have ceased. And the very idea seems 
to imply, that you were to be in some way the 
gainer by being ashamed of the words of Christ. 
''But does not Paul speak of being all things 
to all men, that he might gain some P" As well 
might Paul have maintained his rank among the 
persecutors of his Lord, after he had ceased his 
hostilities, from a persuasion that, if he shoxdd 
lose his reputation with them, he might remove 
himself from a position in which he might be 
useful to them. 

Whereas, the very fact of his having been in 
reputation among the Jews, " having sat at the 
feet of Gamaliel, and been taught according to 
the perfect manner of the law of the Mhers, 
being zealous toward God, and persecuting this 
way unto death," was a very commanding rea- 
son why he should come out, when convinced of 
his error, as a zealous promoter of truth, and 
endeavour that his influence and zeal in defence 
of the truth should be co-extensive with what 
they had been in defence of error. I would not 
intimate that you have persecuted this way: 
what your former course may have been is not 
iuiown to me ; but this I know, that you turn 
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feel not only a union in doctrinal sentiment, but 
a sweet cleaving of spirit to those who profess 
to enjoy this grace. But, so careful are you of 
your reputation^ that even in this you are seem- 
ingly afraid of being brought out. Why all this, 
if your reputation were not dearer to your heart 
than TRUTH ? O, be no more ashamed of Christ 
and Mis words/ Has He given you honour? 
Lay this thy gift also upon the altar ; and if 
you value your hope of eternal life, O think 
not more of the gift than of the altar upon 
which your gift is sacrificed, and by which it is 
sanctified I How soon may the gift which is not 
used in promoting the divine glory be with- 
drawn firom youl You may in sincerity have 
thought that you were living in a state of 
entire consecration; but unless you have laid 
your reputation, as well as everything else, upon 
the altar, you are not thus living before God. 
To be candid, from the first interview I had 
with you, I have believed this to be the diffi- 
culty in' the way of your exercising that faith 
which brings into the enjoyment of present 
salvation from sin. If a Jew had brought to 
the altar a sacrifice which he knew to be in any 
degree imperfect, would he have any authority 
from the word of the Lord for believing it holy, 
acceptable P Imagine that he had lingered long 
at the altar in most earnest desire for the recep- 
tion of his gift : would the Grod of the altar 
have been moved, because of his impox\Am\Vj^ 

T 3 
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to accept and seal the blemislied offering? Ai 
well might we imagine that the Gk>d and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ could deny HimBelf, 
and that with Him were Tariableness and turn- 
ing. " How can ye believe which receive konouir 
one qf another y and seek not the honour thai 
Cometh from God only ?'* 

The mention of this passage reminds me of a 
dear friend, who for years stood about in the 
same experience and belief as yourself. I may 
also say, that he was a Minister in good repute 
in your communion. One day, after he had 
been speaking of the many years he had been a 
believer in the doctrine of holiness, and of his 
earnest desires for the' blessing, &c., I said, 
"How can you account for this, brother, that 
you should with so much sincerity and earnest- 
ness have been seeking the blessing for yean 
without obtaining it P " He quickly replied, that 
just so soon as he was willing to give up that 
honour which cometh from the world, and to 
seek that honour which cometh from God onfy: 
he found it perfectly easy to believe. Will m; 
dear friend try this short and easy way ? O gif 
up your reputation! Consent to a fellowshf 
with Him who "made Himself of no reput 
tion;" "who, for the joy that was set befc 
Him, endured the cross, despising the shar 
and is set down at the right hand of the thrr 
of God." For " consider Him that endured v 
contradiction of &inueis against Himself," 
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resolve, if need be, to follow His example of 
patient endurance. Be willing, in obedienoe to 
the command of the High and Holy One, to 
"sanctify the Lord God in your heart, and let Him 
be your fear and your dread." " Come out, and 
be separate " in verity and in profession, " touch 
not the imclean thing ; " and then the promise at 
once meets you, " I will receive you." But be 
assured, on the authority of God's word, that 
you will not be able to believe with the heart, 
until you are willing to make confession with 
the mouth. The purpose of God in making us 
the receivers of His grace is, that we may be its 
tUspenaera also. "Give, and it shall be given 
you." 

K all of your denomination who are in heart 
believers in the attainment of holiness as a doc- 
trine of the Bible, should stand out fearlessly in 
the defence of truth, what a revolution might be 
produced 1 Perhaps it is only for ^ou to come 
out with an avowal of your views, in order to 
bring others to the point who are standing in 
about the same position as yourself. If you 
have more influence than some others, for this 
talent, which might be so favourably used on this 
subject, you are responsible. 

The churches are gradually coming to the 
light. It is my earnest prayer that the Lord 
may raise up instruments in the denomination 
to which you belong, to hold up this precious 
light. How do you know but it may be t\i<^ 
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design of God to assign you a prominent place 

among those instruments, so that you may say 

rejoicingly,— 

"And I enjoy the glorious shame, 
The scandal of the Cross ? " 

The Lord save you from dedinihg this honour,' 

if it be His will concerning you. But should it 

be given you in behalf of Christ, not only to 

believe on His name, but also to suffer for His 

sake, why not glory in this your inheritance? 

Your Saviour hath said, ^* Blessed are ye when 

men shall hate you, and when they shall Mparate 

you from their convpcmy, and shall reproach you, 

and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of 

Man's sake. Eejoice, and be exceeding glad, 

and leap for joy ; for great is your reward in 

heaven : for in like manner did their fathers unto 

the Prophets." 

Yours, &c. 




LETTER XXXVIII. TO THE EEV. ME. 

H . 

We have daily been expecting the return of 

brother W , to forward the enclosed ten 

dollars, which, though he is now absent firom 
us, have been gained in part through his instru- 
mentality, in answer to your request, for your 
friend, who, though poor in this world, is, it 
seems, rich in faith. Heaven's nobility often 
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g;oes incog, here on earth. It is an honour to be 

coveted, to be counted meet — 

"After our lowly Lord to go, 
And serve the heirs of heaven below." 

And now, what cheer, dear brother? Is your 
blessed Saviour still in close companionship with 
you P Let me say, to the praise of His grace, 
that I have never proved His sustaining power 
more gloriously than of late. The significant 
passage, " For ye are dead, and your life is hid 
with Christ in God," has been apprehended in 
my recent experience so deeply, that language 
fails to express what I would say. 

Some views which I received on the memorable 
hour, when I was permitted, through the blood 
of the everlasting covenant, to enter within the 
veil, have recurred to my mind with much force 
within a few days. They were the communica- 
tions of the Spirit, and, as such, I am sure will 
ever be useful to me. I do not remember ever 
to have mentioned them to you ; and it has been 
urged upon my mind, that it may be well to 
present them to my beloved brother. 

Just prior to the reception of these views, it 
had been suggested that I might be called to 
testily of this grace before hundreds and thou- 
sands. In view of this, it was proposed, " Can 
you do it ? " I was startled at the thought 1 
Not from an unwillingness to profess the 
blessing before an assembled universe, if such 
were the wiU of God concerning me-, but t\i^ 
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remembrance came up -before me of tbe many 
times I had resolved to confess Christ before 
men, and had failed by yielding to the plausible 
reasonings of the deceiver. " How possible to 
mistake duty ! " with a variety of similar sug- 
gestions, would be urged, until the opportunity 
had passed ; and when too late, my foe stood 
ready to taunt me with the victoiy he had gained 
And now it was suggested, that this was the way 
I should lose the blessing, and you will not won- 
der that I was startled at the thought. 

I saw it was necessary that some principles 
should be established in my mind, relative to 
what might constitute duty on this point. The 
matter was resolved thus. On any occaaicHi, 
when I had reason to believe that a declaration 
of what God had done for my soul might be 
helpful to my own spiritual interests, even though 
another might not be specially benefitted, this 
should fix the duty relative to my own soul, and 
might have a bearing upon my neighbour also, 
inasmuch as I was but a part of the great body, 
and, for the ultimate good of the whole, it was 
needM that I should be in a healthful state. 

You may at once perceive by analogy, how my 
duty to my neighbour, in relation to confession, 
was made plain also. After perceiving what 
should constitute duty, I was enabled to resolve, 
that if it literally cost me my life to go forward, 
I would make that sacrifice rather than yield to 
the shrinkings of the flesh. 
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It was at this point that the Lord gave me to 
see more fully the nature of the blessed state 
upon which I had entered. I had said, " Into 
Thy hands I commit my spirit : for Thou hast 
redeemed me, O Lord Grod of truth." It was 
suggested, " Had your spirit actually returned to 
the Qod who gave it, at the time you made this 
solemn surrender, and were it said, after having 
mingled for a little time in adoration with the 
burning spirits before the throne, * You are now 
required to return for a little time to earth, to 
confess Christ before men, as a Saviour, able to 
save unto the uttermost,' would you hesitate in 
declaring the object of your mission before 
hundreds and thousands ? " 

I at once perceived that I would have no more 
to do with the world, so far as being influenced 
by its opinions, than would Gabidel, or any 
inhabitant of heaven who might be commissioned 
for the performance of a work on earth ; and my 
boming spirit only needed an angel's wing to 
bear it through the habitable earth, to proclaim 
*' full salvation through faith in the blood of the 
Lamb." I now apprehended in my experience 
the meaning of the prayer, " Thy will be done in 
earth as it is done in heaven." The beautiful 
words of our poet, — 



(C 



Let us, to perfect love restored, 
Thine image here retrieve. 

And, in the knowledge of our Lord, 
The life of angds Uve,? — 



216 FAITH AND ITS BlflfBOTS. 

had power and point in them. In experiment^ 
yerity I now realized the trath of the Sayionr^s 
words : " Ye are not of the world, but I have 
chosen you out of the world : therefore thewoild 
hateth you." How unreasonable did it appear 
to expect sympathy from the world, Clnist's 
ayowed enemy 1 Let us conjecture, dear brother 

H , what might be the sentiments that would 

inspire one of those angel spirits who haye been . 
centuries past doing the will of God in heayen. 
Were it said to such a one, **You are conunis' 
sioned by the will of your holy Soyereign to 
perform a mission to earth. It may require 
threescore and ten years of time, according to 
earthly computation ; and while there, you must 
lay aside your angel wing, and your flaming 
spirit must be enshrined in justsudi a form as 
mortals wear, and to the yarious yicissitudes to 
which men are subject you must submit:'' — ^he 
comes 1 But conceiye the sentiments whidi 
inspire him to action. Is he influenced to be as 
much like the world as he may be, or does his 
ardour in the performance of his work reproye 
the world, and show a regardlessness of its smiles 
or frowns P And in relation to the reception of 
his message, has he not such an assurance that 
it is not his own, but the message of his Lord, 
as to make it his only concern to deliyer it 
faithfully, that he may, in the most expeditious 
manner, accomplish his great work ? Think you 
not that the aspiiatious of his heayen-bom soul 
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might incline him to efforts far more ardent than 
the children of this world, or even some pro- 
fessed Christians, might think necessary ? 

And now, let me make my boast in the Lord, 
and say, Somewhat similar are the sentiments 
which have influenced my heart ever since I was 
enabled, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to set 
myself apart wholly for God. O what a dead* 
ness to the world do I continually realize! I 
have received the sentence of death in myself, 
that I should not trust in myself, but in Him 
that raiseth the dead; and I experimentally 
apprehend that He hath raised me to entire new- 
ness of life. I feel that I have but one work, 
and that is to do the will of my Heavenly Father. 
Heaven is my home. Christ is my Saviour. 
Exalted be His name for ever I 

Yours, &c. 



LETTER XXXIX. TO THE REV. MR. 

M . 

Our beloved brother M.'s letter should not 
have remained so long unanswered, had time per- 
mitted an earlier reply. You make several im- 
portant inquiries, which it would give me much 
pleasure to answer, were my abilities equal to my 
wishes. Not that I regard the subjects of in- 
quiry as obscure, for to my mind they appear 
plain ; but because, as one says, " it iahaid^AtcsA 

u 
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words, in the language of men, to explain tlie 
deep things of God/* 

'' What is the witnem qf the Spirit ?** stands 
first in importance amcmg your questiofns. In 
answer to this inquiry, Mr. Wesley says some- 
thing like this : '' It is an inward impression on 
the soul, whereby the Spirit of God immediately 
and directly witnesses to our spirit, thai the 
grace which we have desired is imparted." With 
me, this witness has, I think, inrariably been 
given the moment I have nnwafoeringly belxered 
God. We have received of that Spirit whereby 
" we hnow the things freely given to us of God." 
*'The Spirit itaey beareth witness with our 
spirit.'* Li all my experience God has honoured 
an implicit reliance on His word; and imme- 
diately on believing, my heart is ready to ex- 
claim, " He that believeth hath the witness in 
himself.'* 

I cannot well conceive how it may be other- 
wise, than that the believing one should reoeive, 
and in conscious possession enjoy, the precise 
object which his faith has grasped. Accord- 
ing to our faith it is done unto us. *' Said I 
not unto thee, that if thou wouldest beUeve, 
thou shouldest see the salvation of Qod?" 
"Paith is the whstanoe of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen." If I may 
have so much confidence in the promissoiy 
note of a fellow-man, as to make it at (mce 
available for whatever articles I may need in 
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foody raiment, &c., with how much stronger con- 
fidenoe may I say of the promissory notes of my 
Heavenly Father, " Faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seenl" 
Christ says, " The words I speak unto you, they 
are ^irit and they are /i/fe." And where are 
the wonderful words thus endued with spirit and 
^ to be found? Surely it were wisdom to 
know ; for who would have the temerity to pro- 
nounce a fidth resting on these lioely oracles, a 
dead faith? 

" Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend 
into heaven? that is, to bring Okrist down from 
above; or. Who shall descend into the deep? 
that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead. 
But what saith it? The Wobd is nigh thee, 
even in thy mouth and in thy heart :" here " the 
Wobd " is used as being identical with Christ, — 
the eternal Word speaking in person. Thus it 
is that I apprehend, in resting upon the Wobd, 
I rest upon Christ as truly as though the WoBt* 
were again made flesh, and dwelt among uf. 
These important truths, I trust, I have realized 
in my experience for more than ten years past ; 
and it looks to me strangely incongruous for 
one to say, " I believe, and yet have not the wit- 
ness in myself." This form of expression, or 
something similar to it, is not unusual with 
many sincere persons, who probably do not per- 
ceive the enormity of their fault. In our com- 
munications with each other, each is conscious 

u 2 
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whether he has confidence, and reposes unwaver- 
ingly on the words of the other. How un- 
reasonable, then, is the idea, that we now 
receive the communications of the Holy Spirit 
through the written word, and have not the 
witness, or, in other words, the internal con- 
sciousness that we do believe ! 

"What is the evidence of entire sanctifica- 
tion ? " is another inquiry. How might an offerer 
at the Jewish altar arrive at an evidence that his 
offering was sanctified P In the first place, God 
had explicitly made known just the sacrifice 
required, and the manner in which it should be 
presented. If the offerer had complied with 
these requirements, he, of course, knew that he 
had done so, or, in other words, had the testi- 
mony of his own spirit to assure him of this 
fact. In immediate connexion with this, the 
witness of the Holy Spirit is given as a conse- 
quence of relying upon the faithfulness of God. 
The moment his offering was laid upon the altar, 
he had the evidence of God's word that his offer- 
ing was sanctified. " But is there not an evi- 
dence apart from the word ?" The Holy Spirit 
always speaks to my heart by the word; and 
when I believe it, let me again say, that I at 
once experimentally apprehend, as Christ hath 
said, that His "words are spirit and life." 
David says, "Thou hast magni^ed Thy wobd 
above all Thy name." If the word were only 
looked upon in the light which emanates from 
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it, the exclamation would never again be heard, 
** What I believe with no other evidence than 
the word!" If the word is given as identical 
with Christ Himself, the same as though His 
living voiee were sounding in our ear, then we 
who believe it maj with strong confidence ex* 
daim, '* He that believeth hath the witness in 
himself r' *'The Spirit itself beareth witness 
with our spirit," &c. 

And yet another inquiry: "By what marks 
may we know that we are sanctified?" I am 
endeavouring to meet your questions in the 
order in which they st«md in your letter; but 
the foregoing infers that we now have the testi- 
mony of our own spiidt, and also the Spirit 
bearing witness with oim,, that we are whoUy 
sanctified. We were brought into this state by 
reposing all upon Christ. If we abide in Christ, 
we shall walk even as He walked. Our sympa- 
thies will be blended with His. The pray^, — 

"My spirit to Calvary bear. 

To «j^ and triumph ?dtli Thee,*' — 

irill be answered in our experience. We shall 
as truly submit to be with Jesus as the Man of 
Sorrows, in labours abundant for the salvation of 
the perishing, as on the mount, beholding His 
excdient glory. But where might I cease in 
enumerating the marks by which we may know 
that we are whoUy sanctified ? " Let this mind 
be in you which was in Christ Jesus," is perhaps 
as marked a characteristic as can be given. If 

u 3 
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we have the mind which was in Christ, it wiQ 
induce a life which will correspond, in a degree, 
with what His was when on earth. Such a life 
may, in return, bring upon us trials which will 
mark our onward progress, much in the same 
way as was His when on earth; for, "In the 
world ye shall have tribulation." 

The beginning of my confidence has generally 

been as *' the light which shineth more and more 

unto the perfect day.*' The way in which my 

heart has become divinely assured, has not been 

by svdden disclosures of truth, or extraordinaiy 

internal or external manifestations, but generally 

by a solemn conviction that Grod caimot be 

unfaithful. He cannot deny Himself; but, as 

the immutable Jehovah, is ever bound by the 

law of His nature to fulfil His promises to the 

trusting one. The rest of my soul has been, not 

in extraordinary emotion, but " in qmetness and 

assurance." '* Knowledge and stability shall be 

the strength of thy times." So saith the Spirit 

by the Prophet Isaiah, and these words happily 

exhibit what my experience has been. " We who 

believe do enter into rest ;" yet it is not enough 

that I, by a definite cict of faith, entered. That 

act was but one of the many successive acts by 

which I am accomplishing my passage to the 

skies : " For therein is the righteousness of God 

revealed from faith to faith, as it is written. The 

just shall live by faith." The work of the 

Father, the Word, and the Spirit, seems, to my 
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apprehension, to have been equally blended, both 
in bringing me into this state, and in sustaining 
me since I have entered. Of the Spirit it is 
said, "He shall not speak of Himself;" and 
His silent operations on the heart may not 
- always at once be discerned as distinct from the 
testimony of our own spirit. Yet we should 
ever bear in mind, that whatever revelations of 
the Father or the Son are made to the believing 
heart, they are all the work of the Holy Spirit. 

It is thus, my dear brother, I am enabled to 
rqoioe in the conscious operations of the Holy 
Spirit on my heart. In receiving the Bible as 
the voice of the Spirit, I take the glorious reve- 
lations therein set forth as revelations made by 
the Spirit, to exhibit God the Father and the 
Son to my believing soul. The ineffable glories of 
the Father and the Son could never in any degree 
have been apprehended, had not the Spirit taken 
of the things of God and revealed them ; and it 
is thus, my beloved brother, that we through 
the eternal Spirit are brought into communion 
and fellowship with the Father and the Son. 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit, be with you ! Amen. 

Your Sister in Jesus. 
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LETTER XL. TO MISS S- 



Brother and sister — — are now with na. 
They desire me to present their warmest Chris- 
tian regards. We feel it to be a great priyil^ 
to enjoy the society of these precious disciples ol 
the Lord Jesus. They bear the divine impress 
so truly, that it tells with great sweetness and 
power on the entire circle in which they move. 
How often, in beholding these burning and 
shining lights, have I ejaculated,-— 

" JesTu, let all Thy lovers shine 
niustrions as the sun, 
And bright with borrow'd rays divine 
Their glorions circuit run 1 " 

You speak of your friend, a Minister who is 
promulgating the opinion, that a soul justified 
is also, and at the same time, fully sanctified. 
That the soul is partially sanctified when brought 
into a state of adoption, is, I belieye, scripturaUy 
correct. But, on the contrary, the notion that 
at the moment of adoption the entire sanctifica* 
tion of body, soul, and spirit is accomplishedt 
is, I believe, dangerous heresy; — dangerous, 
inasmuch as it induces the Lord's redeemed ones 
to stop short of the prize of their high calling. 

You and I profess to be Wesleyan in our 
views, and you know Mr. Wesley took much 
pains to arrest this unscriptural doctrine, which 
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began to develope itself in his day. I say un- 
scriptural, because it cannot be legitimately 
drawn from the Bible. Its partisans affirm that 
it may, but with no more truth than other 
dogmas of the day are said to be thus deduced. 

Paul Was writing to his Christian brethren, 
when, presenting to their view the promises of 
conformity to the divine image, he says, " Hav- 
ing these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse 
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and 
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of the 
Lord." Would the Apostle have urged them to 
the attainment of a state of entire holiness, were 
they already in the enjoyment of it? Surely 
they had not yet cleansed themselves from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, when he thus 
exhorted them. 

On another occasion, Paul addresses his breth- 
ren thus : "I could not speak unto you as unto 
spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes 
in Christ." Here, then, were babes in Christ, 
for inspiration acknowledges their adoption ; but 
yet they could not be addressed as wholly spirit- 
ual. In view of their many unsanctified doings, 
they had merited the reproofs of the Apostle. 
The significant question, ** Are ye not carnal?" 
seems to leave room for the conjecture, that 
some even in that day might have had an im- 
pression that they were wholly spiritual, as a 
concomitant of their adoption. Paul seemingly 
presents their wrong-doing as a proof that they 
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were not whoUy sanctified; and, in the manner 
above stated, urges them on to the attainm^t 
of that state. • 

The same Apostle, in writing to the Thessa- 
lonians, in affectionate acknowledgment of their 
spiritual condition, — children of his ' heavenly 
Father, — says, ** We beseech you, brethren, and 
exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye hav« 
received of us how ye ought to walk and to 
please God, so ye would abound more and more. 
For ye know wfiat commandmeiUs we gave yoa 
by the Lord Jesus." Now, mark the command 
to which first and special reference is here made: 
** This is the will of God, even your sanetpieth 
tion'' If abready wholly sanctified, why this 
solemn declaration? I 

In closing up his Epistle, he again reminds 
them of his absorbing desire for their entire 
sanctification by the prayer, " The very God of ti 
peace sanctify you wholly ; and I pray Gtod that p 
your whole spirit, and soul, and body be pre- :li 
served blameless unto the coming of our Lord ,p 
Jesus Christ. Faithful is He that hath called j^ 
you, who also will do it." | ( 

Had Paul been disposed to urge upon his 
brethren the views advocated by the Minister 
you have mentioned, he might have said, " My 
brethren, beloved in the Lord, when you were 
first brought nigh by the blood of Jesus, and 
freely justified by His grace, then ye were no 
more in any degree carnal, but were wholly 
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sanctified, throughout spirit, soul, and body. If, 
by your subsequent daily, yet nearer, approaches 
to the Sun of Eighteousness, any remains of the 
carnal mind be discovered, it is because you have 
either fallen from grace, or, what is more probable, 
have been mistaken in thinking yourselves con- 
verted at all ; for if you were ever truly convert- 
ed, you were at the same time wholly sanctified." 
I have spoken of this imscriptural, anti- 
Weskyan doctrine, as dangerous heresy; and 
would not either of the foregoing alternatives 
be calculated to tell disastrously on the soul 
convinoed of the necessity of entire sanctifica- 
tion P To yield to the impression that he had 
fallen from grace, and that the enemy, which 
had been entirely expelled, had been permitted 
to re-enter, were only calculated to move him 
to seek for a re-instatement in his former condi- 
tion ; whereas his true state is that of increased 
proximity to the Sun of Eighteousness, and the 
heavenly radiations have only been permitted to 
penetrate his soul in order that the discovered 
deficiencies may be fully removed by the aU- 
deansing power of his Saviour. Thus, such as 
God hath not grieved would be grieved, and, 
instead of being encouraged to dn onward course, 
from the conviction that he had been gaining a 
more thorough knowledge of his necessities by 
drawing nearer to God, he is driven back to first 
principles, laying again the foundation of repent- 
ance from dead works, and of faith toward God. 
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On the other hand, if the light revealing the 
remains of the carnal mind be resisted by sub- 
mitting to the wrong teaching of men, rather 
than the oracles of God, the consequences would 
be yet more disastrous than the former alternative. 
" A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump." 
Could Satan devise a scheme better suited to 
his purpose of getting the soul partially or 
wholly under his control, than to induce us to 
wrap ourselves in the persuasion that sin is all 
destroyed, while the remains of corruption are 
still working within? No wonder that he so 
often transforms himself into an angel of light, by 
getting Ministers, and now and then other good 
persons, to help him by their sophistry in defend- 
ing this doctrine. I have myself witnessed sin- 
gular incongruities in theory and practice on the 
part of some who, with an exhibition of unhal- 
lowed zeal, have defended these views, while, at 
the same time, and by their own confession, 
their experience and theory were contradicting 
each other. It was said to one of these on one 
occasion, ** Brother, are you living in a state of 
justification?" " Yes," was the reply. "And 
have you the evidence that you are wholly sano* 
tified?" "No." 

This is a subject on which I feel much interest ; 
for with much pain I have witnessed its baneful 
effects. I had intended to say more, but will 
write to you soon again. 

As ever, in love. 
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LETTER XLI. TO MISS S- 



Your own experience furnishes such conclu- 
sive testimony relative to the two states, justifi- 
cation and sanctification, that I do not wonder 
at the solicitude you express in reference to 
Ministers who so recklessly controvert this 
point. I very much venerate the opinions of 
Mr. Wesley, the founder of Methodism, under 
God. But I am so constituted, that it seems to 
be a habit which the law of my nature demands, 
to analyse sentiments, let them come from whom 
they may, before I can reaUy receive them as 
my own. Thus I seemed to be turned away 
from all mere human opinions, previous to enter- 
ing into a state of justification. In like manner, 
yet with more distinctness, prior to apprehend- 
ing the state of sanctification, was I turned 
away from human helps, '' to the law and to the 
testimony." I have already informed you of 
the clear witness of justification which preceded 
my entering into the enjoyment of holiness, and 
the distinctness of my perceptions relative to my 
absolute need of that state. And then, on being 
led by the Spirit through the blood of the ever- 
lasting covenant into the holiest, you know 
something of the manner in which the Holy 
Spirit took of the things of God, and revealed 
them unto me. I could just as well doubt my 

X 
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existence this moment, as doubt my own justi- 
fication some time previous to being brought 
into a state of sanctification. This I know was 
brought about by the teachings of the Spirit 
through the ward; for every progressive step, as 
you may remember, was distinctly directed, by 
the waymarks laid down in the word of God. 

It is now no small satisfaction for me to know 
that the views received, by thus carefully testing 
every onward movement by the law and the tes- 
timony, are so fiilly in accordance with Mr. 
Wesley's views of Bible truth. The more I 
search the Scriptures, the more I am confirmed 
in the belief that Wesley was a man eminently 
taught of God, and " mighty in the Scriptures." 
The deeply devoted of all denominations seem 
to be verging toward that point, " the unity of 
the faith," where the watchmen see eye to eye. 
Should it not be cause of gratitude with those 
who adhere to Mr. Wesley's expositions of Bible 
truth, that as the watchmen in Zion approach 
the point of union in view, they seem more and 
more to appreciate the Wesleyan theology ? 

I know these sentiments might seem egotistic, 
should they fall under the eye of some. But I 
think I may be permitted to speak with a degree 
of assurance. Perhaps few have had better 
opportunity to judge on this subject than myself. 
Though your stay in our city was short, yet, by 
your visits at our house, and your attendance on 
the Tuesday afternoon meetings, it is easy for. 
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you to imagine the ground on which the watch- 
men may see eye to eye, — the point at which we 
may arrive, where we may find ourselves "in 
the unity of the faith." It is a usual thing for 
Ministers of different denominations to meet 
with us on the common ground of holiness. 
Here we may say, — 

''Even now we speak and think the same. 
And cordially agree ; 
United all in Jesus' name. 
In perfect harmony." 

I have observed at one meeting, side by side, 
Presbyterian, Baptist, Congregationalist, Mora- 
vian, and Methodist brethren, united in senti- 
ment, heaven beaming in their countenances, 
sitting under the banner of love, breathing the 
atmosphere of heaven. 

But I have digressed. I began with the in- 
tention of responding to what has been said by 
those Ministers among us who maintain that 
they are one in doctrine with Mr. Wesley on 
this point, — ^that, when justified, we are at the 
same time fully sanctified. Mr. Wesley cannot 
be made to favour these views without greatly 
distorting his words. 

I have just been at pains to get his precise 
words on this subject : " From what has been 
said, we may easily learn the mischievousness of 
that opinion, that we are wholly sanctified when 
we are justified ; that our hearts are then cleansed 
from all sin. It is true, we are then delivered, 

X 2 
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as was observed before, from the dominion of 
outward sin, and, at the same time, the power 
of inward sin is so broken, that we need no 
longer follow or be led by it ; but it is by no 
means true, that inward sin is then totally 
destroyed, that the root of pride, self-will, anger, 
and love of the world, is then taken out of the 
heart, or that the carnal mind, and the heart 
bent to backslidings, are entirely extirpated. 
And to think the contrary, is not, as some sup- 
pose, a harmless mistake. No ; it does imfnense 
harm ; it entirely blocks up the way to any fur- 
ther change ; for it is manifest, * They that are 
whole do not need a physician, but they that are 
sick.' If, therefore, we think we are quite made 
whole ab*eady, there is no room to seek any fur- 
ther healing. On this supposition it is absurd 
to expect a further deliverance from sin, whether 
gradual or instantaneous." 

Mr. Wesley, in another place, goes on to bring 
other arguments against this " new and unscrip- 
tural doctrine," as he terms it, which I may not 
now take room to transcribe ; at the close of 
which he says, "I cannot, therefore, by any 
means receive the assertion that there is no sin 
in a believer from the moment he is justified. 
First, because it is contrary to the whole tenor 
of Scripture. Secondly, because it is contrary 
to the experience of the children of God. Thirdly, 
because it is absolutely new, never heard of in 
the world till yesterday. And lastly, because it 
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is naturally attended with the most fatal con- 
sequences ; not only grieving those whom God 
hath not grieved, but perhaps dragging them 
into everlasting perdition." I have quoted 
largely, but you may not have his Works at hand ; 
and as I believe I have not read the portion 
here given for years, I have bewi glad of the 
opportunity of again refreshing my own mind. 
Had I known that my views of Scripture on this 
point 80 nearly accorded in word with his, I 
might before have given his in place of my 
own. 

These views accord with the religious experi- 
ence of men of all ages. After David had said, 
" He hath brought me up out of a horrible pit, 
out of the miry day," he farther said, " and 
established my goings." Doubtless this estahlish' 
ing grace was given in answer to the prayer, 
"Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin:" "Create in me a 
clean heart, O God." Previous to the Day of 
Pentecost the disciples could dispute among 
themselves which should be the greatest ; and 
Thomas could not believe unless he saw signs 
and wonders. Various other wrong doings ex- 
hibited the remains of carnality among them. 
After the full baptism of the Holy Ghost was 
given, strifes, cowardice, and unbelief, were put 
away, and, in entire devotion to the service of 
Christ, they gave themselves up to the work of 
establishing His kingdom on earth. Uneqaivocsl 

X 3 
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demonstration was given that the old leaven was 
purged out. 

What a great cloud of witnesses has since 
arisen ! By the word of their testimony, and 
the blood of the Lamb, they have overcome. 
Thousands of living witnesses could now be 
adduced of the attainableness of this state. But 
O how important it is that those who have 
entered this rest should be explicit in their tes- 
timony 1 It was not only through the " blood 
of the Lamb," but by the " ward qf their fe»- 
tiimmy^^ that they of whom St. John spake 
overcame. 

I am reminded of Caleb and Joshua, who, 
after having spied out the good land, gave in 
" the word of their testimony " thus : " We are 
well able to go up and possess the good land." 
Had only a few more of the spies added their 
voice to the weight of Caleb and Joshua's testi- 
mony, is it probable that the Israelites would 
have yielded to their doubts, whether Grod would 
bring them into the land which He had promised, 
saying, " Go up and possess it ? " 

Ah I little do those who are not adding their 
voice to the testimony, " We are well able," &c., 
think how the cause may be suffering through 
their deficiency. The carcasses of those who fell 
in the wilderness furnish a faint resemblance of 
the many thousands who have been brought out 
of spiritual Egypt, and are now conunanded to 
go up and possess — 
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" The land of rest firom inbred sin, 
The land of perfect holiness ;*' 

but who, because of unbelief, refuse to go up. 
AJas for the thousands who fall or hare fallen in 
the wilderness ! I sometimes fear that the blood 
of many of these may be found on the skirts of 
old professors, who, though they may have spied 
out the good land, do nevertheless by their own 
experience virtually say, " We are not able to go 
up and possess it." 

Mr. Wesley, in his Sermon, " Let us goon unto 
ferfection^^ says, " That the doing of this is a 
point of the utmost importance, the Apostle 
intimates in the next words, * This will we do, 
if Grod permit. For it is impossible for those 
who were once enlightened, and have tasted of 
the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of 
the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good word 
of Gk)d, and the powers of the world to come, 
if they shall fall away, to renew them again unto 
repentance.' (Heb. vi. 3-6.) As if he had said. 
If we do not * go on to perfection,' we are in 
the utmost danger of falling away. And if we 
do fall away, it is impossible (that is, exceedingly 
hard) to renew us again to repentance." 

I have indeed written a long letter, but you 
are so critically and also responsibly circum- 
stanced with respect to the topics presented, that 
I will not apologize. 

Your devoted Friend. 
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LETTER XLII. TO ME. C- 



You say that you know you must be willing 
and obedient, if you would eat the good of the 
land. I have thought, my dear brothcar C, that 
the Lord had taken much pains to teach you 
this lesson ; but has not your experience taught 
you, that it is one thing to receive a lesson, and 
quite another thing to retain itP My heart 
assures me, my precious brother, that you are 
sincere before God ; and as you have earnestly 
asked my advice, I am sure you wish me to be 
candid. 

Pennit me, then, to say, that grace, I thinks 
has done much for you. I see no reason to con^ 
elude, that you have been mistaken as to your 
state, in conceiving it to be one of consecration 
to God ; but yet I have observed what, by some, 
might be deemed discrepancies between your 
coDduct and profession, which may retard your 
own progress, and also hinder your success in 
testifying of Christ as your full Saviour. L^ 
me instance. Not long since, you were asked to 
take part in the exercises of a meeting where 
your services were really required. It was evident 
that there was not another present to take your 
place ; but you yielded to the shrinking of the 
jdesh, and declined before several who do not 
profess to be wholly sanctified, saying, " I do 
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not feel free to it/' Here was one professing to 
be wholly sanctified, unwilling to perform a duty 
rendered obvious by the providence of God ; and 
how could those not professing the blessing re- 
concile the conduct and the profession ? K the 
thoughts of most present had been uttered, 
doubtless the response of many hearts had been, 
" What do ye more than others ? " I must con- 
fess that, though fully aware of the sincerity of 
brother C, yet I could not but feel that a pro- 
fession carried out thus was hardly to be desired. 

Imagine that the Saviour, when about to bear 
the cross up the hill of Calvary for you, had 
yielded to the shrinkings of nature,, and said, " I 
do not feel free to it." You have given your- 
self up to follow the Lamb, whithersoever He 
goeth ; but I need not say to you, that you can- 
not do this, unless you take up your cross daily ^ 
and follow after Him. The warfare is against 
the world, ihe fleshy and Satan. Doubtless every 
successive day of our pilgrimage will present 
" something still to do or bear," from which the 
flesh may shrink ; but shall we yield ? If so, 
we are the servants of him whom we obey. 
But I am persuaded better things of brother C, 
though I thus speak. 

I am thankful that your Heavenly Father re- 
proved you on the occasion referred to. In His 
great love He sometimes permits us to be con- 
vinced, by painful experience, of our errors. 
We who are parents take pains to instruct our 
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children, in order that they may gradually com* 
to a knowledge of the various dnties of life ; and, 
after having once clearly assured them of a duty, 
we expect them to act accordingly. We do not 
condemn a chilcl for not knowing ; but if he dis-* 
obeys subsequently to his being convinced of 
duty, then eondemnaium follows. Now, dear 
brother, in more instances than the one referred 
to, have I feared that you would come under 
condemnation. Your Lord and Master says, 
" I will instruct thee, and teach thee in the way 
which thou shalt go; I will guide thee with 
Mine eye." How quiet and gentle His sway 1 
It is true, IJe holds the reins which are to guide 
us through all the vicissitudes of life, and its 
various duties ; yet they are held by the hand of 
Infinite Wisdom and Love ; and the silken cord; 
which holds us in the way, is a bond of love. I 
heard one, who is now eminent for the holiness 
and usefulness of her life, say, on her first 
entrance upon the way, "I resolved to obey 
every intimation of the Holy Spirit, even the 
faintest of them." Richly does her experience 
prove the faithfulness of God : " The willing and 
the obedient shall eat the good of the land." 

If I were to be guided by the eye of another, 
what constant watchfulness were necessary ! but 
if my inmost heart were wholly possessed with 
the idea, that to turn my attention off firom 
that eye of light were to leave me, perhaps in 
one moment, to take a step which might end in 
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darkness, misery, and death; whereas, on the 
other hand, ob^enoe to its dictates were only 
submitting to what was, in the highest degree, 
necessary for my well-being,^-0 that were bliss 
indeed 1 What a privilege to be guided by an 
eye whose every motion is dictated by lore, 
— ^infinite love I Turn to the thirty-second 
Psahn, and read from the eighth verse to the 
dose. How evident it is, that our Heavenly 
Father would have us obey the gentle moni- 
tions of His Spirit ! " Be not as the horse, or 
as the mule, which have no understanding; 
whose mouth must be held in with bit and 
bridle." How our hearts yearn in love over 
a chUd who exhibits a ceaseless desire to know 
and obey our wishes ! Such a child may my 
dear brother C. ever be. 

I am endeavouring to be willing and obedi- 
ent ; yet it is by painful experience that I have 
occasionally learned some useful lessons. I will 
attempt to give you a glance at the way in which 
a few of these were learned ; and I think the rela- 
tion may help to expose the devices of Satan. A 
few days after I first received the witness of 
holiness, I was at a meeting where there was 
a number of persons deeply agonized in spirit 
for the salvation of God. Some were groaning 
for justifying grace, and others for full redemp- 
tion. O, thought I, if there were only some 
one here to talk about the simple way of sal- 
vation by faith! "Why do you not do it?" 
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was suggested. 0, thought I, it would require 
a special commission to undertake a duty so 
formidable; for among the suppliants for full 
salvation were one or more Ministers, and other 
persons of influence. I was at a camp-meeting, 
and J hastened to a retired place, that I might, 
without interruption, inquire of God. But I 
had scarcely knelt, before I received the gentle 
chidings of the Spirit thus : " Did you not, in 
supplicating guidance for the day, ask that you 
might be filled with the knowledge of the will 
of God, with all wisdom and spiritual under- 
standing? When you asked, did you not be- 
lieve that you received the thing you desired? 
Why then did you not let your conduct cor- 
respond with your faith, by acting promptly ? " 
Before I called, God had answered, and I has^ 
tened back to the meeting; but it was only 
to learn that my omission had frustrated the 
design of God ; for I had scarcely reached the 
place before the meeting was closed, preparatory 
to public exercises from the stand. I felt so 
deeply mortified that Satan should thus have 
robbed me of this opportunity for usefulness, 
that I believe I have not needed a repetition 
of the lesson. 

A short time after this I was at a lovefeast. 
My heart was rejoicing in the blessedness of full 
salvation; and the privilege of sounding it 
abroad to the ends of the earth would, indeed, 
have been blissful. It was presented^ "You 
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have mentioned it before in this church ; 
and, perhaps, most here have heard your expe- 
rience on this point; and here are others who 
profess to eigoy this blessing, yet they do not 
speak so definitely nor so often on that subject, 
and it will appear more humble to be more 
reserved." I concluded I would not speak defi- 
mtely of enjoying the blessing, but would leave 
it to be inferred. I rose to testify, but felt no 
liberty. I was startled, said but little, and 
sat down. I thought, *' Can it be that it was 
not my duty to speak?" No, that duty was 
dear. " If the Lord required the testimony, why 
did He not help me ? " was the next question. I 
inquired the cause. My Saviour was most 
graciously near and precious, and truly did I 
feel that He did not condemn me: but in love 
He assured me, that I had chosen my oum way 
to speak; therefore I had no right to expect 
the special help of the Holy Spirit. I was 
pained indeed. I saw that I had not honoured 
God as I might have done ; yet the transgres- 
sion had not been wilful ; but it surely was one 
which needed the atonement of Christ ; and had 
it not been every moment available, impurity, 
sufficient to banish my soul from His presence, 
had been contracted: yet I still felt that I 
loved God with all my heart ; that I still kept 
all upon the Mar, and, consequently, could 
still say, " The blood of Jesus cleanseth," To 
the praise of God I believe I may say, that 

Y 
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Satan has never again had the advantage of 
me on this point. 

I would urge the importance of looking well 
to the things which we have gained. A lesson 
once learned should ever be retained. We as 
parents would feel ourselves grieved and dis- 
honoured hy a child who is ever learning, and 
never coming to the knowledge which we desire 
rto impart. Our heavenly Eather is intent on 
teaching us the lessons of His grace; and if we 
will not learn otherwise than hyjsainful experi- 
ence, His love may move Him to« treat us accord- 
ingly. Yet in all our afflictions He is afflicted ; 
and shall we move the heart of Infinite Love 
to painful correctives, in order to make and 
keep us right? It is because the bowels of 
compassion are yearning toward us, that He 
says, "Be not as the horse or as the mule." 

may our dear brother C. be guided most 
peacefully and gently, in every heavenward step, 
by tie eye of Love ! 

In other cases than the one in question, have 

1 observed your proneness to shrink from the 
cross. In this you say your heavenly Father 
reproved you; and, doubtless. He has before 
reproved you. It is my impression that the 
next time you do thus, He will remove the light 
of His countenance, and you wiU be numbered 
among the many who once enjoyed the blessing 
of holiness, and have lost it. Think of the 
position in which Israel would have stood, if, 
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after they had once, by the power of God, 
entered upon their promised inheritance, they 
had been driven back again into the wilder- 
ness by their enemies. What cause of triumph 
would this have been to their foes, and how dis- 
honouring to themselves and to their Grod ! O 
what a struggle with the powers of darkness 
had my dear brother before entering this his 
rightful inheritance! and shall his enemies yet 
again prevail, and drive him back? Jesus, 
Captain of our salvation, forbid it ! Sooner cut 
short Thy work in righteousness, and take him 
to Thyself in heaven. 

I have yet a little room on my sheet, and 
there are other lessons which with me have been 
somewhat painfully learned; and, as they in- 
volve points about which we have conversed, 
I will mention them briefly. I told you that 
the Lord had assured me, that it was not for 
me to wait for impelling influences, but rather 
to act from the dictates of a sanctified judgment ; 
and if we render up mind, memory, and will, 
every moment, to Christ, are we not to believe 
He sanctifies all these powers ? We may often 
be required to act with promptness where the 
circumstances will not admit of delay. The 
promptings of the Spirit may often suggest, 
as was said to David, " Do what , is in thy 
heart; for the Lord is with thee;" or with 
Joshua, when he was lying on his face, and 
it was said, "Up; for Israel hath sinned." 

Y % 
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I was present at a meeting for testimony on 
holiness, where, after it had for some time pro- 
gressed most profitably, an influential individual 
arose, and said, among other inexplicable things, 
" When I experienced religion, I was as happy 
as I could live ; but afterward, when my mind 
became interested on the subject of sanctifica- 
tion, I lost all my enjoyment, and have never 
regained it since." I had expected much from 
the meeting, but, for a moment, all seemed lost. 
Several Ministers were present, and I earnestly 
hoped some might defend the precious doctrine 
of holiness &om the aspersion which had been 
implied; but they were silent. I had been 
solicited to be present, to help forward the exer- 
cises of the meeting, and the enemy tauntingly 
suggested, "If you reply by way of reproving 
this brother, it will look as if you were indeed 
willing to be a teacher among teachers." But 
shall any one be left to conceive, &om such 
high authority, (for the one who had spoken 
was a Minister,) that as soon as they really 
resolve on obedience to the command, "Be ye 
holy," they are to lose all their enjoyment in 
religion ? I could not abide the thought, and 
said, " If others will not do their duty by taking 
sides with God, they must settle it before God 
for themselves ; it is the Lord's most precious 
truth which suffers, and He can use this feeble 
instrument in its defence." 

I spoke ; and the Lord not only took care of 
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His truth, but He took care of my iuffuence in 
the minds of those present, as I plainly saw 
afterward. The next day, the individual who 
had spoken so questionably came to me, and 
with tears acknowledged that he had permitted 
his mind to get into great darkness on that 
point. He seemed very sincere in his resolves 
that he would seek till he obtained the blessing. 
It vras only during the ensuing week that I 
was again present, under similar circumstances, 
at a meeting hdd quite remote from the one just 
referred to. A Minister had said, at the open- 
ing of the meeting, "Sister is with us, 

and will instruct us in the way of holiness.'* 
The enemy made this a source of some tempta- 
tion to me, but the way of the Lord seemed to 
be preparing for a baptism of the Spirit, when an 
illitei^e man, seemingly of boisterous habits, 
began to tell of an experience made up of signsr 
and wonders. After telling of great ecstasies, 
he concluded by saying, with much emphasis, 
" Brethren and sisters, if you pre happy, you are 
holy." I longed, for the sake of the cause, that 
some one would set him right; but said the 
enemy, " If you should attempt to do it, they 
would certainly think that you thought yourself 
capable of instructing them." The Spirit said, 
" Stand up in defence of truth : did not God 
take care of your influence last week under 
similar circumstances, and will He not do it 
now?" I lingered, saying in my heart, "The 

T 3 
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views which this person has presented are so 
palpably wrong, that any discerning individual 
may discover their falsity ; '' and thus I reasoned, 
neither really decided not to speak in defence 
of truth, nor fully resolved that I would do so, 
until the gracious influence, which had before 
prevailed, seemed to be withdrawn from the 
meeting, and I saw that I had grieved the Spirit 
of holiness. Never since that time have I dared 
to be otherwise than fearless in the defence of 
truth. I do not judge others; to their own 
Master they stand or fall ; but my duty is plain. 
I have given up my reputation to God; and I 
cannot consistently make a profession of being 
wholly given up to the service of Christ, or of 
having received His Spirit, without standing out 
faithfully in defence of the blessed doctrines 
of the Gospel, and manifesting that spirit by a 
corresponding sympathy, when His cause suffers. 
The Lord help us to " look to ourselves, that 
we lose not those things which we have wrought, 
but that we receive a full reward;" and may we 
ever be found perfect and complete in all the 
will of God 1 

Yours, in the fellowship of the Spirit. 
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LETTER XLIII. TO MKS. D- 



O, IT is indeed a good thing, my sister, that 
the heart be established in grace. If Grod Him- 
self hath pronounced it a good thing, surely it 
must be pre-eminently good. How confirming 
it is to the pious heart to look upon one who, 
year after year, pursues the even tenor of his 
way with undaunted step I God has His 
worthies, even in the present day ; and the eye 
of my mind is just now resting with inexpres- 
sible delight on some of those of whom the 
world is not worthy. I have beheld them while 
the fires of tribulation have burned hotly around 
them, and yet, — 

" Like Moses* bush, 
They flourish nncoiisumed in fire/* 

And again have I beheld them ; and the world, 
the flesh, and Satan, in close array, would fain 
have triiunphed over them; but thus far have 
they overcome by the word of their testimony 
and the blood of the Lamb ; and, stiU strong in 
faith, they endure as seeing Him who is invisible. 
It is not wise to say, " The former days were 
better than these." 

But yet, in view of the extensive provisions 
of grace, taken in connexion with the inspiring 
fact, that " Gx)d is no respecter of persons," how 
small the number of those who excel ! 
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" The King's highway : how narrow is the road I 
How few there be that find it 1 Yet the abode 
Of God — ^the Christiaii's home — ^lies at its end,* 
And none can reach the goal bat they who bend 
With purpose all nnyielding, steady, trae. 
And step nndannted, thoagh all hell pnrsne."' 

Instability is an evil of far greater magnitudd 
than is generally apprehended. It is composed 
of elements wliicli are tvbolly unlike what Grod 
loves. As well might an attempt be tnade ttf 
unite Christ and Belial, as to unite an unstable 
soul enduringly to ''Jesus Christ, tfhe same 
yesterday, to-day, and for* ever.^' 

For the honour of the cause of God, I havd 
greatly desired that the etil of instability might 
be looked upon with the abhorrence which it 
merits. To the degree a thing is unlike God, 
it must be hateful in His sight. With the im- 
mutable Jehovah there is neither vacriableness nor 
shadow of turning. Tet, alas ! how unlike God 
are many who profess to have received His 
ftature ! Their career is but a continual exhibi- 
tion of MriaSleness and turning. On one occa-» 
sion you may find them flaming with ardour in 
the cause of Christ, and seemingly dead to the 
vanities of earth, and again perhaps, in a few 
short months, they are found spiritless and 
worldly. And many there are of a higher grade 
of experience, who sadly mistake the mark here. 
How often, in view of the firm foundation laid 
for their faith, have they said before God, " I 
will believe!" "I do believe I" But when 
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called to endure the trial of their faith, they are 
variable^ and turn away from the beUever's only 
resting-place, forgetful that their yea should be 
^ea, and their nay na^, with God. Ever do 
such find, that "whatsoever is more than this 
Cometh of evil" " Unstable as water, thou 
shalt not excel," was said of one in ancient 
time ; and alas for the cause of holiness, that the 
experience of so many should illustrate the 
melancholy prediction ! 

I wonder why the sealing of the Spirit is not 
oftener an object of special faith and entreaty ? 
The Scriptures present it as the privilege of the 
believer : " After that ye believed, ye were sealed 
with the Holy Spirit of promise." (Eph. i. 3.) 
And again, as though those addressed had 
already received the seal, it is said, " Grieve not 
the Spirit, whereby ye are sealed unto the day 
of redemption." Paul surely had received it, or 
he had not said, " I am persuaded that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from the 
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 
I adore the God of my salvation, by whose 
grace I was moved to plead for the sealing of 
the Hply Spirit. The Bible presented it as my 
privilege, and this was enough to inspire my 
faith in pleading for it. Never did I more con- 
sciously realize that the Spirit itself maketh 
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intercession, than when groaning before God for 
this establishing grace. It was the Holy Spirit 
that placed it distinctly before my mind, as a 
privilege included in the believer's inheritance. 

The believer's inheritance/ How glorious! 
How wonderful the privileges purchased by the 
sufferings and death of the Son of Grod ! all- of 
which are now made over to every child of God; 
through faith in Christ Jesus. When an earthly 
parent leaves bis last will' and' testament, setting 
forth in specific tertns the inheritance bequeathed, 
how minutely does each inheritor examine the 
document, in order to ascertain the extent and 
validity of his claims ! If fearM that his own 
judgment may be defective, he eagerly inquires 
of those who are skilled in law, until assured 
that all tlie privileges granted by virtue of his 
father's will are fully apprehended'. Why are 
not the children of our Heavenly Father more 
ambitious to secure their rights? Truly, the 
childi^en of this world are wiser in their genera- 
tion than the children of light. It was said of 
Ann Cutler, a worthy of Wesley's time, that it 
was her daily practice to search the Scriptures 
with earnest prayer, in order to ascertiEiin just 
what it was her privilege to expect ; and after 
being assured of the will of God concerning her, 
she made it a point never to rest until the pro- 
mised blessing was hers. What an inspiring 
example ! May the Lord help us to do Hkewise ! 

Yours,- &c. 
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LETTEE XUy. TO MES. E- 



My beloved sister and myself were both some- 
what disappointed on the occasion of our rxecent 

interview. But I hope my dear E has 

learned to regard all her disappointments as 
emphatically God's c^ointmmts. If so, obedi*- 
ence to the command, "In eoerything give 
thanks," has become one of your most pleasant 
duties. 

But I fear that this may not be your state 
before God. Tou were unhappy last evening, 
and not only your words, but your very looki^, 
expressed unhappiness. The interview previous 
to that of last evening, which I remember to 
have had with you, was spent in conversation on 
the all-in^portant subject of " hoIjINEss to the 
LoKD," That theme stood absorbingly before 
you, and seemed to be engraven on all your 
intentions. Instead of being much concerned 
about self, and ways and means for the bringing 
about the consummation of your own wishes, 
you were mostly concerned in the establishment 
of the pure and peaceable kingdom of Christ, in 
the hearts of those with wh(Hn you conmiuned. 

Do I mistake, when I say, I fear that it is. not 
altogether with you as in years past ? I believe 
that my beloved sister wishes to stand perfect 
and complete in all the will of God ; and if so, 
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she will bear with me while I breathe aloud 
thoughts and fears which have oppressed my 
heart concerning her. Has not the deceiver, as 
an angel of light, beguiled you by his sophist- 
ries? By turning the eye of your mind so 
intently upon what you deem to be the failings 
of your ^finister, has he not succeeded in turn- 
ing your attention away &om " the beam that is 
in thine own eye P" Had the time whidi has 
been spent by yourself, and a number of your 
friends, in perhaps prayerUiB talking and think- 
ing about your Minister, been spent in seasons 
of fasting and prayer for the holiness of his life 
and the success of his ministrations, he might 
by this time not only haye been eminent as an 
example in faith, in purity, and in doctrine, but 
yourself and your Mends, standing prominent as 
you do in the church, might have been greatly 
instrumental in promoting its purification and 
prosperity. 

The day of eternity only can reveal what loss 
yourself, and friends, and also your Minister^ 
and the cause generally, have sustained by this 
disaffection which you have manifested toward 
your Minister and his administration. Instead 
of holding up his hands, which surely, by the 
ordinary duties of his responsible station, must 
need support, you and your friends have added 
greatly to this accumulated weight. How, O 
how can this course appear in the sight of the 
meek, lowly, loving Saviour, who hath said. 



FRAGMENTS FROM MT POBTFOLIO. 258 

*' Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil 
the law of Christ?" 

" But," say you, " we think him deficient in 
piety ; and though he seems to preach well, yet 
he has other faults ; he is not generally popular, 
and to us his ministrations are not profitable." 
Now, my dear sister, had yourself and Mends 
first gone to Jesus, as did His disciples of old, 
and told Him all, had you done this without 
eyen mentioning your dissatisfaction to one 
another, I have little doubt but you would have 
had one of the most prosperous Conference years 
you e^er enjoyed. 

Do you think that your expressions of dis- 
satisfaction have in any way improved the piety 
of your Minister? Have they tended toward 
making him more generally popular ? Or have 
they made his ministrations more profitable to 
yourselves ? If none of these important results 
have been attained, then there is every reason 
why you should take shame and confusion of 
face to yourselves. 

But let me tell you, that there are humble, 
holy souls in cturch-fellowship with you, who 
have found the word of life, as dispensed by 
your Minister, precious food. While you have 
been scattering here and there and gathering 
nothing, and are now almost starving, — ^for your 
very looks say, " O my leanness, my leanness ! " 
— these have been feeding richly on the dainties 
of heaven. O what have you lost, and what has 

z 
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the precious cause of Christ lost, by your turn- 
ing out of the highway into this bye-path l^and 
alas for those who have fc^wed you through 
these delusions of Satan ! 

I say, "these delusions of Satan;** for, truly, 
as an angel of light, has the deceiver deeoj^ 
you into this path. If, in your imaginatirai, 
light beams upon it, beware ; it is the glare of 
the fires of perdition, and it will lead you, if you 
persist, and those who follow you, eventualfy to 
the point whence it emanates. 

I see no way to get back upon the right track, 
but to acknowledge your error, and return. •' K 
we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.*' " Make confession ! Why, 
this would be coming down from the position in 
which I have stood, and my influence would 
thereby be injured, and my attitude be less 
favourable for usefulness than formerly.** No, 
my sister, you have put ft stumbling-block in 
the way of the people, and in their sight you 
will have to return and take it up, that they may 
see that you have pursued a course which it 
would be dangerous for them to follow. And 
then the Lord may reinstate you among the 
leading spirits of His sacramental hosts ; other- 
wise it were not safe to follow you. 

I do not mean by my remarks to intimate that 
your Minister is faulUess. I should, on the 
contrajy, think that his demeanour may, in some 
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respects, be reprehensible. But, as Ministers 
are of like passions with oursdves, should we 
not/in sympathy with the spirit of the Saviour, 
be touched with the feeling of their infirmities ? 
The chosen ambassadors of Christ, those who 
have been called, as was Aaron, must be pecu- 
liarly dear to the heart of the Saviour. Their 
influence stands inseparably identified with the 
promotion of His kingdom ; and whoever touches 
the influence of these chosen ones, touches the 
heart of Christ. ''But must we not speak, in 
order that evils may be corrected?" No, not 
unless you have taken the case to Chnsi first, 
and told Him all the matter in all its bearings. 
And then, if, after much prayer and dose com- 
munion with the Head of the church. He re- 
quires, for the well-being of the church, that the 
matter be brought out, let it be done with much 
prayerful caution, and with a single eye to the 
glory of God, and not for the redress of a mere 
personal grievance. 

Personal grievances should, in most cases, be 
taken only to God and to the individual con- 
cerned. My husband and I make it a point not to 
mention little matters we hear of this kind, even 
in our family; and often we do not mention 
them to each other. " Touch not Mine anointed, 
and do My prophets no harm," stands promi- 
nent among our family regulations. In common 
with others, I sometimes see things in Ministers 
which, for the honour of Christ's predous cause, 

z 3 
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I could wish were otherwise ; but the more my 
heart is troubled, the more constantly and ear- 
nestly do I keep the matter before God. Among 
the greatest victories I have ever gained, has 
been the curing of these evils in this noiseless 
manner. I have left no room on my sheet for 
apologies in view of this plain dealing. 

Yours, in Christian love. 



LETTEE XLV. TO MR. K- 



YouE omission to write, lest my reply should 
make an unnecessary draft upon my time, has 
cost me more time in perplexing inquiries after 
the reasons of your strange silence, than would 
have been consumed in a long response. 

I have felt most affectionately and prayerfiiUy 
solicitous for your spiritual welfare. I hoped 
that ere this your goings had been established in 
the way of holiness. I am sure, dear brother, if 
the Prophet had told you to do some great 
thing, you would have done it. But now, when 
it is only to cease your endeavours to save your- 
self, and by an act of faith cast yourself wholly 
on Christ, believing that Me fulfils His promises 
to you, you shrink, and linger, just at the base 
of the fountain, unwilling to make the venture. 

My dear brother, why do you not now — 

" Plunge into the purple flood, 
And rise in aU the life of God P" 



PBAGMBNT8 PKOM MY POBTPOLIO. 257 

By waiting thus you grieve your Saviour ; for you 
ought long since to have been a witness of the 
full power of saving grace. This you may prove 
at any moment, when you will, with your whole 
heart, trust in Christ as your present Saviour. 

A beloved brother, who for many years had 
been earnestly longing for the witness of hoU* 
ness, said to me, " I think I have not as deep 
and painful conviction on this subject as I ought 
to have, preparatory to the immediate reception 
of it. Mr. Wesley says, that often deeper and 
more painful conviction precedes it, than is 
experienced previous to justification." In return 
I observed, " If all the deep feeling and earnest- 
ness of desire which you have felt during the 
past twenty years were gathered up within the 
compass of a few weeks, or a few days, would 
not the amount be great indeed?" He readily 
acknowledged it would. "Imagine," said I, 
" that you were to die within two minutes, what 
would you do ?" With much solemnity he said, 
"I would cast myself upon the merits of my 
Saviour /" " Do you think He would save you 
from all your sins ?" "I believe He would." 
" What ! without any more conviction ?" With 
emotion he acknowledged the conclusion to which 
he had brought himself, and yielded the point. 
He has since made the venture, and cast himself 
believingly on Christ, resolved to rest upon the 
authority of the word of God, as the evidence of 
his entire acceptance. As an able Minister of 

z 3 
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the New Testament, he is now, in turn, pro- 
claiming to others the excellency of that word, 
upon which, as an immorable foundation, his 
&ith is based. 

I regret that you are not redeeming the time 
relative to this subject. If you were clear in the 
experience of this grace, how much more suc- 
cessful might you be in your endeavours to help 
others into its enjoyment I You say you now 
perceive, that you had reason to conclude you 
were in the enjoyment of the blessing at the 
time referred to in your last. Then why did 
you not at once, on perceiving this, again resume 
the confidence which you had cast away? If 
you have not yet resumed it, why may you not 
do so this moment ? It is wonderful how the 
adversary gets the adyantage of some, by keep- 
ing them lingering on the borders of the pro- 
mised land, while others, at a single bound, leap 
over, and then exultingly gather its fruits, and 
tell of its blessedness to others. 

Let me tell of one who was not twenty years 
in getting into the way. He had, for some time 
previous, known the joys of pardoned sin. But 
he had not been much in communion with those 
whose absorbing employ was to '* praise the 
beauty of holiness ; " and on being thrown into 
the company of such, his heart became greatly 
enamoured with its beauties, and eamesUy did 
he long to enter upon its enjoyment. Just in 
this simple manner he obtained the desire of his 



FRAGMENTS FBOM MY POBTFOLIO. 259 

heart. We were about to respond to an invita- 
tion to visit his residence, in order to spend a 
little season in communing on the subject ; and 
while on the way in the steam cars, I said, 
"Brother J., are you sinning now?*' "No, I 
believe I am not." " Hoio are you saved from 
sin?" "I do not know, unless Christ aavet 
me." " Do you think He would save you ano- 
ther moment, if you should continue to rely upon 
Him?" "I believe He would." "Will you 
do it?" "By the help of the Lord, / wUV 
And that help was granted. He continued, with 
every moment, to gather fresh strength. I soon 
said, " I will not ask you what you vnll do to- 
morrow, nor what you will do five minutes 
hence ; but, if you should now have the oppor- 
tunity, would you be willing to say, * Jesus now 
saves me from all sin ?' ' For with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation.' " " By the 
help of the Lord, I will." He was an influen- 
tial man, and both Presbyterian and Methodist 
Ministers were in habits of intimacy at his house. 
That afternoon, I have reason to believe that 
numbers were made acquainted with his interest 
on the subject. He shortly afterward established 
a meeting at his house for the promotion of 
holiness. Ministers of different denominations 
have there met, with members of their charge ; 
and ever since it has been kept up for the diffu- 
sion of light, and the edification of the lovers of 
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holiness. Yesterday he yisited us. He seems 
to be most truly going on from strength to 
strength, evidencing the power of Christ as a 
full Saviour before the world, amid the toils and 
perils of an extensive business. 

Several weeks after he thus began to rest 
upon Jesus to swoe him under every diversity of 
circumstances, he was aroused one night to 
behold his extensive printing establishment in 
flames. He had had a similar calamity some 
time previous, which made this seem doubly 
disastrous. But the Saviour even here assured 
him, that there might be reasons why it were 
not better for him to lay up treasure on earth ; 
and with sweet placidity of mind he was enabled, 
while yet beholding the devouring element, to 
sink down more closely into the bosom of love, 
with the inspiring assurance, " All things work 
together for good to them that love God." 

Dear brother, why will you not now rest upon 
Christ to iave youP If you do not expect to 
save yourself in any degree, but depend wholly 
on the merits of Christ for salvation, why should 
you not this moment begin to trust Him to 
cleanse you from aU your uncleanness P He now 
says to you, "I will, be thou clean;" but you 
do not manifest your willingness to be made 
clean, until you cast yourself as you are upon 
Christ, believing that He now fulfils His pro- 
mises to you. You can no more be saved the 
freaent moment fox the future, than you can 
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breathe for the future. You grieve the Holy 
Spirit while you stay away, and, instead of get- 
ting a greater fitness, are every moment render- 
ing yourself more unworthy; inasmuch as the 
Spirit has, for months past, been urging you to 
the open foimtain, and Christ has been saying, 
*' Come, for all things are now ready." Months 
since you ought to have added your testimony 
to those who are already cleansed, and kept 
clean, and with them have said, "We are His 
witnesses of these things ; and so also is the 
Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that 
obey Him." 

I would not seem causelessly to upbraid a 
dear brother for whom I feel so atfectionately 
desirous ; but 1 am sure, if you linger after this 
hour, that the Saviour will upbraid you for your 
unbelief. It is not only the willing, but the 
obedient, that shall eat the good of the land; 
that is, they who show their willingness by their 
obedience. Your child may assure you of his 
willingness to obey your commands; but how 
lightly would these repeated assurances teU on 
your heart, unless he demonstrated it by doing 
what you require ! Your mere willingness to 
believe will not itself bring you into — 

" The land of rest from inbred sin. 
The land of perfect holiness." 

If Israel had for a long time stood upon the 
borders of their promised inheritance, continually 
saying, in obedience to the command, " Gt> over 
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and possess the good land," " We are toUlin^, 
and stand here all ready to go over;" would 
tills expression of willingness have brought them 
any nearer the point ? Eather, would not their 
lingering have grieved their gracious God, who 
had led them through the wilderness, and 
brought them to this point, just in order that 
they might now enter in? O may our dear 
brother never be doomed to wander back into 
the wilderness of unbelief! 

Mr. Wesley says, " Certainly you may look 
for it now, if you believe it is by faith. And by 
this token you may know whether you seek it 
by faith or by works. K by works, you want 
something to be done first, before you are sanc- 
tified. You think, ' I must first be or do thus or 
thus.' Then you are seeking it by works unto 
this day. If you seek it by faith, you must 
expect it as you are; and if as you are, then 
expect it now. It is of importance to observe 
that there is an inseparable connexion between 
these three things : — Expect it by faith. Expect 
it as you are. Expect it now. To allow one is 
to allow them all. Do you believe that we are 
sanctified by faith? Be true, then, to your 
principle, and look for the blessing just as you 
are, neither better nor worse, as a poor sinner 
that has still nothing to pay, nothing to plead, 
but, * Clirist died.' And if you look for it as 
you are, then expect it now. Stay for nothing : 
why should you? Christ is ready, and He is 
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all you want." In another place, he adds, " To 
this confidence, that God is both able and will- 
ing to do it now, there needs to be added one 
thing more, — a divine evidence and conviction 
that He doeth it. In that hour it is done, God 
says to the inmost soul, ' According to thy faith 
be it done unto thee 1 ' Then the soul is pure 
from every spot of sin ; it is clear from all un- 
righteousness. The believer then experiences 
the deep meaning of these solemn words : * K 
we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we 
have fellowship one with another, and the blood 
of Jesus Christ His Son deanseth us from all 
unrighteousness.' '* 

I hope my long letter may not prevent you 
from writing quickly in return, if it at all con- 
sist with your other duties. If your usage of 
Henry Clay, as a correspondent, is given as a 
sample of what I may expect from you, I shall 
regret it. I love to receive long letters, but I 
think I shall never aga|n presume to send so 
Ion? a talk as this in return. I so much desire 
to hear that you have entered into the rest of 
faith, that I am prone to forget myself while 
urging you on this point. The last experience 
in the " Eiches of Grace " is from the pen of 

Mrs. Professor XJ , of B k, Maine. 

There is also another in that work to which I 
would refer you, on page 115, experience 19 ; 
you will find it also in the " Guide," vol. iii., 
page 8. This is the experience of my beloved 
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sister, Mrs. L ; the readmg of whicb, I 

think, may be confirming to your faith. My 
dear hnsband and all the members of my family 
still remember you most afiPectionately. My 

Christian salutations to Mrs. K . 

Yours, &c. 



LETTEK XLVI. TO MISS D- 



YotJB note came to hand, and has been cause 
of thanksgiving to the God of all grace, who 
hath made such great grace abound toward 
you. As you have received the Lord Jesus to 
the full salvation of your soul, I have been long- 
ing to hear how you have been enabled to toalk 
in Him. 

You speak of yourself as a Httle child coming 
to its parent, just learning to walk. Sweet and 
inspiring thoughts present themselves to my 
mind, in viewing this as your state. I regard 
my sister as having entered upon the road 
which, by the fiat of the Lord of the way, 
" shtdl be called. The way qf hoUnesa,^* He who 
hath cast it up for the express purpose that the 
redeemed of the Lord may walk therein, is with 
her every moment, guarding every step, and 
assuring her, in every strait, ** I the Lord thy 
God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee. 
Fear not, I wiU help thee." The little child 
Just learning to walk commands more of the 
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careful attentions of the parent, than one who, 
by previous training, has attained a firm gait. 
The love and ceaseless attentions of your Saviour 
are bestowed upon you, just in the proportion 
that your feebleness demands. 

You are not favoured with the companionship 
of many friends who are walking in the high- 
way ; and you feel your loneliness. But O, 
what are earthly companions and loves, com- 
pared with the companionship and love of such 
a Friend as your Jesus purposes to be ? Keep 
close to His side, and you will ever hear Him 
saying to you, " Lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world." 

" But why do I grasp Him with a trembling 
hand ? " you ask. Let me, in reply, again refer 
you to the precious words, "I the Lord will 
hold thy right hand." While your trembling 
hand is held in the firm, unyielding grasp of the 
Almighty, need you fear ? Commune with your 
Saviour upon this question, and He will assure 
you that His strength is your strength. He 
knows the weakness of your flesh, but does He 
love you less because you cleave to Him trem- 
blingly ? No ! rather does He look upon you 
with yet greater tenderness, while He compas- 
sionately says, "The spirit indeed is willing, 
but the flesh is weak." When prone to sing, — 

" I hold Thee with a trembling hand,"— 
jnay you ever be constrained to add, — 

" He holds me with His mighty hand ! " 

A A. 
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" Ay, He encompasseth my entire being within 
tlie hollow of His hand." 

" Why do I feel it a cross to declare what He 
, has done for me P" you inquire. Expect a daily 
cross. "If any man will come after Me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, 
and follow Me." In reference to some duties, 
even sanctified humanity may shrink ; but if the 
human will is subject to the divine will, and 
submissively says, " Not my will, but Thine be 
done," I do not see why this does not imply a 
perfect state of the affections. I hope my dear 
sister will ever, through grace, " cast aside that 
enthusiastic doctrine, that we are not to do 
good, unless our hearts are free to it." With 
David, may you ever be disposed to call upon 
all that fear the Lord, and tell what great things 
He hath done for your soul ! 

And now, my dear sister, do not be startled, 
when I tell you that you have been ordained 
for a great work. Not by the imposition of 
mortal hands, or a call from man. No, Christ, 
the great Head of the church, hath chosen you, 
" and ordained you, that ye should go and bring 
forth fruit." O, my sister, yours is indeed a 
high and holy calling. Alas for you, if you are 
not found faithful to the trust committed ! 

But you have much to encourage you. Why 
shoidd you not bear much fruit ? " It is God 
that worketh in you." You are oifE with Him, 
who " of God, is made unto us Wisdom, Eight- 
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eousness, Sauctification, and Redemption." O 
•how mighty may you be as an instrument in the 
hand of Godl "He holds you by the right 
hand, and with you, though but a worm, He 
may thrash a mountain." 

How powerless, and even, unseemly, were the 
instruments through which the walls of Jericho 
fell ! Had the combined force of the mighty of 
the earth been called into requisition for the 
accomplishment of this enterprise, then the 
excellency of the power might have been 
ascribed to men, not to God. And now our God 
will tiot give His glory to another. When He 
intends that the strong citadel which sin has 
raised in the hearts of men should be assailed, 
if He chooses instruments as impotent, or as 
unlooked-for, as were those rams' horns, we will 
not question His wisdom. Let us not say, 
** What doest Thou ? " but, without reasoning, 
resign ourselves into His hands. 

In regard to the individuals to whom you 
have referred, I could but exclaim, O how strong 
and high is the barrier which renders the hearts 
of some, who profess love to the Saviour, im- 
pervious to the light, respecting the doctrine of 
salvation from all sin ! May we not fear, that in 
many instances it is because " the god of this 
world hath blinded the minds of them which 
believe not ? " 

Worldly-minded Christians ! Does not the 
expression imply an agreement between Christ 

2 A 2 
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and Belial ? an agreement whicli the Scriptures 
most strongly deny. Yet, alas! in what a 
variety of ways is the friendship of this worid 
courted by some who profess union with Christ ! 
Should it be said to such, " Ye adulterers and 
adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of 
this world is enmity with God? Whosoever, 
therefore, will be a friend of the world is the 
enemy of God," — ^they would be amazed; yet 
this passage exhibits the true state of worldly 
professors toward God. 

May you, my beloved friend, keep your gar- 
ments unspotted ! Amid a crooked and perverse 
generation, may you shine as a light in the 
world ! If this prayer is answered in your ex- 
perience, your daily walk and conversation will 
be a reproof to such professors as would join in 
aflBnity with the world. Expect persecution 
from such. "If ye will live godly in Christ 
Jesus, ye shall suffer persecution ; " therefore 
make up your mind to this, and may God give 
you great courage, and ever, through sustaining 
grace, may you be — 

" Bold to take up, firm to sustain. 
The consecrated cross ! " 

Your*Sister in Christ. 



Ik 
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LETTER XLVII. TO THE BEV. MR. 

H . 

Brotheb H kindly pennitd me to ask 

questions, or present truth, in any form, and I 
gratefully avail myself of the privilege. 

A picture presents itself to my mind. Bro- 
ther H has a son, whom he much loves. 

The boy has been in perilous circumstances, and 
comes to his father hungry, thirsty, and aU 
want. His heart has been abundantly assured, 
from a knowledge of your nature and the re- 
sources at your command to gratify the prompt- 
ings of your benevolent wishes, that he has but 
to come and present his case, to have all his 
need supplied. He has heard his father say, 
"Ask what you will, my son, and it shall be 
given you." Thus, at your bidding, he begins 
to specify his wants, and says, " Father, I am 
thirsty; give me water." The request is an-* 
swered; he drinks, and at once feels precisely 
the effect anticipated. 

I ask, " Did your father give you water ? " 
He might, with perhaps a saddened counte- 
nance, reply, " I do not know ; I only know that 
it was water I wanted." " But did not your 
father assure you, that he would give Juat what 
you asked ? and does not the eflFect answer your 
anticipations P " ** Yes ; my system is indeed 

2 A 3 
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greatly invigorated ; but yet I cannot determine, 
— it may be something else." 

"But your father knew that you needed 
water, and it was because he saw your need, and 
had a plentiful supply, that he told you, you 
should have it, if you asked for it ; and how 
can you reconcile the conduct of your father 
with truth? Does the general bearing of his 
conduct toward you warrant this want of confi- 
dence ? Do you not know that you cast a shade 
upon the character of your father, by indulging 
in this mode of reasoning ? The paternal love, 
ability, or fidelity of your father seems to 
be involved. Which of the three would you 
have me question P " 

Your son looks toward me reproachfully, and 
thinks me unkind, and yet I know not how, from 
his statement of his case, to arrive at other con- 
clusions ; and however much he may be pained, 
he alone is responsible for the imtrue, or unkind, 
thoughts I m^ entertain of his father. 

♦ Brother H^ 's spirit was all athirst for the 

fountain of life and purity. His Heavenly Father 
had given him to see the image of his Saviour 
infinitely desirable. The conditions upon which 
it was to be received, were set before you, and 
your spirit complied. The Holy Spirit urged 
you to take the image of your Saviour, assuring 
you that He had taken yours. You made the 
exchange, — " gave Him your sin, and took His 

purity, — ^gave Him your shame, and took His 
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honour, — gave Him your helplessness, and took 
His strength, — gave Him your death, and 
took His everlasting life." Yes, you made the 
exchange. 

It was not in your own strength, that you 
were enabled to exchange your own vile image 
for the blessed Hkeness of your Saviour. But 
you did, through grace, do it, and here was 
fidelity on i/our part. Was God unfaithful in 
the performance of His part of the engagement ? 
How can it be otherwise, if the position which 
you occupy be correct P If the want of fidelity 
on the part of God is not implied in the attitude 
in which you stand, I do not apprehend your 
experience, and must wait to be fmther informed. 

Now, dear brother, do you not think this 
position inconsistent ? " Does it not intimate a 
fault on the part of your Saviour P " And yet 
your whole heart is saying, " I have no fault to 
find with my Saviour ; His name is * Faithful 
and True.^ " You have acknowledged, that at 
the moment you made the "exchange" — ^the 
surrender of self, — He was at once true to the 
performance of His part of the engagement. To 
use your own words, " His omnipotent hand was 
laid upon me, — I felt it not only outwardly, but 
inwardly, — it pressed upon my whole being, and 
diffused all through and through it a sin- 
consuming, holy energy. As it passed downward, 
my heart, as well as my head, was conscious of 
the presence of this soul-cleansing energy, under 
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wliich I fell to the floor, and, in joyful surprise, 
at the moment cried out with a loud voice. 
Still the hand of power wrought within and toith" 
out; and wherever it moved, it seemed to leave 
the impress of the Saviour's image." 

Now, brother, was God true and faithful ? 

Tour own confession has thrown the want of 
fidelity on yourself, and here I know you would 
have it rest. But will you, by wordy thougUy or 
looky in future be instrumental in cherisldng, in 
any one heart, the impression that your Heavenly 
Father, after having induced you to specify your 
wants, miffht .possibly have given something else 
in place of that He had caused you to ask for P 
I think the lessons in doctrinCj reproof, correc' 
tioUy and instruction in righteousness, contained 
in the first paragraph of the eleventh chapter 
of Luke, meet your case precisely. 

A specific request is here made : the friend 
wanted three loaves. Because of his importunity, 
his friend rises, and gives as many as he needs. 
And then the Saviour says, "Ask, and it shall be 
given you," &c. " K a son shall ask bread of any 
of you that is a father, will he give him a stone ? 
or, if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent P 
or, if he shall ask an egg, will he give him a 
scorpion P " 

You know, dear brother, that your Heavenly 

Father gave just the blessing you asked for, and 

your error has been in not confessing with your 

lipa His faithfulM^ m fuLfilling His promises. 
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Your heart has believed, but your lips have not 
fully, freely, and habitually made confession. 
And thus yovr part of the work has been left in 
part unfulfilled. Do you not think, brother, 
that the time past should suffice ? Would not 
God have been much more honoured through 
your instrumentality, had you not refrained your 
lips, but fully and iSreely declared, with David, 
to the great congregation the faithfulness of 
your God ? ! no longer hide, in any degree. 
His righteousness within your heart; redeem 
the time, and be assured, that the more you 
hold up the light that God has kindled, the 
more gloriously will your own soul become illu- 
minated. 

A very holy man once said, he felt it his duty 
to confess to the outside of what he enjoyed, 
assured that it not only honoured God, but hum- 
bled the creature. And, dear brother, I know 
you will find it so in your own experience. I 
think you must begin to feel that you have been 
kept back from more open confession by a well- 
circumstanced device of the enemy of God, of 
holiness, of your soul ; and, if you continue 
longer thus, wiU not the enemy secure a partial 
triumph? Are you as strongly empowered to 
serve the cause of holiness, and honour your 
Saviour, who has imparted His image to you, 
as if you were enabled to declare at aU times, 
unhesitatingly, that He sanctifies and saves you 
fully ? 
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An encouraging thouglit presents itself. You 
know it is said that the wrath of our enemies 
shall praise Him. Now, brother, should you 
not take pains to give publicity to your failure, 
in not confessing more specifically the great 
work that God has wrought for youP Your 
testimony might reach and bring out many more 
among the dear brethren in the Ministry, simi- 
larly conditioned with yourself; and surely this 
would not be a small service to the church. 

You know how much the cause requires wit- 
nesses among the Ministry; witnesses "that 
speak of that they knoWy and testily of that they 
have seen;" and for want of such testimony the 
work is less prosperous among the people than 
it would otherwise be. You know the word 
directs us for example in faith and practice to 
the Ministry : " Whose Mth follow .•" « For the 
Priest's lips should keep knowledge, and the 
people should seek the law at his mouth." 

K such is the responsible attitude in which 
God's ambassadors stand, surely Jesus says more 
appealingly to them than to us, "Ye are My 
witnesses;" and the account of their steward- 
ship, when called to present every man perfect in 
Christ Jesus, may be found to be vastly less 
satisfactory, from the very fact that the testi- 
mony of their own experience had not been more 
fully brought out before the people. 

Faithfully yours. 
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LETTER XLYIII. TO MR. C- 



Tn answer to your inquiry, I will say, I do 
not think I have less faith in praying for the 
unconverted than formerly. " If so," you ask, 
" how has it been nourished and retained ?" I 
answer, not generally by what may in one sense 
be termed impelling influences, but from the 
obvious requirements of the word : " Be ye 
steadfast, immovable, altoaya abounding in the 
work of the Lord ;" " Instant in season, out of 
season ;" with kindred passages implying the 
utmost vigilance, and requiring the most skilful 
management in the employment of talents in- 
trusted for usefulness. Otherwise, how can we, 
as faithful stewards, return His own with 
usury? 

Mr. Wesley, in accordance with these Scrip- 
ture enjoinments, says, in his "Rules for the 
Methodist Societies,*' " Casting aside that en- 
thusiastic doctrine, that we are not to do good 
unless our hearts are free to it." The greater 
the good to be accomplished, the more powerful 
and subtle will be the dissuasives which Satan 
will interpose. It is the will of God that sin- 
ners should be saved, and that the most energetic 
and unremitting efforts should be made in warn- 
ing, entreating, and even compelling them to 
close in with the offers of mercy. So when we 
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pray for the unconverted, whether we look for it 
or not, we may have this confidence, that we ask 
that which is according to the will of Grod, and 
divine influences will descend upon them in 
answer to the prayer of faith, whether they will 
hear or whether they will forbear. It is thus that 
we are workers together with God, — " a sweet 
savour of Christ in them that are saved, and in 
them that perish." The manner, then, in which 
I have been enabled through grace to retain and 
nourish this " sympathy with Christ," is by 
continuing to labour with Him in saving the 
souls for whom His most precious blood was 
spilt ; and this I endeavour to do on the same 
principle upon which I would perform other 
duties, and oftentimes amid the shrinkings of 
nature and powerful temptations to unbelief. 
Perhaps you say, "Is it not the Spirit that 
makes intercession? and can I, without this 
moving of the Divinity within me, present ac- 
ceptable prayer?" This is a/ nice point, and 
only by comparing Scripture with Scripture can 
we resolve the matter. Had Abraham been dis- 
posed to lean toward Quietism, he had been less 
importunate in pleading for the Sodomites, and 
possibly righteous Lot might not have been 
delivered ; yet God did not reprove him for un- 
submissiveness. God had declared His purpose 
to Moses, and rebellious Israel was doomed to 
destruction. Had Moses carried out the princi- 
jpJes of the sect refened to, and calmly awaited 
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the event in fancied submission, may we not 
presume that the sentence of Divine Justice 
would have been fulfilled ? But was it not the 
Spirit of the Divine Intercessor working mightily 
within Moses, that thus moved him to impor- 
tune for the forgiveness of the rebels ? Just so 
Justice may doom the sinner; but the Woed 
assures us, " Whatsoever ye shall ask in My 
name, that will I do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son." And notwithstanding the 
many exceeding great and precious promises 
given unto us, yet God hath declared, "For 
these things will I be inquired of by the house 
of Israel." 

" The life of God in the soul of man " is said 
to be the sum of religion. " For ye are dead, 
and your life is hid with Christ in God." If 
Christ is our life, will not our lives be an exhi- 
bition of what His was, when here below P His 
whole life was one continuous effort for the salva- 
tion of man ; and to the degree we partake of His 
nature, we shall exhibit before the world what 
He was, when on earth. It is thus I am ever 
prone to measure my own attainments in grace. 
It is blessed indeed to sink into the will of God ; 
but in order to know that we are in His will, we 
need a revelation of it, so that we may measure 
ourselves by its standard. This revelation we 
have fully exhibited in the life of Christ ; and 
now it is for us to sink down " into the purple 
flood : then shall we rise moulded in His imfige, 

B B 
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9 

and present a glorious pattern, before men, of 
conformity to the loill of God" 

Yours truly. 



LETTER XLIX. TO MRS. 



Yes, beloved. He hath, indeed, led us by a 

right way. Only think of a Father, infinite in 

goodness, wisdom, and love, leading forth His 

children, and, in every strait which the fearful, 

disquieting career of life may present, saying, — 

" Cast off the weiglit, let fear depart. 
And every care be gone." 

" For I, the Lord thy God, wiU hold thy right 
hand, saying unto thee. Fear not, I will help 
thee." Led by the hand of the infinitely wise, 
omnipotent Jehovah ! How truly, then, may we 
encourage and confirm our hearts in the know- 
ledge that we are in verity being led forth in the 
" right way ! " We have committed ourselves to 
His guidance, and none ever trusted in Him and 
was confounded. 

Your beloved babe confines you mosUy from 
those outward active services to which you have 
been accustomed, — services which you were per- 
mitted to see promotive of the kingdom of 
Christ, and in the performance of which your 
own soul was also quickened in the heavenly 
way. Well, you do not need me to assure you 
that this is " the right way " for you at the pre- 
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sent time ; your letter furnishes most conclusive 
testimony of your confidence in this particular. 

One of your own sweet privileges is hereby 
granted, and you are thus permitted to test, and 
also to exhibit, the power of grace to sustain, in 
circumstances where thousands of pious mothers 
are placed, and where, alas ! too many are prone 
to let go their hold on the provisions of grace. 
How many who have adorned the doctrine of 
God their Saviour, when free from the vexatious 
cares of a little family, have, when their quiet 
has been thus broken in upon in the order of 
Providence, become weak as others ! 

You are aware of the opinion which has ob- 
tained with a large class of housekeepers, as to 
the difficulty, and, some might say, impossibility, 
of maintaining unbroken peace and unquenched 
zeal, amid the unceasing trial of patience, and 
untold vicissitudes, to which a mother is exposed 
in rearing a family. 

More especially have I observed those pos- 
sessed of a higher grade of mind, inclining to 
pursuits calculated to tell extensively on the world, 
exposed to severe mental conflicts on this point. 
And here I must indulge in sorrowing reflections ; 
— I have seen the mighty fall ! 

Now, beloved, can I doubt but that our God 
is bringing you forth by " the right way," when 
to the gaze of the world, and also to the know- 
ledge of your own heart, you stand forth confes- 
sedly of the class alluded to ? And will not my 

2 B % 
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dear sister acknowledge herself signally blessed, in 
being brought through the ordeal, maintaining 
unbroken peace, unabated zeal, and yet deeper 
devotedness to the service of her Eedeemer ? 

" Yes," I hear you ask, " is it not matter of 
rejoicing and thanksgiving, that we have the 
privilege of testing the power of that grace which 
is so abundantly bestowed in time of need?" 
With you, my dear sister, my whole heart re- 
sponds, " Glory be to God for these tests I " Not 

unfirequently it is said, " If Mrs. only had 

this and the other trial to endure, she might not 
so confidently afl&rm the sufficiency of grace under 
all circumstances." Similar expressions have been 
made relative to the unworthy one addressing 
you ; and then, when I have been called to pass 
through trials of like nature, and grace has tri- 
umphed, observant lovers of Jesus have informed 
me of the sentiments expressed, which were 
before unknown to me ; and then have I been 
constrained to say most exultingly indeed, " He 
hath led me forth by the right way." 

How my admiration of the grace of Gt)d has 
been raised in contemplating the character of 
Mrs. Susannah Wesley ! Surely here was an in- 
tellect of the highest order, which well fitted her 
to shine with no common lustre either in the 
religious or literary world. She was endowed 
naturally with the most marked indepenclence, 
originality, and correctness of thought, which 
capacitated her to act (\mder God) for herself 
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beyond ordinary ability. Yet, even an inspired 
Paul would not, I think, have hesitated in rank- 
ing her among the most favourite daughters of 
her who called her husband " lord." 

Scarce would I dare breathe a thought that 
would reflect other than the highest honour on 
the memory of the father of the illustrious Wes- 
ley ; yet I think there are few who have read the 
interesting history of the Wesley family, but will 
join me in saying that the husband's lordly pre- 
rogative was maintained quite to the boimds 
that scriptural propriety might warrant, and 
perhaps a little beyond what the gallantry and 
republicanism of the present day would justify. 
Can we survey the character of Mrs. Wesley 
from a more elevated position than this ? Had 
she contended the point of family jurisdiction, 
from a consciousness of her intellectual supe- 
riority, how disastrous had the consequences been 
to her own peace and the well-being of her 
family! Modem usage might possibly have 
sanctioned this. I have known the peace of an 
entire household shipwrecked here ; and, from 
what I have frequently observed, have feared 
that our republican principles may have affected 
our American wives somewhat unfavourably, 
inducing a forgetfulness of some express scrip- 
tural injunctions on this point. 

Mrs. Wesley's biographer says thus of her: 
" Notwithstanding she allotted two hours of the 
day for meditation and private prayer, no woman 

2 B ^ 
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was ever more diligent in business, or attentive 
to family affairs, than she. Eemarkable for 
method and good arrangement, both in her 
studies and business, she saved much time, and 
kept her mind free from perplexity. She had 
nineteen children ! (think of the amount of phy- 
sical suffering and care,) ten of whom at least 
grew up to be educated. This duty fell upon 
her; and it were scarcely possible that they 
should have had a better instructor.'* 

Yet all this, with the advantages which wealth 
insures, might not by some be pronounced extra- 
ordinary excellence. But let it be remembered 
that this wonderful woman was often called to 
grapple with poverty and its attendant circum- 
stances; and surely it will be said. Though 
"many daughters have done virtuously, thou 
excellest them all." 

And now, my dear sister will wonder at such 
a long chapter on such an unlooked-for subject ; 
and without intending the infliction, I may have 
taxed her by gratifying my own feelings in tra- 
cing a character so amiable. You wiU surely 
imagine my health improved to admit of writing 
such a long letter. But though somewhat im- 
proved, yet it is stiU but seldom I dare take my 
pen ; and when guilty of what my too careful 
husband might call the ungracious act, I dare 
not continue its use but a little while at a time : 
yet I think I can as easily conclude this to be 
"the right way " for me atthe present time, as I 
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can conceive it to be " the right way *' for you to 
write your excellent letter, " a line or two at a 
time, with your dear babe in your arms." That 
the Lord moved you to write as you did, I can- 
not doubt ; for I had been longing and praying 
for a letter from you ; and when I received it, I 
knelt and thanked the Father of mercies that 
His Spirit had induced you to write. 

May He who has undertaken to lead us forth 
by a right way to the city of habitation, preserve 
us unto His heavenly kingdom ; and after having 
been led forth through this changeftd world by 
the right hand of Omnipotent Love, may we hail 
each other in the abode of ever-during rest ; and 
may we also be permitted to greet each member 
of our beloved households in the city of our God 1 

Yours ever, in changeless love. 



LETTER L. TO MRS. H- 

You speak of toanderings in prayer, I am a 
sister in tribulation with you in this matter. 
But all I can do is to cast myself on Jesus, as a 
Saviour^ to save me from cherishing them. He 
knows my integrity, and I dare to believe He 
pities me, when I repeatedly say before Him, " I 
hate vain thoughts." And does not the fact 
that we so truly abhor them, assure us that they 
are only a class of those endless temptations 
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jfrom without, which, so long as we are in an 
enemy's land, we may expect ? I have thought 
that it is only because the enemy conceives he 
can perplex me more at present with this mode 
of warfare, that he so long persists. 

You abo observed, that, " when labouring with 
others, endeavouring to encourage, &c., you are 
so tried within." Can you expect otherwise than 
that Satan should withstand you, when you are 
endeavouring to do the work of your Master? 
The warfare is not so much against you^ as 
against the kingdom of Christ. He is at enmity 
with Ood; and to the degree you exert an influ- 
ence in bringing souls under the reign of Christ, 
Satan wiU try to perplex, and in every possible 
way withstand, you. 

But, dear sister, did you not make use of too 
strong language in speaking of *' endless doubt- 
in^s?" You surely do not, in thus labouring 
with others, or in giving in your testimony, 
doubi whether you wiU be sustained? You 
labour for and with others, because the Holy 
Spirit moves you to it. What other influence 
could move you to labour for the establishment 
of the kingdom of your Eedeemer in the hearts 
of others ? Satan, divided against himself, can- 
not stand. 

You desire to be delivered from these, so that 
you may bear a " stronger testimony." I think 
I sometimes give in a stronger testimony when 
tempted to doubt, t\\axv ^Ia^tcv all is ([uiet. If 
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Satan could induce me to yield so far as to 
weaken my testimony, it would, on my part, be 
a partial closing in with his designs ; and doubt- 
less if he should succeed once, it would only em- 
bolden him for an attack on every such occasion. 
So I make it a point, when most powerfully 
tempted, to speak most eonJidenUy, You may 
wonder, but I have proved the benefit of this 
course. At the Tuesday meeting two or three 
weeks since, I practised on this principle pre- 
cisely. The accuser for several days had been 
withstanding me at every point. He would 
fain have accused me in every word, thought, 
or action. Added to this, sensible assurances 
of the love of my Saviour were, in a great mea- 
sure, withheld ; and thus, with an indescribable 
sense of unworthiness, but with a consciousness 
of resting on Christ, I gave in a " strtmger testi- 
mony " than usual. The feeling that possessed 
my soul was that of defying Satan in the name 
of Christ ; the enemy every moment saying that 
my state of grace did not warrant the testimony 
I had given. After I had finished, I felt such a 
conscious victory over the powers of darkness, 
that my soul was filled with triumph. I after- 
ward enjoyed blessed satisfaction in telling them 
that the strong testimony I had given in was 
not founded on any state of feeling I at the 
time enjoyed, but because I kview I was by faith 
resting on the strong basis of the immutable 
word to sustain me in all I had said, and even 
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in using much stronger language, if it were 
possible. 

You know Israel tempted God in saying, " h 
the Lord with ub or not?'* Let us not tempt 
Him by doubts, either in thought or expression. 
We cannot honour God more than by trusting 
Him. Let us " trmt in Him, and not be 
itfraid'* If we were continually possessed of 
Bensible manifestations, should we have occasion 
to exercise our trust in God P Trust and faith 
seem to imply much the same thing, and neither 
favours the idea of long-continued sensible mani- 
festations. You may remember that a part of 
your letter was in allusion to this subject. 

When I set out to live a life of faith on the 

Son of Gx)d, I counted the cost. I thought of 

the "father of the faithful," who "by faith 

journeyed, not knowing whither he went ;" and 

made up my mind that I would be contented 

to follow God blindfold as long as I lived, if 

such were His requirement. I saw holiness to be 

a state of soul, in which all the powers of body 

and mind were given up to God ; and I perceived 

that the enjoyment of this state was in perfect 

consistency with extreme sorrow, as well as with 

exceeding great joy. Through grace I was 

enabled to say, — 

" Give joy or grief, give ease or pain. 
Take life or friends away." 

These were among my first expressions on 

entering upon this state. It has often since 
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been suggested that I gave myself up so fully to 
live a life of faith^ that Gt)d had taken me at 
my word. And — will you believe P — ^the enemy 
sometimes tries to tempt me to be wrry for it. 
But he has never succeeded in causing me to 
regret it for one moment. But you would 
hardly conceive how often he tries to make me 
think my faith a mere intellectual knowledge, I 
meet him by saying, it is founded on principles 
laid down by the Eternal Mind, and consequently 
immovable in faitf^fitlness, God has promised 
such results as the^h^i^ of faith. I trust Him, 
and on the authority of His own word declare in 
strongest testiimny His faithfulness in fulfilling 
His promises. Tht fruits of holiness follow, — I 
dare not doubt it. A consuming zeal in the 
cause of God, which gathers within its grasp my 
whole being, is continually inspiring correspond- 
ing efforts. " My soul shall make her boast in 
the Lord, and the humble shall hear thereof and 
be glad." " One promise is worth more than a 
mountain of gold reaching to the heavens." 
How rich are we ! Unto us are given 
"exceeding great and precious promises." I 
found an inestimably precious gem a few days 
since, which, in view of what my temptations 
had been, was precisely in point. " Wisdom 
and knowledge shall be the stMlity of thy times, 
and strength of salvation :* the fear of the 
Lord is his treasure." (Isai. xxxiii. 6.) Satan 
* Salvatifins. — Margia. 
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seems to have mostly done with my inteUectuai 

faith since. I have, dear sister, through grace, 

a good hope of immortality and eternal life. 

Our hope of seeing each other is deferred. But 

as it is by our Heavenly Father's appointment, 

our hearts are not sick. With us, — 

" This note above the rest does swell, 
' Our Jesus hath done all things well.' " 

We are sUtera in the Lord, and our hearts are 
united for eternity ; and as we are only to take 
in a small fraction of time here, we will rejoi- 
cingly say,- 

*' No matter what cheer 
We meet with on earth ; for eternity 's here /" 

Hme seems very short, and I have some thoughts 
I would like to express. But I see your affec- 
tionate heart is too easily moved, and you well 
know how often people have impressions which 
are never realized. But I will say, that a sudden 
departure from earth seems to me calculated to 
glorify Gk)d just as much, if not more, than a 
protracted illness. And if either our beloved 
brother or sister were thus taken by surprise, 
and required to '^ open unto Him immediately y^^ 
I should think of it as in the case of Emory. 
The church was then roused, through the length 
and breadth of the land, to feel the solemn 
import of the words, " Be ye also ready : for 
in such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man 
cometh." 
I am trying to have mj work " all done up," 
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and to do what my hand findeth to do with my 
might. So many are comparatiyely easy with- 
out having on the white robe, that I have 
thought if my being taken at a moment's warn- 
ing would arouse the many for whom I have 
been interested to feel abidingly the importance 
of being rea^^ I would be willing to be 
laid a sacrifice upon the service of the faith of 
the church in this matter also. Shall we not 
strive with pen and voice, and in every possible 
way, to work while the day lasts? 

Yours, as ever. 



LETTEE LI. TO THE REV. ME. 



My dear brother in Christ will be pleased to 
hear that his letter was rightly directed. So 
far from requiring an apology for writing to one 
of the children of your Heavenly Father, it surely 
should rather require one for not doing so, if 
you were impressed that it might be serviceable 
to you. My mind is so fully possessed with the 
assurance that all the children of God are mem- 
bers of one body, that I am not prone to conceive 
of separate interests. 

I was not at home when your letter reached 
the city of New York, but it was brought to me 
at this place. I hasten to reply, though not 
favoured with facilities for writing, or oppor-r 

c c 
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tuniiy fo? maturing my thoughts as I might 
otherwise do. 

Your case, dear brother, does not appear to 
me inexplicable. I have met with a number of 
cases somewhat similar ; not, indeed, in regard 
to the precise object to be given up, but where 
the power to exercise faith on proper principles 
has been withheld, until the object required had 
been surrendered. We cannot, in all cases, make 
duties one for the other, because our obligations 
vary firom a variety of causes, bebg as diversified 
as are the positions in which we are provi- 
dentially placed. 

Abraham was called to sacrifice Isaac. He 
did not know at the time, why such an 
unheard-of duty was eigoined. It was enough 
that God had made the demand. But it was 
the design of Grod, that Abraham should stand 
out before all succeeding generations, as the 
father of the faithful, — ^the firiend of God. " Ye 
are My Mends, if ye do whatsoever I command 
you." Over four thousand years, Abraham has 
been reaping the fruit of his obedience. He 
knows now why the sacrifice was required, and 
we should be willing to wait till the day of 
eternity reveab the wherefore*, for this or the 
other requirement, assured that the Judge of 
all the earth will do right. Infinite Wisdom 
can require nothing but what will be for the 
promotion of the divine glory, and for our 
idtdmate good. 
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It was thus that I was required to sacrifice an 
object, which, at the time, I was not aware stood 
in any degree between Grod and my soul. Ad 
far as the state of my affections was concerned, 
I could see no reason why I should make the 
surrender. I had never even heard of any 
one, under like circumstances, being called to 
a similar trial. Satan, on this ground, ui^ed 
that this must be temptation. How he loves 
to cany out his deceptions, by transforming 
himself into an angel of light I K he can only 
succeed in causing us to pronounce upon the 
workings of the Spirit, as the workings <^ his 
own fiendish power, he is as well satisfied with 
the transformation, as though it were accom- 
plished by any other process. But relative 
to the sacrifice to which I was called, the 
Holy Spirit suggested, *' Though Abraham did 
not know, when called to sacrifice his son Isaac, 
why such a requirement was made, yet he knows 
now ; and are you willing to wait tiU you are 
an inhabitant of that world where knowledge 
is made perfect, in order to know why this 
sacrifice is required at your hands P " 

Praised be the Lord my Strength, through 
whose power I had now come, not only to a 
wiUingnes9 to be holy, but to the decision^ "/ 
toiU now be holy, and lay aU upon the altar, 
though the sacrifice be dear as life itself!" The 
surrender was made. Then, and not ^i^Z then, 
did clear light beam upon my mind. All was 

2 c % 
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not upon the altar till I came to this point. 
When I came to this, I was met, as usual, by 
the words, " If any man will do His will, he 
shall know of the doctrine." " Grod is the Lord 
which hath showed us light: bind the sacrifice 
with cords, even unto the horns of the altar." 
(Psalm cxviii. 87.) 

We have no authority from the word of the 
Lord to expect clear light, until the sacrifice is 
bound to the altar. The clear beamings of the 
Sun of righteousness ever shine the same upon 
the King's highway; but it is not till the 
traveller arrives at the last point, and actually 
comes to Christ, and gives up the last vestige 
of sin and self, that he enters, through the 
blood of the everlasting covenant, into the 
holiest. Here the bright rays from the throne 
of the Eternal beam at once upon his soul, 
and the simplicity of the way of faith is dis- 
covered. The WORD, as you will remember, 
does not say, '*K any man is wUUng to do 
His will, he shall know of the doctrine ; " but, 
"If any man will do His will," &c. What 
a vast difference it would have made in ancient 
times, if those who were commanded to present 
the required sacrifices had contented themselves 
with a toillinffness to lay their offerings upon the 
altar, without ever actually coming to the point 
of making the surrender! It was not until 
their sacrifices touched the altar, that they were 
made holy. As weU mig\it they have kept 
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tliem at the distance of a mile, as have kept 
them within arm's-reach. 

It is said of the way of holiness, "The 
UTiclecm shall not pass over it." If we ara 
in the practice of that which is questionable^ 
we must either become "fully persuaded," or 
come under condemnation. " He that doubteth 
is damned." "Whether ye eat or drink, or 
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.'* 
The command, "Abstain from all ajppearane& 
of evil," is equally binding with that whidk 
requires abstinence from evil itself. You speak 
of a habit in whidi you have indulged for many 
years, which gives you uneasiness. Whatever 
may be thought of the necessity of using to- 
bacco by some weU-meaning people, we know 
the general voice of the deeply pious is against 
it. A profession of holiness, and a continuanoo 
in this practice, would subject many minds to 
questionings which would make your testimony 
less useful. " Could I enjoy a state of holiness* 
and yet indulge in this unseemly, and worse 
than useless, habit?" would be the inquiry 
with many a precious one for whom Christ 
died. Should your persistence in this habit 
make you less successful, as a Minister, in 
presenting the claims of holiness, with but one 
individual, may you not conjecture that your 
Kedeemer would look chidingly upon you in 
that day, when you will be caUed to present 
every man perfect in Christ Jesus ? 

2 G ^ 
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I was about to say, I am glad you were not 
brought into a state of holiness while continuing 
in this practice. But I am reminded by refer- 
ring to your letter, that you thought you were 
once in the enjoyment of this blessing, though 
this habit was not at the time relinquished. I 
hardly know what to say to this, only that " the 
time of this ignorance Grod winked at," &c. 
Tour mind was not then as fully enlightened 
in relation to the harmfulness of this practice 
as it now is. And may not your misgivings, 
even at the time, ultimately have crippled your 
faith in such a way as to prevent a firm hold 
on the blessing? To me it looks probable, 
that till this time you might have held fast 
your confidence, had it not been for this dif- 
ficulty O, I am sure you will thank Gbd 

that He has thus, in answer to your oft-repeated 
petitions for liffht, enabled you to perceive the 
object ; and though the surrender may be cruel- 
fying to the flesh, yet with David you wiU say, 
"Neither will I offer burnt-offerings unto tho 
Lord my Grod of that which doth cost me 
nothing." 

Yours, in Christian love. 
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LETTER LII. TO THE REV. MR. 

M . 

" How is it possible that so many sincerely 
pious persons should be deceived P" may be 
asked. " Did they not take the book, — the only 
book to guide poor erring men to heaven P Was 
not this their only chart ? And did they not say, 
* By this one and only sure guide we stand or 
fall?' And also, was not the Holy Spirit, 
which has been promised to guide into all truth, 
earnestly implored? How, after this careful, 
Bible-directed mode of procedure, can these mis- 
takes be accounted for? And can we conceive 
otherwise than that, after aU the apparent 
failures, we must be mainly right ? " 

In answer to the question relative to the pos- 
sibility of sincerely pious persons being deceived, 
I would say, to me it seems very possible. I 
now tread on ground where I would proceed 
with the most humble dependence upon Christ 
as my Wisdom, and will endeavour, through His 
grace, to present no idea but what may be fully 
qualified by a reference " to the law and to the 
testimony." The arch-deceiver is represented 
in the Scriptures as capable of transforming 
himself into an angel of light. I have such 
confidence in your piety, dear Sir, and also in 
the Christian integrity of very many who have 
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adhered to your views, that I fully believe you 
would turn away from the deceiver, if he should 
present himself in his native robe. How far 
would you be from receiving an opinion from 
one that you know to be a fiend of the lower 
regions 1 But would it not serve the interests 
of the prince of darkness, whose coming is in all 
deceivableneas, if he could get a sincere Christian^ 
especially one of elevated piety and extensive 
useftdness, — would he not, I ask, serve the inter- 
ests of his kingdom by a corresponding exten- 
siveness, if he could so trcmsform himself as to 
appear truly as an angel of light, and thus get 
such a one engaged in carrying out his designs P 
Should the deceiver, thus clothed in light, rise 
up before us this moment, would not the first 
impression be to regard him really as an angel 
from heaven ? And then, to cap the climax of 
decdvableness, if he should bring detached por- 
tions from the blessed word, as he did to our 
Saviour, and tell us, "/if is wriUen" how 
hastily we might be prompted to yield! But 
what would be wisdom in such a dilemma as 
this P The Saviour has set an example just in 
point. He brings up the detached portions, 
and by the Hght of truth, symmetrically ar- 
ranged, Satan is vanquished. From the example 
just presented, and from the histoiy of the world, 
from Adam down to the present time, we are 
fiirmsbed with assurances that Satan 
** Lovei a Ammi^ Tfi»>L \^ 
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and that lie should fix his eye on one so distin- 
guished for piety and talent as the lamented and 
distinguished individual referred to in our last, 
is just what might have been expected ; but that 
he should have succeeded with his deceptions, so 
far as to turn his eye off from the one direct 
path, and to divert his devoted heart and labours 
from the one thing neediul to those lesser mat- 
ters of endless genealogies, Sec, I confess, is not 
to be so easily accounted for. 

" If such sincere persons may thus, with Bible 
in hand, be deceived, how can we come at any 
certain standard of truth ? " may still be urged. 
This leads to a more explicit answer to the 
second question. David says, " Thy word is a 
lamp." It is the light that maketh manifest. 
We are admonished to believe not every spirit, 
but try the spirits whether they be of God. And 
by what standard are we to try them? "To 
the law and to the testimony : if they speak not 
according to this word, it is because there is no 
light in them." It is only thus that a fiend of 
darkness, when transformed^ can be discerned 
from a true angel of light. It is by holding up 
this lamp, and with prayerful scrutiny drawing 
aside the assumed vestments, that we are enabled 
clearly to discover his deceptions. 

In answer to the question, whether you did 
not take the Bible as the one and only founda- 
tion of your faith, I answer. No. You added 
thereunto, by making a faith necessary to salva- 
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tion which cotild not be understood without the 
addition of hmrum calculations. This, you know, 
is most expressly prohibited by the word : see 
Eev. xxii. 18 : '* If any man shall add unto these 
things/' &c. You surely will not now say, that 
your peculiar views relative to the time of the 
Second Advent can be deduced from the Bible 
aUme, In that blessed book, the way to heaven 
18 set forth so plainly, that wayfaring men, 
though fools, shaQ not err. But who would 
ever have thought of arriving at your views from 
the simple word of God, without the aid of 
human calculations? You may say, what has 
been added in making up the sum of the Advent 
faith, has been gathered from accredited history, 
of which all may inform themselves, if they will 
only be at the pains to do so. And if they 
should do so, and come at your faith, would it 
be a faith made up from the Bible P As it is, 
our best historians and commentators differ as to 
the date of events, both ecclesiastical and profane ; 
and if any one, or half a dozen of them, had 
been permitted to add their calculations to the 
sacred text, what a Bible should we by this time 
have had 1 But have you not, in a sense, done 
this ? And I think you can hardly conceive of 
the perplexities in which many sincere minda 
have been involved, in fruitless endeavours to 
bring out your faith from the Bible. 

" But was not the guidance of the Spirit of 
!ZVutIi earnestly imploied m t\i<ei^\&.^estigations ? 
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and have not spiritual influences, which cannot 
be accounted for otherwise than from a super- 
natural source, given corroborative evidence of 
the propriety and truthfulness of the impressions 
thus gained?" These influences can only be 
accounted for from the fact, that one step aside 
from the direct line marked out in the chart to 
heaven is exceedingly perilous. There is but one 
way in which we can rightfully daim answers to 
prayer, and this is directly on the ground of 
JBible truth. " This is the confidence we have 
in Him, that if we ask anything according to Hu 
willy He heareth us." (1 John v. 14.) Was it 
not straying from the direct line of the word, 
when you asked to know the precise time of the 
Second Advent ? Were you not withheld admit- 
tance to the Court of Heaven by the word which 
says, "Secret things belong unto God; but 
those which are revealed unto us and to our 
children ? " Should you still urge your way, you 
are still peremptorily warded off by the " sword 
of the Spirit." " It is not for you to know the 
times or the seasons, which the Father hath put 
in His own power." 

Looking at the matter thus, I see not how a 
petition, relative to knowing the precise time of 
the Saviour's advent, could be answered from the 
Court of Heaven ; and being presented on wrong 
ground^ might not the answer to the petition 
come from a wrong source ? If the adversary of 
Grod and man can transform himself into an 
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angel of light, quote Scripture to suit his pur- 
pose, kc, why may we not presume that he 
would be at pains to counterfeit gracious assu- 
rances ? We read that the working of Satan is 
'*mth all power, and signs, and lying loonders;" 
and may not some extraordinary spiritual influ- 
ences, which have been experienced relative to 
this subject, be accounted for thus P 

Yours sincerely. 



LETTEE LIII. TO ME. L- 



And now, dear brother, I have been present- 
ing you before Grod in the arms of faith and 
prayer. I very much regret that you have lost 
the witness of holiness. Do try, through the 
merits of your Saviour, to get so near the throne 
of light, that you may discover /tM^ how you lost 
the blessing. You loiow God hath said, " If in 
anything you be otherwise minded, He will reveal 
even this unto you." And will He not reveal that 
which so vastly concerns, not only your own eter- 
nal well-being, but also that of those intrusted 
to your care, those whom, by the great Shep- 
herd's appointment, you are over in the Lord P 

Can you, dear brother, urge the present attain- 
ment of holiness with the same point and power 
upon the members of your class, as though you 
were in the enjoymeni oi t\ift\ABa«ingP If not. 
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may you not have their dwarfishness in religion, 
or even their backslidings, measurably to answer 
for ? Do you, as their Leader, expect them to go 
in advance of you in faith and practice ? God 
called you out to occupy this prominent position. 
Did He intend to fix the eyes of others upon you 
thus, without empowering you to be an example 
in experience as well as an instructor in word 
and doctrine P The sentiment dishonours God ; 

and I am sure brother L will not indulge 

the thought, but will recc^nise the responsibility 
that rests upon him, not to give currency to it, 
in the minds of others, by his own example of der 
ficiency in experience. I do not wish to upbraid 
one 1 so much respect and love ; but if Truth 
reproves, surely you will not deem me unkind. 

Of late my contemplations have been more 
than usually on the character of the Eternal in 
His unckangeahUness and truth, I should love, 
dear brother, to lay open my whole heart to you 
on this subject. The immutable Jehovah has 
been teaching me gracious lessons, which, to the 
praise of His grace, are daily becoming more 
established into settled principles. I dare not do 
otherwise than let my " yea be yea, and my nay 
nay." My mind is continually confirming in 
the assurance, that whatsoever is more than this 
Cometh of ew7. Surely, brother, when we prac- 
tise to the contriary, we exhibit that which is so 
unlike the character of God, that we greatly 
grieve and dishonour Him. 
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You know the design of redemption is not 
fully answered, unless the image of God be re- 
stored to the soul. How unlike conformity to 
the eternally Faithful and True are we, if we are 
continually vacillating in our faith and purposes ! 
With God there is neither variaMeneis nor shadow 
of turning. More than once has Gt)d given yon 
the witness that you were wholly His. Grod was 
faithfuL The very moment you laid all upon 
the altar, that moment the altar sanctified the 
gift. All, for some time previous to this, seemed 
laid upon the altar, with the exception of your 
willy which required signs and wonders ; but your 
will was at last given up also. The sacrifice met 
the divine requirement, and was at once sanctified. 

You continued to prove the faithfolness of 
God. So long as you k^ all upon the altar, 
the promised results followed. Yes, you were 
sanet^kd. And when you lost the blessing, you 
also proved the faithfulness of the Lord Jehovah. 
You were warranted from His word in anticipa- 
ting just the loss you sustained. It was the ne^ 
cessary result of the course you pursued. To 
use your own language, you became '* cwuiwus 
mprofemng the blessing." You ceased to pour 
out to others ; and to the degree you did so, God 
ceased to pour into your own soul. You know 
it is said, " G^'w, and it shall be given you." 
Now, when you ceased to comply with the condi- 
tion, by withholding from those around you the 
testimony of the great ^^N«i\A\i. Gx>d had im- 
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parted, — ^yes, hid the righteousness of God within 
your heart, — and did not with David abundantly 
utter the memory of His great goodness, — ceased 
to declare it, as you will remember you at first 
resolved on doing, to the great congregation, 
why wonder that, to just the degree you indulged 
in this, your evidence should become darkened P 
And when at last, as you acknowledge, yoa 
ceased to speak of it all, — " hid your light alto- 
gether under a bushel," — ^why wonder that it 
should be extinguished ? Was it not just what 
you might have expected? How could God 
have been imchangeable in His purpose, and 
have awarded you a different experience P 

You say you " could not have told at the 
time, noy have you been able to discover since, 
the occasion of your declension." If I have 
judged correctly, you lost it by degrees, in pre- 
cisely the ratio you became cautious in professing 
it. And this doubtless is the way in which hun- 
dreds lose the blessing. God does not impart 
His blessings to us for our own exclusive enjoy- 
ment. It is His design that we should be vessels 
sanctified to His use, through which He may 
communicate to the perishing around us the 
knowledge of His great salvation. It was His 
purpose that you should have been used as a 
channel, through which should flow out to the 
greatest possible number a knowledge of full 
salvation, — a redemption from all iniquity. Only 
see how you have disappointed the expectations 
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of His mercy ! And what a loser you have been ! 
How many stars might you have had in the 
crown of your rejoicing, had you persevered 1 

Now, brother, you see the point from which 
you have wandered. The changeableness has 
been wholly on your own part. Will you not 
come directly back ? This may be humbling to 
your spirit, but I am sure you will have to come 
to this decision. You need not expect any more 
light, until you make use of that which you 
already have. Come, brother, let those who are 
following your faith, know that you apprehend 
Jesus Christ the mme yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever. Lay all upon the altar just now, resolved 
that you will now believe upon the bare declara- 
tion that God has given in His word. . Here is 
a solid foundation. "Heaven and earth shall 
pass away before one jot or tittle shall fail." 
Besting thus upon Grod's eternal truth as the 
only foundation of your faith, irrespective of 
frames and feelings, your goings will become 
established. And thus, in your degree, you will 
be continually deriving power to perfect holiness. 
Do you observe that it is present grace that flows 
out to you on condition of a present act on your 
part ? God will not perform your part of the 
work, but gives you the power. He worketh in 
you to will, and now He requires that you 
should do His good pleasure. I need not say, 
that He stands ready and infinitely desirous for 
ike performance o{ t\^ ^roik now. You hear 
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Him saying, "Come, for all tilings are now 
ready.*' Do not forget that it is a present sal- 
vation received momentarily from above. In 
view of the conditions being complied with on 
your part, He says, " I will receive yon." Com- 
ply, and then you have a riffht to lay hold upon 
the promise ; and upon the bare authority of the 
immutable Word it is your duty to say, " Thou 
dost receive me." The blood of Jesus cleanaetk 
from all unrighteousness. O dear brother, leave 
your feelings out of the question, and now begin 
to liee, not for an hour, or a day ; but begin to 
live a l\fe of faith on the Son of God ; for " the 
just shall live by faith ;" and I pray you, no more 
proportion faith to feeling; for here has been 
your error. Joy, peace, love, &c., are the fruita 
of faith, and must necessarily /o^Zcw, not precede. 
Surely my dear brother will not regard it aa 
optional with himself whether he will live in the 
enjoyment of this salvation or not. If holiness 
is a state of soul in which all the powers of the 
body and mind are wholly given up to God, the 
duty of living in the possession of it is most 
obvious. And this consideration will, yes, 
musty settle the matter mth you. " Now, to Him 
that is able to keep you from falling, and to pre- 
sent you faultless before the presence of His 
glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God 
our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and 
power, both now and ever. Amen." 

Yours, in the fellowship of tba Gqk^, 

a D a 
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LETTER LIV. TO MRS. J- 

Mt beloved Sister, yours of August 24th 
was received yesterday. " Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which, 
according to His abundant mercy, hath begotten 
us again unto a lively hope, by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead." Next in im- 
portance to the happiness of knowing that we 
have been elected unto eternal life through 
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the 
truth, is the knowledge that our children are 
walking in the truth. Truly may we unite with 
the beloved Apostle, and say, " I have no greater 

joy." 

The responsibility of parents, in regard to the 
salvation of their children, seems to be so nearly 
allied to what our obligations are in relation to the 
salvation of our own souls, that the connecting 
link scarcely stands dissevered in my mind. The 
promises are to the righteous and their seed. I 
have had seasons of deep and earnest solicitude 
in wrestling with God for the salvation of my 
own soul ; yet these, I think, but lightly compare 
with the unutterable travail I have at times 
endured, since I have been a mother, for the 
salvation of my children. One of these occasions 
I may never forget through time or eternity. 
I had said, " 1 wWl Tio\.\fc\.T\iefc %^" Tesolved 
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rather to die in the contest than yield the point. 
For months my soul had been burdened, and 
Satan had seemingly been permitted to withstand 
me more successfully on this than any other sub- 
ject. And, strange to tell, on every other point 
the throne of grace seemed more accessible than 
on this. I think I may say, that the resolve 
now was, " Death or victory." So intense was 
the agony of my spirit, that my physical nature 
could not have endured the struggle much longer, 
and it was not until several days had elapsed 
that my health regained its former tone. Shall 
I say that T felt that heaven could hardly be a 
state of bHss for me, if the offspring of my body 
were doomed to everlasting burnings? With 
Moses, I seemed almost constrained to say, " K 
Thou wilt not, blot my name out of Thy book." 
Why this remarkable trial of my faith and 
patience was endured, I perhaps may never know 
in time ; for, for several hours the saddest part 
of my cup was, that I seemed left to struggle 
alone. It was only a little before deliverance 
came, that I said, " K I have the help of the 
Holy Spirit, let me have some apprehension of 
it;" whereupon I received an indescribable view 
of how the Spirit itself had been making inter- 
cession during aU the hours of that memorable 
day before the throne, in behalf of my child. O 
what a consciousness was given, that the Holy 
Spirit had made my heart its abode, and that 
the Lord was making me the inatrumfiut m ^]b& 
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salration of the child ! From that moment Mtk 
seemed almost chaDged to sight ; and so assured 
was I» that it was the Spirit Useff that maketh 
intercession, that my own identity seemed for 
the time in a manner lost, and I could only 
think of myself as an instrument, given up 
wholly through the power of the Spirit to Qt)d. 
It seems to me, as if no truly pious parent 
need ever be disheartened in view of the ultimate 
salvation of his children, if the resolution, that 
they shall be saved, be determinately persisted 
in. This resolve must, of course, include the 
purpose that every earthly consideration shall be 
subservient to this object. I fully believe, if I 
had been less importunate or less persevering 
on the occasion referred to, that I should not 
have prevailed with Israel's Grod ; for, as I have 
intimated. He did not seem to regard my prayer, 
but rather to say, "Let Me alone." Had 
Jacob's courage failed one half hour before the 
blessing came, would he have been called Israel? 
But we had better go limping all our days, or 
die in struggles for the salvation of our children^ 
rather than that they should dwell with ever- 
lasting burnings. How pious parents can enjoy 
life, and go on as happily as though all were 
well, while their children are under the sentence 
of death, is surprising. Were their children 
imder the sentence of temporal death, for hav- 
ing broken the laws of their country, should we 
expect to see tbeae parents ^iiy>^%>a&^ void as 
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much at ease as though all were well? Such 
parents would be thought destitute of natural 
aflfection. And how can God and angels look 
upon parents who are comparatively at ease, 
while their children are under a sentence which, 
without an hour's warning, may be executed, 
and their offspring doomed to a fate more fear« 
ful than the death of the body a million times 
told? Have such parents faith in God? Do 
they believe that the sinner is condemned 
already ? 

I do not wonder that you so greatly rejoice 

that your beloved J has been bom of the 

Spirit. Our hearts respond with yours in the 
exclamation, "Glory to God in the highest!" 
IVIay he be " steadfast, immovable, ahoaya 
abounding in the work of the Lord 1 " . Either 
for the youthful disciple, or for the more mature 
Christian, this is an important admonition. In 
about the same measure we abound in labour for 
the salvation of those around us, God dispenses 
blessings to our souls. "He that watereth 

shall be watered also himself." K dear J 

has fixed his aim on being a decided follower of 
the Saviour, I hope he is expecting a daily cross. 
It may perhaps be a cross from which the flesh 
may shrink, to tell his young friends what great 
things the Lord has done for him ; but, in doing 
this, his own soul will be greatly strengthened, 
and he will at once begin to be a preacher of 
righteousness. May my dear friend Gomx£.^^<«^ 
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at once to gath^ stars for the crown of his 
rejoicing ! 

I hope dear J will bear in mind that 

young converts may be holy. I witnessed an 
encouraging exemplification of this on Tuesday. 
An intelligent lady, who experienced religion 
about four weeks since, was at our afternoon 
meeting. Her husband and herself were both 
sceptical, and at the time of her conversion grace 
made a wonderful transformation. By the per- 
mission of her husband, she at once commenced 
family prayer, and also other religious duties, 
such as asking a blessing at meals, laying aside 
her gay and costly apparel, &c. The pious 
Minister who was instrumental in her conver- 
sion, loved holiness, and took pains to instruct 
this interesting disciple in the way. He gave 
her the "Way of Holiness," and other books 
also were sent to her; but one book she had 
which eclipsed all others : for this, she said, was 
full of holiness. This book was the Bible. 
She had been telling me how she felt, while 
endeavouring to sustain the family altar in the 
presence of her husband. I said in return, 
" What you now want to enable you to bear up 
triumphantly amid these trials, is the blessing of 
holiness." This she was disposed to acknow- 
ledge, but soon said, "Why is it that so many 
professors seem to know so little about this 
blessing? I told an aged Minister my feel- 
ings in reference to it, wA \i'& ^d, I was 
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yet too young in experience to expect the 
blessing." 

I assured her that it was not with the example 
or the opinions of men that she had to do, and 
recalled her acknowledgment that the Bible was 
fiill of requisitions to be holy ; and for the mo- 
ment the tempter seemed silenced, when she 
brought up the experience of an aged brother 
which had been giyen in during the meeting ; 
which experience went to say, that he had been 
forty-seven years a full believer in the doctrine 
of holiness, and though he had sincerely and 
earnestly coveted the attainment, he had not yet 
received the desire of his heart. "Why," she 
continued, *' should others be so long in arriving 
at this point, if I may gain it so soon ? " " And 
why were the Israelites forty years in arriving 'at 
a point which might have been reached in eleven 
days? Was it not because of their unbelief? 
More than eleven days have passed since you 
were brought out of spiritual Egypt, and surely 
you will not Hmit the Holy One of Israel, and 
provoke Him to send you back to wander in the 
wilderness. You have come up to the borders 
of the promised land. Will you not now step 
over into — 

' The land of rest from inbred sin. 
The land of perfeet holiness P'" 

With looks expressive of unutterable desire, she 
said, " I believe the Lord will bring me in." 
" fThen do you think He will bring youL iaa.^" 
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'' I do not know, but I think it will not be 
long." " He has assured you of His willing- 
ness to save you this moment, and it is sinful to 
doubt either His ability or His willingness to 
save you tunc. Do you believe that God would 
be faithful to His word, if you should now 
venture body, soul, and spirit wholly and for 
ever upon Christ?" "I believe He would." 
"WiU you begin to trust Him, and by a con- 
tinuous act rely momentarily on your Saviour 
for salvation from all sin ? The poet says, — 

' But is it possible that I 

Should live and sin no more P 
Lord, if on Thee 1 dare rely. 
The faith shall bring the power.' 

Now you would not dare dishonour your Sa- 
viour so much as not to believe that He would 
save you from sin this and every succeeding 
moment, if you would trust Him." Her faith, 
gathered strength, and she said, " I know He 
would save, and I will trust Him." "Why 
should you not believe that He is tavinff you, 
if you are now relying upon Him for full sal- 
vation ? If you are being saved, it is because 
Christ is saving you ; and do you not feel that 
you are this moment saved? and can you not 

say,— 

' Thou from sin dost save me now, 

And Thou wilt save me evermore?' **\ 

With emotion she said, " Bless the Lord, I am 
saved. " A gracious haptiam of the Spirit was 
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giyen, and in the fall assurance of faith she 
cried out, "O, I am sanctified; glory be to 
God !*' A little band of devoted ones had lin- 
gered with us after the close of the meeting, 
and we fell upon our knees, and ascribed glory 
to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

God is no respecter of persons ; what he has 
done for one. He is willing to do for another. If 

J 's mother received the witness of holiness, 

when she was but little over ten years old, so 
clearly that she has never since doubted that 
she was then made the partaker of this precious 

grace, why may not J , thus early in his 

Christian life, set out to receive the full impress 
of the Holy Spirit P A Minister of deep and 
enlightened piety, in exhorting the friends at 
the Tuesday meeting, said, that from careful 
observation he had become settled in the con- 
viction, that by far the most successful time to 
urge the attainment of holiness was when the 
mind wns tender from its first reception of 
regenerating grace. " Now," said he, * * is the time 
to give it the mould, before the young affec- 
tions have learned to be truant, and the mind 
has become used to parley with the tempter, 
and to yield to his suggestions." 

Present my regards to brother J and all 

the members composing your pleasant family 
circle. 

Your ever devoted Sister. 
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LETTER LV. TO THE EEV. ME. U- 



Christmas Day was rendered memorable by 
my receiving more definite and confirmed views 
of the precise act of faith, which brings present 
salvation from all sin. 

These views were preceded by an uncommon 
humiliation of spirit. During the day a tempta- 
tion to hastiness was continually pressing upon 
me; and as the tempter had an object to act 
upon, the suggestion was, that I had, more or 
less, yielded to its influence. On examination, 
I could not bring the conviction that I had. 
ofPended, and consequently did not feel con- 
demnation; yet I was most deeply humbled 
under a sense of my imworthiness. While 
confessing my want of higher degrees of holi- 
ness, and lamenting this before the Lord, I 
was led to question how it was, that I had 
been enabled to hold fast the beginning of my 
confidence, and continually witness that the blood 
of Jesus cleanseth. 

I felt that I had not deceived myself, and 
could appeal to the Searcher of hearts that 
it was not merely a blessing in name that had 
been gloried in, but an actual realization of 
His saving and cleansing power. Yes, thought 
I, in verity I do know, that the blood of Jesus 
cleanseth, — cleanseth now I "^iWi feelings which 
even the recollectioiv& oi \\ia\. \tfi\jx is^ia^^^ 
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causing tears of grateful joy, I could say with 
Paul, "To me, who am less than the least 
of all saints, is this grace given." Yet, for 
reasons almost undefinable, but which perhaps 
cannot be more foDy expressed than by saying, 
the appearance (in the eyes of some) of assu- 
ming, by professing this blessing, a higher state 
of experience than many others whose piety 
I so much venerate, and especially some of 
Christ's beloved ambassadors, whom in love 
I highly esteem for their work's sake, — I felt 
a shrinking tenderness of spirit, relative to the 
testimony I had given before the world on 
this point. And yet I realized that the vows 
of God were upon me, and woe is me if I 
do not profess this blessing, and urge its attain- 
ableness on others. And must I continue to 
urge its reasonableness, even though it may 
assume the appearance of taking higher ground 
in the Christian walk? I felt that I could 
weep, and even now do weep, at the thought. 
But the plain, direct path, cast up for the 
ransomed of the Lord to walk in, still pre- 
sented its track, lit up by the rays of divine 
truth as luminously as ever. The way was 
not to be mistaken. I saw what would be 
the result of a wilful turning either to the 
right hand or to the left. It was a blessed 
thought that I had given my influence into 
the hands of the Lord, and could unhesita- 
tingly leave it there, and know that (Zutt) h^'^sw 

2 £ ^ 
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mine, and events the Lord's. I also most 
deeply felt that it was not because I was more 
worthy than others, that I had been enabled, for 
years past, to bear testimony to the possibility 
of living in the enjoyment of the witness that 
the blood of Jesns cleanseth from all unright- 
eousness. 

But I would not assume the ground, that I 
have not trespassed in thought, word, or deed, 
since that time. No. But in this, through 
grace, I will glory, — I have not, since the me- 
morable hour that witnessed the entire consecra- 
tion of all my powers, taken myself from off the 
altar, but have ceaselessly endeavoured to pre- 
sent a living sacrifice of body, soul, and spirit. 
Since that period, I have not felt as if any of 
these redeemed powers were for one moment at 
my disposal. When duty has been presented, 
however much nature may have shrunk from the 
requisition, I have been enabled to act upon the 
principle, that I have given myself irrevocably 
to God. Though life might be the forfeiture, I 
have estimated the favour of my God better than 
life. Neither have I, since that period, know- 
ingly transgressed. 

Yet I do not take this as the precise ground 
of my confidence ; but this state of soul, in con- 
junction with an act of faith, which as a key 
opens the door, and brings the soul into the 
actual possession of full and complete redemp- 
tion, 18 that which I Tiave \>eexi evvefekd to render 
continually available, and \i^ V^saa \ Vw^ \i^\i. 
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permitted to enter into that state of light and 
liberty which is spoken of, 1 John i. 7. 

But what is this act of faith, which brings the 
soul into the enjoyment of full salvation P By 
the help of the Lord I will state it, as also the 
way by which I continue its exercise. I saw 
that God had erected an altar, whereunto I was 
commanded to come with faith, nothing doubt- 
ing. And still further, that He did not require 
that I should believe, without a thorough foun- 
dation for my faith. Perhaps I cannot better 
explain, than by adverting to what my expecta- 
tions would be, if a will, which I knew to be in 
every possible way legally executed, were placed 
in my hands, and I authorized, from undoubted 
authority, in believing myself the rightful heir 
of an inheritance. Would I hesitate in availing 
myself of its provisions, and think it mysterious 
that I was to come into possession by merely 
believing the validity of the document? And 
yet the knowledge of the fact, without the act of 
taking possession, would leave it just as unavail- 
able for my present necessities, as though there 
were no such inheritance for me. 

Thus I saw that God had declared it His will, 
even my sanctification, and that He had also 
rendered that will very explicit by the command, 
" Come out from among them, and be ye sepa- 
rate, touch not the unclean thing,'* conjoined 
with the declaration, " I will receive you." In 
view of this declaration of trnj Hft»N«^'^^2Sasst, 

2 B B 
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had I any reason to doubt that it was His will, 
even my sanctification P What, then, remained 
for me, but, through the strength of grace, to 
** come out and be Beparide ? " With this re- 
quisition I was enabled to comply. Would it 
not have been strangely inconsistent, after hav- 
ing come to this point, not to have beKeved that 
God would accept ? And did it require any 
extraordinary eflFbrt of faith to believe that I was 
indeed one of His covenant people? It was 
thus, therefore, in the simplicity of my heart, I 
was ready to exclaim, "Why, it is hardly of 
faith, but rather of knowledge; it is so easy. 
It is all here. I have given myself wholly to 
Gt>d. He has accepted the offering, and sealed 
me irrevocably His. And would it not be 
strange, and in effect doing great dishonour to 
the faithful Jehovah, by an intimation of incon- 
sistency, if, when He had required the entire 
surrender, and enabled me to comply, I were 
not to believe He would be true to His own 
part of the engagement ? " 

But to get at the more definite answer that 
presented itself in reply to the inquiry, how I, 
so unworthy, was permitted to be clear in the 
enjoyment of this blessing, when there were so 
many whose piety I held in such high esteem 
who were not, — the only explanation I could 
give was this : I have faith in God, and believe 
fully in the validity and feasibility of the plan 
devised by Infinite "Wiafliom, Vj ^\^Qh the 
polluted may be cleaoLsed. 
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The plan, in perfect oonsistency with the 
nature of its Author, is unalterable. The devo- 
tion that might induce its possessor to pass 
through the flames, or to weep tears of blood, 
cannot produce an alteration, or the least swenr- 
ing from the principles laid down. By the right 
of purchase, God demands, and beseeches, that 
we present our bodies a Iwin^ sacrifice. We 
present the offering, and are cleansed. We con- 
tinue to present it, and continue to be cleansed. 
The Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world, with garments newly dipped in blood, is 
continually present before the throne ; and it is 
but to know that we lay all upon the altar, and 
believe in the infinitely meritorious eificacy of 
His blood, in order to realize, with all the blood- 
washed company, that we — 

" E^ery moment have 

The merit of His death." 

It is then, and only then, that we can fully 
mingle in song with the spirits of the just made 
perfect around the throne. Who does not feel 
the impotency of human language, when the full 
soul endeavours to bring out in words the trans- 
cendent blessedness of conscious purity, when 
the spirit exultingly joins with the redeemed in the 
song ? — " Unto Him that loved us, and washed 
us from our sins in His own blood, and hath 
made us Kings and Priests unto God and His 
Father, to Him be glory, and dominion, for ever 
and ever. Amen." And yet tbete ^te, ^<:«fc 
who are appropriating t\iia Aax^ga^^^^ ^cs«i. ^ 
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blessed knowledge of its glorious import. But, 

alas 1 there are those also who, by the will of 

their Heavenly Father, have an equal claim in 

the covenant of grace ; those who have expressed 

joyous confidence in the declaration, " Grod is no 

respecter of persons;" yea, those even whose 

energy of spirit in the cause of their God would 

lead them to pass through fire and water, — 

** Into that wealthy place," — 

who do not feel thai they have yet been brought 

to possess — 

" This land of rest from inbred sin, 
The land of perfect holiness." 

Q ! why is it thus ? Would that my heart 
were as a mirror, to reflect, in living characters, 
the answer that its deep emotions dictate to the 
inquiry I May the Spirit of holiness communi- 
cate the answer to every sincere, inquiring 
Christian, while I attempt a reply 1 

There are, as has been said, certain unalter- 
able requisitions laid down by the immutable 
Jehovah. With God there is " no variableness, 
neither shadow of turning." His requirements 
cannot be varied or set aside, however sincere or 
devoted the inquirer. These individuals have, 
doubtless, again and again, brought their all to 
the altar ; but, in so doing, they have not firmly 
believed that God would be true, and, at the 
moment they presented, accept the offering at 
their hands. They well know it to be the sacri- 
ffce that He requires ; " 1 \iesfct^ -^wi \Jafttefore, 
brethren, by the merdes oi Qi^»V^^^ei^T^s««^ 
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jour bodiei a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonable service ; " 
(Eom. xii. 1 ;) and that they could not even 
have brought the offering without His assist- 
ance: "For without Me ye can do nothing." 
(John XV. 5.) But they hesitate to believe, because 
they do not feel that He has accepted, btfore they 
have dared to venture upon the veracity of His 
word. He has required the sacrifice, and has posi- 
tively affirmed that He mU accept : " Wherefore 
come out from among them, and be ye sepa- 
rate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing; and I will deceive you." (2 Cor. 
vi. 17.) He has given the ability to bring 
it to the foot of the Gross ; and yet they will not 
believe that He does receive, merely because some 
state of feeling f which has been pictured to the 
mind, does not immediately follow. 

The experience of many might be portrayed 
by what would have been the conduct of Abra- 
ham, if, after having brought the offering re- 
quired by God, he had concluded, instead of 
remaining by the altar, driving away the fowls 
from polluting the sacrifice, — he had reasoned 
thus : " The fire of heaven does not descend as 
I had anticipated ; and though 1 well know that 
God has required that 1 should lay this sacrifice 
upon the altar, yet why does He not consume it ? 
Why is my faith thus tried, and I constrained 
thus long to wait, preserving this hallowed offer- 
ing from the touch of pollution ? AsA yff\^ <8S!^ 
deternune how long I may \ie T»Q^A\o\aMil^ 
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in tliis disheartening saspense? Already the 
sun begins to retire ; a horror of darkness cornea 
over me: surely there must have been some 
mistaken views in my perceptions of the manner 
of this requirement," &c. 

Not so with him who, in all succeeding 
generations, has been termed the " father of the 
faithful." No ; his enlightened perceptions of 
the immutable nature of Him who had promised 
forbade views so dishonouring to God. Wo 
shrink from the supposition of what would have 
been the inevitable consequence, had he practised 
as many Christians do under this dispensation 
of light. And yet we hear them speak of their 
unbelief with a seeming complacency, much as 
though it were an unavoidable evil. 

O that all who are seeking this blessing were 
fully aware of the sinful inconsistency of this 
unbelief I If Abraham had been guilty of even 
this one supposed act of distrustfulness, would 
he have been placed so prominently before us, as 
the father of the faithful ? And yet the Chris^ 
tian, with a dear revelation of the will of God 
continually open before him, is, day after day, 
practising upon the same principles of unbelief. 
The younger Christian looks to the example of 
those older in profession; the member, to the 
class-leader ; and the class-leader to one whose 
faith he has been divinely admonished to follow; 
and each deems himself in a manner excusable 
&om the example of tlie ot\i€xs. The mention 
of this leminds me of ibe doitenim& ^l ^ \Q<i^2^«^ 
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individual not long since. She was but a lamb 
of the fold, and young in the experience of the 
blessing of holiness. Eetuming from a meeting 
one evening, where her beloved Pastor, in the 
recital of his experience, had said, that he did 
not enjoy the witness of holiness, she remarked, 
in distressing perplexity, " Can it be that I enjoy 

this blessing when 1^. does not?" It 

was a well-circumstanced temptation; and the 
enemy made it the means of nearly robbing 
her of her confidence, though grace eventually 
triumphed. 

But is it of small account to be destitute of 
that faith whereby we may be enabled, momen- 
tarily, to realize the entire consecration and puri- 
fication of body, soul, and spirit ? Is it a small 
thing to keep back any part of that price which 
80 sacredly belongs to God ? And just as truly 
may it be kept back by the fearfulness of unbe- 
lief, as from an unwillingness to comply with 
any other requirement. Upon such as do not 
esteem it a subject of momentous interest, may 
the Holy Spirit impress the force of that solemn 
truth, *' Without holiness no man shall see the 
Lord 1 " But to such as are waiting at the foot 
of the Cross, feeling that the excellency of the 
knowledge of this grace is better than life, I 
would say. You will find it in this exercise. 

Bring the offering of all your redeemed powers 
not only to the altar, but, through almighty 
grace, lay the sacrifice i^inm the altar. Do not 
delaj becaiue nature sbiiiiika ixom loa^e^^ "^^ 
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surrender now. Now is Grod's time: "Behold, 
now is the accepted time; behold, now is the 
day of salvation." (2 Cor. vi. 2.) The accept- 
ance of the gift does not depend upon the 
worthiness of the offerer, or the greatness of the 
gtft, but upon the sanctity of the altar : " For 
whether is greater, the gift, or the altar which 
sanctifieth the gift ?" (Matt, xxiii. 19.) It is by 
virttie of the altar upon which the offering is laid 
that the gift is sanctified : " And it shall be an 
altar most holy : whatsoever tottcheth the altar 
shall be holy." (Exod.xxix. 37.) Christ is the 
Christian's altar. Lay body, soul, and spirit, 
upon His merits. Let the sacrifice be a living 
one. (Eom. xii. 1.) Bemember, that it is not left 
optional with yourself whether you will believe. 
" This is the commaitd of God, that ye believe." 
Believe steadfastly that the blood of Jesus cleans- 
eth ; not that it can, or that it toill, but that it 
cleanseth now. Covenant with God, that you 
will believe this His revealed truth, whether 
your feelings warrant the belief or not. " The 
just shall Iwe by faith.*^ Be willing to live by 
the moment. Ton cannot breathe to-day for the 
morrow, neith^ can you belief now for any 
future period. Bear in mind that Christ is a 
Saviour; and the salvation which you receive 
must be in the present tense, and, of course, 
must be received momentarily from above. Ask 
the Lord to write upon your heart the deep 
spintual meaning of t\ie ciL^TCwvon, "a living 
saerificje : " " The b\oo4 o^ ^«s«a clwwwclX :'" Vst 
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though you may live days, months, and years in 
the possession of this faith, you will find no 
other way than that of living by the moment ; 
and though you were the veriest sinner that ever 
existed, or were the accumulated guilt of the 
whole world laid upon your head, such is the 
all-sufficiency of the atonement, that it is but to 
place yourself upon this altar that sanctifieth the 
gift, and you mtist be cleansed. The crimson 
stream, unbounded in its efficacy, is ever flowing. 

Keject the simple way of faith, and the most 
violent efforts of body or mind — rivers of tears, 
or the devotion of a martyr — will not bring you 
to the point. " Ofie act of faith mil do more 
for you than twenty years' hard toilhig toithotU 
it." You cannot receive the full efficacy of the 
atonement, apart from this faith; neither can 
you recommend it so successfully to others ; and 
the debt of gratitude you owe the Purchaser 
demands that you be a witness of His power to 
save unto the uttermost. If you live short of full 
salvation, you may, perhaps, at the last moment 
of life, cast yourself upon the -infinite merit of 
the atonement, and be saved ; but O, what a 
risk do you run, and what an infinite loser will 
you be, if you leave the reception of this grace 
till the hour of death 1 

It is this implicit trusting in God, with a 
resolute determination not to proportion faith to 
feeling, — believing, if He permit your faith to be 
tried by a seeming delay, it is only that ^qvs. 
may be accounted worthy oi bdxv^ a mo^tss. \\vAsi- 

F F 
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rious example of its power, — which will produce 
a fixedness of purpose, and an established state 
of experience, beyond expression glorious. Look 
well to the terms. Holiness and sanctification 
most expressively signify the state intended. 
You cannot consistently expect it, until you 
make up your mind to live in the continuom act 
of unreserved consecration. Consequently, you 
cannot believe that there is an entire acceptance 
on the part of God, until you come to this 
point, even though you were as desirous, and 
should shed as many tears, by way of imploring 
the acceptance of your sacrifice, as did the 
ancient Jews, who covered the Lord's altar with 
tears, until He became weary, and regarded not 
the offering any more. (See Malachi ii. 13.) It 
is unreasonable not to live in the entire and con- 
tinuous surrender of soul, body, and spirit, to 
God. All are already His, by the right of 
redemption. If you withhold aught, you keep 
back part of the price. It is, therefore, unrea-' 
sonable not to be holy. O, then, enter at once 
into the bonds of *a covenant never to be broken, 
to be wholly the Lord's ! Count the cost fully, 
and then lay the offering upon the altar. TFhile 
you present it, the blood of Jesus cleansetk. In 
the strength of Omnipotence venture noWy and 
you will find what you had thought to be the 
mystery of faith simplified. 

Yours, in the bonds of perfect love. 

^^ LONDON : PRINTED Vi W. mc\\0\&» ^> \M'&\i^^ >«K\»\.. 
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